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PREFACE. 


HE beſt excuſe that can be given for a Preface 
before a Play, 15 when the Reader is not troubled 
with an Apology forthe Authors faults, it being too 
much to abuſe his patience with both ; ſince if juſt,they 
will ſoon be perceived by an mparcial apprehenſion, 
and more, that he bcſtows on the world a needleſs So- 
phiſm; there b-ing nothing more hard, then to cozen 
men by an excuſe of Wir, for which the generality of 
judgments have ſo little kindneſs, as they will hardly 


receive any ; nor do I find that the Antient Poets, or 


any of moſt repute of our Modern, afſumed this kind 


of vindication to themſelves; though perhaps they 
might have done it, with more aſſurance of ſucceſs, 
then any that now moſt contidenely undertake it either 
as they contemn'd the impotent cenſures and cavils, 
that were ſpread againſt rheir performances, 'or elſe a 
judicious confirmation in themſelves, that cheir works 
were the beſt defiances rhat could be given their 
Enemies. 


Not that I judge our anijeibls Johnſon, or thoſe. 


wonders of Wit, Beaumont and Fletcher, were without 


their failings, or that in ſome things, their Plays were 
hot queſtionable; as. well as ours; ' thoughT could with 


our Muſes were (6 happily adorned, as their ſpots and 
A 2 beauties 
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| beauties a appear tohethivr” and ww. Þ it may: FOOK 
affirmed, that in the greateſt of their failings, they fell ©* 
more below themſelves, then beneath us ; which gives 
us ſome caution-not to be too bufic with their fanies, 

It 15 one thing to be excellent, and another to be 
abſolutely perfet ; the Diamond doth require ſome po=- 
Jiſhing,though of moſt commendable figure and brighe- 
neſs: The like may be ſaid of theſe excellent Poets, 
their thoughts were always pretious, though not alike 
poliſhed and ſet off by themſelves. 

Wit 15 one of the beſt Talents of nature, but like her 
other produGtons in Men, muſt not expe an ab{olute 
perfection; it hath been long a growing from the 
Antients to the Modern, and from them to us, and 
yet we do not find its growth compleated ; like ambi- 
tion, it ſeems to have no limit, and yet confin'd in its af 
piring : there are ſome, perhaps, vain cnough to judge 
it high in themſelves, though far enough from the top 
of Parnaſſus; and notwithſtanding all the haſt, ſuch en- 
: deavour to make, I doubt whether the Gienels of their 
Muſe may not fail them by the way. 

Moſt men are naturally inclin'd to give to Antiquity 
its due reſpetts, and there is ſome reaſon for it (if no 
more) in that we muſt be old our ſelves; but he were 
weakly an admirer of times paſt, that by an over dotage 
onthem, would continue himſelf in a Childhood .of 
knowledge ; ſince that were to go backward with 1n- 
genuity, as we ſer too forward theirs, they have their 
tame, and we muſt expe& ours; though at preſent 


they eallenge lo long a preſcription, that until ours 
does 


[/ * does aalberY more then the three parts of an age, 
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in equal repute with theirs. I make ſome doubt whe- 
ther the beſt Rhime, or Reaſon, that the Stage is now 


| beholding to, will eſtabliſh us as great in the judgment 


of thoſe who ſhall ſucceed us; which, as I am far from 
aſſuming it to my ſelf, in bebalf of any undertaking of 
mine, ſoI (hall as unwillingly allow it to the boldeft 
of Pretenders ; beſides this, we are obliged in ſo great 
a-meaſure to thoſe great Artificers of Invention, and 
Wit, by which they raiſed our Stage to its former glory, 
as alſo in a high degree for thoſe excellent rules and 
obſervations, which (it well heeded) cannot but im- 
prove our endeavours in this kind, and from whom (if 
we do well) ic 15 impoſlible to difter ſo far, as to declare 
them Enemies, and like the example of the Trojau Hero, 
to crea a Trophee and ſuperſcribe on it, 

1 | AEneas bec de Panais vidtoribus arma. 

Butas F am nothing concern'd, or envy the re pucatt- 
ON of any man, On what account ſ{oever the world ts 
pleaſed to allow it him; to I conceive that others have 
as little to do with mine, and I will bz as free in deh- 
vering my opinion, as [ willingly allow them the liber- 
ty of theirs; ſince I do not conceive the Mules have yet 
eſtabliſhed their Difator in Poctry ; though I am not 
defirous to controvert any thing ( except I ſhall be ne» 
cefſarily mov'd thereunto) and which fignities little 


(\- more then rotry who can {quirt Ink (fartheſt : to which 


purpoſe, I will retire to my (elf, defiring the, Readers 


- Excule, that I have led him fo far about, before I have 


fpoken of my Play; in orger to which, I have chiefly 
, | defign'd 


PREFACE. 
deſign'd this diſcourſe ; having made my ſelf ſo far a 
party on the fide of our former Poets, that I have com- 
poſed this Play in ſome reſemblance to theirs of the 
like nature, which in my judgment I have eſteemed 


beſt. I have given it the name likewiſe of Tragi- 


Comedy, as I find they have done ſome of theirs, which 
I nced not particularize to the Reader, becauſe they 
are well enough known to be at this day no inconfide- 
rable ornament and entertainment of the Stage ; not 
that I will undertake to juſtifie the word (ſince every 
Play, if ſtrily taken, muſt be either Tragedy or Co- 
medy, excluding Farce, which does not ſo much as de- 
ſerve a Dramatis Perſon to be let before it, as we 
ſhall ſoon manifeſt) And it was doubtleſs created by 
former Poets, who finding that mixt Plays were very 
ſutable to the Engliſh Stage, and that it was ſomewhat 
below the denomination of their Heroicks to call them 


ſimply Comedies ( which as they are corruptly under- | 


ſtood, imply, little more then ſcurrility and laughter, 
though of far greater dignity, if rightly apply'd)) They 
allow'd them the names of Tragi- Comedies, & I do not 
find but the higheſt of our Evgliſh Tragedies (as Cata- 
line, The Maids Tragedy, Rollo, The Cardinal and Tray- 
tor) conſiderable enough to be rank'd with the beſt of 
theſe, are at all underyalued by their Authors, in being 
| Tweetned with mirth;for as all people do not come pur- 
_ poſely fe ſympathize. their paſſions with thoſe of the 


WE: Pays, o ſomewill expe& tobe diverted accordingly ; 


do 'l believe that ir is- leſs natural (as ſome have 


"_ though) to form a'Play, that ſhall-bave this variety of 


Genius, 
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Genius, then I do to find of mankind ſome grave, re- 
ſervd, fierce, cruel, others of more aiery and pleaſant 
converſe, to mingle humours and affairs together. 

If we take our obſervations from the Courts of Prin- 
ces, before we deſcend lower, we (hall find it familiar 
enough (and doubtleſs Plays are moſt profitable as well 
as delightful, when they ſo repreſent humane things and 
actions, as even the greateſt are as obvious to our re- 
marques, as thoſe of a lower orb of experience) nor 
do I conceive any kind of Plays more difficult to be 
truly form'd, then ſuch as have this Heroick mixture, 
becauſe it 15 not eaſfte to give humour and mirth a natu- 
ral riſe and generous correſpondency with the grandeur 
of the other, which if ſutable 1n point of charaCter,can- 
not render it leſs gratctul to the Audience, it being as 
1t were two Plays 1n one. 

Nor do [ find that the ſerious Plays (now in ulc) 
wholly relic upon their Heroick foundation, why elle 
are we diverted by Scenes, Machins, Habits, Jiggs, and 
Dances; but togive more varicty of entertainment to 
the SpeCQators ? either as they are nor otherwile to be 
truſted, or leaſt the Audience ſhould be too {oberly 
tired without them, which I will not preſume to ima- 
gine: and whether it be not as natural to admit of a 
courſe of Comedy that is made «fential to the Plot 
and dipnity of the Play ; I leaveic ro my Reader to 
Judge. 

Verſe that ends in Rhime is generally now the Mode 
of Heroick' Plays, but whether ſo natural and proper, 


I will not controvert, otherwiſe then by declaring my 
opinion 
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who can believe that words muſt not of neceflity loſe 


much of their grace, and emphaſis, when deliver'd in 
Rhime, which limits ſo much of both to it ſelf ; or that 
the thoughts of Seneca in his Tragedies could have 
been ſo well, or better expreſſed in any language 
whatſoever in Rhime (though ro an car that is moſt de- 
lighted with the noiſc) then they are delivered by 
him ; or that our former Poets have been exceeded in 
beighth of expreſſion and fancy, becauſe their Muſes 
have mounted without theſe Bells jingling at their 
heels 3 doubtleſs a judicious ſpirit 'may ſoon obſerve 
the difference, nor can lines in Rhime ever run fo 
ſmooth, but there will be ſome unnaturalneſs 'in them 
as to the freedom of dialogue, and converſe (which 
Plays ſhould reſemble) becauſe Verſe of that kind will 
of neceſſity be ſententious and reſtrain it, and conle- 
quently be improper to manage the various intregues 
of a Play, or elſe in plain terms be forced to want 
them : Nor is a grave or wiſe manner of ſpeaking to be 
2Jlow'd the wittieſt, becauſe that which 1s ſober enough 
as to Wiſdom, may be | far enough off from being. 
Witty; and he that will not grant the former to be 
more cafic to inyent, muſt- caFfclude that the Wit of 
Poetry is a> familiar with Men as Gravity and Prudence ; 
nay, it i5Plainly co be obſerved, that generally Men 
write better for the Stage this way, (IT mean.in Rhime) 
then they have, or-can do, after the manner of our for- 


mer Poets withoue tz which is ſome demonſtration 
that 
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that the latter is leſs difficult, though more unnatural 
then the former: And for my greater Authority I will 
adde theſe few excellent Verſes of our Famous Fohn- 


ſon on this ſubje&, which he calls a fit Rhime againſt 


Rhame. : 

Rbime the rack, of fineſt Wits 

That extraSeth but by fits 

True conceipts, _. 
Spoiling ſenſes of their treaſure, 
Conzening judgment with a meaſure, 
But falle weights. 
: Soon as lazie thou wert known, | 

All good Poetry hence was flown, 8c. | 
And as Idoubt not w<ll enough to wave any oblique 
exception that any man can throw on my Opinion fince 
patronized by his) ſo I donot detract from the deſerts 
of any who have done well in this kind, otherwiſe then 
by declaring, that asI find it not aſed by our former 
Poets, I likewiſe do not approve it, or have made uſe 
of it in this Play of mine 3 *ris true, according to their 
example ( which I wiſh I could have better imicated ) 
I hav: writ a Maſque in Rhime,and clofed ſom: Scenes, 
and all my Atts likewiſe with it, which places have 
ever buen allowed moſt proper for it, becaulc they are 
Period -in which the Audierice may beſt expeR a weighty 
and (ent: ntious cloſe; and whenſoever Verfe was us'd 
. by Ben Fohnfon, as it is in Sylla's Ghoſt, or ſcarter'd in 

foms places in Sejanus; IT cannot but obſerve his Art 

and Nature rog«ther, in not confining the periods of 


{ſenſe and Rhime together (as is too much us'd now) 
| a .._ - ne 


PREFACE. 


bot moſt common}y-by cariying the ſenſe>o06pre warle 
into part of another;which Elevates rhe itleroft Yerle (as 
is to be ſeen in Virgil) and without which it will never 
ſhew ſo like Profe, and proper for Dialogue, as it 
ought todo; an example to be worthi'y imicated by 
ſach as will write 42 Verſe, to. whoſe couſi deration [ 
preſume to commend it. 

In the Epick way, I judge that Rhime is far more al- 
lowable, ( though the Antients usd it not) becauſe 
Verſe of "on kind may be granted to appear more grave 
and ſtately, which repreſents a continued gravity of 
Style and Matter, (which notwithſtanding, by reaſon of 
the great extent of the Argument, the variety of the 
Deſcriptions and Dialogues, will be more varied in this 
then in any other manner of ufing Verſe, as is well 
known to the judicious ) beſides, that our Engliſh Lan- 
guage 15 neither ſo copious and great, as Greek or 
Latin, as muſt needs be perceived in Homer and Virgil 
Tranſlated ; ſo that though Rhime in Verſe be of little 
uſe to ſenſe (and conſequently one of the pooreſt ra- 


lents of the Muſes) yet as it-confers on Verſe a Solid 


and '{ententious manner of expreſſion (a fault in Dras- 
matick Pocfis, if two frequently us'd, as 1s diſcours'd 
before ) I conceive it may be decently admitted in 


the Epick way ; but then it ought to be written with | 
a free and unconfined nature, as is before inſtanc'd in | 
the meaſures of Virgil; and as it is my judgment, ſol | 
have made ir pradticable in that ſmall Heroick Pocm of | 
mine, called The Brittiſh Princeſs, which T1 will not | 
preſume to commend, more then that it is ſo far at leaſt ; 
At imitator of Antiquity. Neither | 
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Neither do I believe that Sir William D' awenant,who 
was the firſt introducer of Rhime on the Stage, did o. 
therwiſe intend it then for vocal Repreſentations, and 
Operas, (in which it may do well) rather then for Plays, 
as was known in his Peru, and Siege of Rhodes. And I 
preſume that my Lord of Orrery (whoſe Ingenuity in 
Verſe brought it more in faſhion ; in thoſe ornaments 
he beſtowed on the Stage in Muſtapha, and other of his 
Heroick Compoſitions) would not judge it a debaſing 
of their worth, if they were diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of Poems, inſtead of Plays, for reaſons that he is 
better able to give himſelf, then any which I have here 
preſumed to offer ; but enough of this ſubject, which [ 
thought fit to touch, to juſtifie lo far my excule in not 
complying in my Play, with that manner of Verſc 
written 1n others. 
| As likewiſe that I have not been help'd by any Hi- 
ſtory or known Tale in forming of my Plot (not but 
that I conceive it very allowable, if well managed, and 
that the trath of Hiſtory be not evidently impaired by 
it, which were to render the actions of men contra- 
diQory and fabulous, where they are otherwiſe verityed 
by authority) being willing to believe that a realonable 
Genius (and ſuch a one I will only preſume ro) might 
produce that which ſhou!d be at leaſt as new and uſeful, 
as any thing con'!d be taken from either ; nor do find 
but the greateſt Plays formerly were the Poets own 
Tales, as well as Plots; and doubtleſs they found few 
better then they could devile, as alſo- that it was natu- 
ral and delightful for them to manage ſuch beſt. 

a2 There 
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There are three things which chiefly the Muſes re- 
quire to compleat their perfeQions 3 the firſt is the 
beauty of Invention or Deſign, its two fair ſeconds, 
Eloquence and Wit, with an uſeful improvement of 
theſe to our converſe and manners, (nor did I ever ob- 


ſerve any man ſo ignorantly confident to affirm, that a 
Poem, or Play,could be compleated with Humours and 


 CharaGters alone) though above all, the firſt is' to-be 


allowed the greater value, as being the fountain from 
whence theſe ſtreams mult flow. 

Thus a Poet is ſaid to be a maker or feigner, as the 
word « ſignifies in Greck, from whence it is derived 
according to Ariſtotle ; in like manner the StruQures of 
Poeſte are not decently tobe raiſed like other buildings, 
1a which the foundation is the deſign of one man, the 
model anothers, the fitting of the timber, and other 
materials a thirds ; whileſt the Poet ſhould not only be 
the ſole Archite&, but all other operations contrived 
and performed by himſelf ; *befides it deſtroys the im- 
provement of Fiction (the exerciſe of the Mules) pi- 
nioning thoſe wings they delight to ſpread, and doth 
advantage,though little more, then to be lazily diligent; 
inſomuch that it is very obſervable, ſince Tranſlating 
hath been ſo much praQtis'd, and taking from Romances 
and Forcign Plays, the compoſitions ariſing from them 
appcar not leſs difproportion'd and uneven, then if a 


Painter undertaking to deſcribe a Hiſtory, ſhould from 


the drawings of Maſters,” and Figures'in Print (to a ju- 
dicious eye very difcernable) take a poſture from one, | 


a head from another, a body from a third, and having 
kx pat 
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put them on ſuch legs as he ſhall make for them, confi- 
dently averre he hath performed the noble invention 
and deſign that belongs to a Story Painter. And I doubt 
not to aftirm, that the great veneration and. repute of 
former Tales amongſt the Antients, leſſened not only 
fiction and contrivance in their works, but in like man- 
ner did mightily prejudice moſt of all their Succeſlors 
in Poeſie, who have endeavoured to lay their deſigns 
after the ſame manner ; inſomuch, that who judicially 
examine it, may ſoon find how thin and deficient their 
Poems were, in reſpec of that beauty their ſublime cx- 
preſſions gave them, (excepting Virgill's the Prince of 
Poets to which I attribute all things )-And had they 
equally been happy in the glory Fr e other, there had 
been ſmall honour to have becn gotten by the Muſes 
at this day. 

And that I may come nearer my Reader, I will pre- 
ſume to ſay, that I ſhould be unwilling (for the reaſons 
here given) to have been Author of the contrivance of 
Statins, Taſſo, orany I have (een ſince Virgil in the E- 
pick way, as in the Dramacick I diſlike the Tragedian 
Senecain the choice of his Argument and Characters, in 


| both of which, he is ſo far out-done by our En liſh 


Poets, that he cannot in that kind Cnomrichiantil the 
greatneſs of his thoughts) ſtand in any compariſon with 
them ; which can be zttributed to no other cauſe, then 
his doting on thole pitiful Tales of Medea, Hippolitus, 
Theſeus, Hercules, and the like (that were leſs worthily 
then long the eſtcem of Antient Poets;) and it is ſome- 
thing mote a wonder, that the Schools being ſo frequent 
amongſt 
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amongſt them in thoſe days, they ſhould forget to im- 


prove this obvious Philoſophical Maxim, Omme agens 
agit propter finem, which as it holds in all humane aQi- 
ons, ſo its prudence ought to be heightned as far as poſ- 
ſible, both in Epick, and Dramatick writing. 

I confeſs a Poct ſhould not be ſo negligent, as to be 
unacquainted with the Tales and Fiftions of the Anti- 
ents, in which he ought to be well knowing, as far as 
neceſſary, or as he ought to be converſant with all o- 
ther learning of times paſt, ſince the Muſes ſeldom 
vouchſafe their fayours, where there is not a preparati- 
on ſutable to their dignity and greatneſs; as it were 
abſurd to invite a Queen, 'and have no ornaments 
fit for her reception; fo on the other fide, the advanta- 
ges of literature ſhould be rather afliſtane to Fiction, 
then any way burthening or deprefling it ; Virgil per- 
haps of all Poets was moſt learn'd, yet ſhews us in 
all parts of his works, that his Muſe was the Miſtreſs 
of his Studies, and that their beſt ſplendors, were to 
ſerve for her greater delight and entertainment. In 
other Sciences, Learning is a Tutor, but in this of Poe. 
try, Fiction muſt illuſtrate, and guide that, leading us 
unto thoſe pleaſant retirements of the Mules, where as 
from various and beautiful platforms of Gardens, is be- 
held the particular deſignments of ſhades, walks, and 
flowers. 

Words are the children of thought, and man muſt 
be granted to have firſt imagined ſpeech, before he 
could exprels any conception of his by words ; ſo that 
thought, was both the primitive ground, and glory of 

| Tongues, 
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Tongues, which ſucceſſively came to be more improved 3 

and doubtleſs it was the Wit of Poets that 'above all ) 
refin'd their own languages 3 ſo that I wonder to find it 
affirmed, that Ben. Fohnſon ( who had ſuch a ſoul of 
thought) did by Trarſlating b-autifie our Tongue 3 as 
if his ingenuity was not tobe allowed the glory of do- 
ing far more by its (ingle ſtrength. I ſhould beloth to 
wiſh any ſo 11], as that he were alive to anſwer the im- 
putation 3 however, [ could be well content, that ſuch 
as will make him their preſident in Tranſlating from 0- 
thers, could diſpoſe of it ſo well, and that they had like 
wiſe as much Wit, and Learning beſides. 

Tranſlating, may I grant, adds ſome perfeCtion to a | 
language, becauſe it introduces the wit of others into 
its own words, as the French have of late done well in 
theirs; and we have pretty well requited their kind- 
neſs to us, in rendring ſo much: of theirs in ours 3 but 
where I can make uſe of good Originals, I ſhall be more 
ſparing of my eſtcem of Copies, and I dare averre, that 
the Ingenuiries of Fobnſon, Beaumont, and Fletcher, with 
ſome orher of our tormer Poets, Icft our language more 
improved,as it expreſſed their choughts, then if the beſt 
of Italien. Spani/h,and French Wit, had been Tranſlated 
by the greateſt of Pens. I wiſh it be our good fortune 
(for the benetit of future times) to Jeave our Tonguc 
as much inJarged and imbelliſhed, as they Ieft it to us. 

With as little reaſon can any man aftirm, that Viretl 
did not elevate rhe Latin Tongue to that ſtrengch and” 
ſublimenefs of ſtyle, from the vivacity of his thoughts, 
rather then from thole few conceptions, and perhaps 
the 
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the meaneſt of his works, which he copied from Homer, 
whether in honour of that antient Tale of Troy,or ſome 
other of his Fables which the world had long admired 
(as it was the manner of the Antients,as is already men- 
tion'd) and I doubt are very imperfeQ in Hower, if 
compared with the manner of his delivering them in his 
ſecond Book, tor which his more viQorious Laure! might 
deſerve no lc{s then what he expreſſes of himſelf, on a- 
' Nother occaſion in his Georgicks, in reference to the 
Grecian Poets ; 


Primus ego in patriam mecum (modo vita ſuperſit) 
Aonio rediens deducam wertice muſas. 


Works that are great and ſingular, will, and ought to 


be the imitation of men (as is more particularly the caſe 
of Epick Poefie) in thoſe few Authors that have writ of 
it in ſo many Apes ; ſo that Statins and Taſio had ſome 
kind -of noble emulation in endeavouring to be the 
Succeſlors of Virgil, notwithſtanding they were behold- 
ing to him for much of their Model] and CharaQters, and 
could not come ſo near his height, as he exceeded Ho- 
mers; hike ſmall Structures that muſt be content to be 
ovcr-looked by a more ſtately Palace, though they epi- 
romize 1ts reſemblance 3 whileſtin the Dramatick way, 
the Genius of men hath not been ſo confin'd, nor any 
particular manner and authority in point of writing io 
much acknowledged for excellent 3 wheretore the ſame 
licenſc 15not reaſonably to be admitted, but if we-will 
needs make the firſt our Preſidents, for the liberty that 

Is 
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15 now taken in the latter, it were well for the Stage, 
if ſuch things were only imitated of our Antient Poets, 
that have had tranſcendent applauſe from our former 
Theaters: And doubtleſs it is a commendable pru- 
dercein Writers of what kind ſoever, if they endeavour 
to heighten their. Works and Stiles, from the examples 
of others, that have been moſt approved in the ſame 
kind, (ſince example were of ſmall uſe otherwiſe) as 
he that would be maſter of the Latin Tongue, might be 
well content to imitate the ſtiles of Cicero and Ceſar 3 
the like may be faid of ſome excellent Preſidents 1n 
our own Language, the defe&t whereof is no ſmall rea- 
{on that neither Latin, nor Engliſh is ſo well written, as 
it might be at this day. . 

Having thus far diſcours'd of Heroick Plays (and 
ſuch other things as I thought incident to them, and 
to which this Dramatick compoſition of mine is in part 
relating)I ſhall in the next place (though with leſs pro» 
lixity)give my Reader an account of the other part of it, 
which is Comedy,and of that kind of Pocſic in general. 

Though the Nature of Comedy be not the ſame with 
Tragedy, the end of it is; for InſtruGion is the part of 
both, as man may be diſciplin'd under ſeveral School- 


. maſters. 


The word Comedy was derived from the Greek 
word x«wvJiz, or more largely underſtood by the An- 
tients of a Play repreſenting humane life and man- 
ners 3 whereas the buſineſs of Tragedy is in 'a high- 
er nature to diſpoſe and elevate the intrigues of paſſi- 
ons and affections; I mean ſuch as depend on Ambiti- 

b on, 
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on, Revenge, Love, Honour, and the like, and ſo dete& 
their vicesaccordingly. As it is the duty of Comedy to 
do the. ſame, in thoſe that come neareſt our Morali- 
tics, thoughit muſt be granted that the repreſentation 
of Tragedy, cannot be ſo univerſally prafticable (and 
conſequently not of that benefit to mankind) becauſe 
its concernments, and adions, are more ſublime, and 
ſeparated from the univerſality of men, rather fit only 
for the ear of Princes, (who are very often the greateſt 
number of charaCters in a Tragical- Fable) then for a 
lower degree of Perſons; which ſhews us, that-Comedy 
hath ſome merit above it, in that it is of a more univer- 
ſal nature. Upon which occaſion our famous Fohnſor 
well obſerves, that Lyſipp:5 was not able to form with 
his Graver,or Apelles co Paint with his Pencil, thoſe life 
ſtroaks and touches, -that true Comedy repreſents, in 
reſpeQ of the various affeCtionsof the mind, in behold- 
ing the inſolence of ſome in joy, the melancholy fret- 
ings of others, the raging madneſs of ſuch as are un- 
done with love, avarice, riot,torturd with expeQation, 
conſum'd with fear, &c. as he gives the example, and 


to whom we are obliged for ſo many excellent Drama- 


tick CharaQters to this purpoſe. 

And as Tragedy requires a ſtrong intrigue and Plot 
(I wiſh it were more obſerved now adays) as being the 
repreſentation of higheſt paſſions, and aGtions ; ſo Co- 
medy in like manner would abound with all delightful 


variety of both, by which we behold the humours, and 


inclinationsof men, in due elevation, and magnitude ; 


not that it is requiſite that all the charaQers in a Play 
ſhould 
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ſh ould be equally great, or manage alike the main drift 
of the Drama, (as lines drawn from the center of a cir- 
cle, have an equal extent within its circumference) but 
rather receive a becoming proportion, which is indeed 
the Golden Rule to be obſerved in Plays, and requires 
no leſs the invention, and skill of the Poet to make it 


1 pradticable; foras in Mathematical Operations, - there 
| 15nothing more hard then to be cunning in the Symme- 


try of lines, and figures they expreſs ; ſo the Poees 
diſpoſition of his charaGers, ought in as high a degree 
to be proportionable to that body of thought he de- 
ſigns for them. . This 1s that which enobles Language 
and Wit, giving to both a decorum on the Theater; 
for though the Muſes preſcribe few rules, they abhor 
wrrepularity, and licenſe, 'tis their ſublime inſtinQ, 
where their excellencics meet in any, as is divinely ex- 
preſſed by Ovid. | 
Sedibus etherers ſpirits ille wenit. 

And as Lipſizs aftirms, Scio Poetam neminem preſtan- 
tem fuilſe, ſine parte qualam nuberiore divine mentis. 

Plays thac are Hiſtorical, or have much of narration 
in them, are generally ingrateful, becaufe they dull the 
edoe of the hearers, which as it 1s ſharpen'd by obſer- 
ving what is aftually produc'd,(o it is impair'd by hearing 
of relation inſtead of action, whether it be true or 
falle, an unpardonable error in moſt of the French 


Writers, who it ſeems did not well apprehend that 


things atually repreſented, have more of nature, and 
life in them, then any account of them, that can be 
given in words 3 as likewiſe ſuch Plays may be cen- 

b 2 ſured, 
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ſured, the body of whoſe deſign conſiſts more eſſenti- 
ally on the miſtakes of perſons, then the intrigues of 
paſſions, as moſt of the Spani/h do, and ſome of the 
French, where the grand deſign 1s to keep the ſpefa- 
tors inſuſpence, till it end with dilcovery of the true 
perſon, by reaſon that it cannot be of ſomuch concern 
roan Audience, as when Plays ſympathize with thoſe 
paſlions that are obſervable in men 3 which is lo obvi- 
ous, that I need ſay no more as to theſe particulars, 
they bcing equally defects in Tragedy and Comedy. 
And as Plays in cither kind, ought to have the ſame 
end, in reſpec of manners, fo there is an Analogy and 
commendable reſemblance of charaQters in both,though 
of different natures, according to the rule,contraria jux+ 
ta ſe appoſita,magis eluceſcunt. For asin the charafters of 
Tragedythere will be ſome violent in love,others haugh- 
ty,raſh,and turbulent, above what is ordinary to be ob- 
ſerved in men 3 {o Comedy will have its extravagancies 
(beſides many more) in morole, heedlel(s, timorous and 
fooliſh perſons, which are images of the like contrary 
effeas of nature ; in like manner, the deſigns and ad- 
ventures depending on theſe, have their proportions; 
for as Dramatick characters will have ſome remoteneſs 
from the ordinary ations of men, ſo muſt their under- 
takings be ſutable ; wherefore I wonder to find: it at- 
firmed, that extravagancies of actions ſhould be fixed 
on ane! (which is rather an entertainment of Mimik- 
ry, than a Play in any kind) ſince Plays muſt not beſo 
even, as to.repreſent nothing above nature, which 
were to. make them more reaſonable, then Poetical ; 


beſide 
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beſides, it isa"commendable licenſe (eſpecially in Poe> 
try) to repreſent what is rather uſeful ro know, (asit 
ſeems aftually done) then the pollibility of it, ſo it pro- 
vide well for our manners; as we ſee in Comedies, 
where we are taught from the inouths of Fools, and 
by ſuch extravagancies as arein ſome kind impolitble 
to be ſuppoſed, how we may become the wiler 3 
why elſe did our learned Fohnſon compleat that great 
work of his Alchymiſt, with ſuch perſons that conti- 
nue a proſecution of extravagancy of humour or im- 
poſiibility together, (except the making of the Philo- 
ſophers Stone be held a known truthYor that his Dol 
C5mon repreſenting the Queen of Fairies, was not to 
paſs upon the weak capacity of Dapper deceived by it ? 
The ſame may be affirmed of his Cynthias Rewells, 
where Cupid, Mercury, and Eccho have parts, or ſome- 
what more extraordinary in his Devil's an Aſs, where 
the grand Demon, and a leſſer, are made characters, as 
Satyrical Reflections on Vanity and Vice, to be cor- 
rectcd by them 3 which ſhews, that the truth or poſſibi- 
lity of the characters, is leſs to be conſidered, then 
the Morality they atm at. Et hercule omnis ſalſa di- 
cendi ratio in eo eft, ut aliter quam eſt reium verumque 
dicatur, as Quintilian obſerves. 

As the chief. end of Comedy is improvement of 
manners, ſo the mirth ariſing thence; 1iz_to entertain 
our paſlions, and affections with delight proper there» 
unto; wherefore to make laughter the chicfeſt end 
of Comedy, is to impair its more ſuperiour eſteem, 
ſince what is ridiculous, is not therefore Comedy. If a 

| Clown 
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Clown were ſhewn in a Ladies Gown, or a Sca- 
ramuchio that provokes laughter, no otherwiſe then 

by making a wry face, or.geſturs, he muſt ſtrangely 
- participate of vulgar folly, that would call either of 
' theſe the parts of Comedy, ſince they work nothing on 
the afteions, nomore then a man can be ſaid to laugh 
properly without mirth, or be ſick, and have no diſeaſe. 

But Inced not trouble my Reader with a farther vin- 
dication of comedy, ( though it be ſome misfortune 
to our Theaters in berng ſo little happy init this Age ) 
other then by taking leave to ſuppoſe, that it is under- 
valu'd moſt by ſuch as do not rightly conceive of its 
worth, or elſe deſpair of writing, what ſhall merit its 
eſteem or name. | | 

| There. is another ſort of diverſion on the Stage, 
much received of late (I will not queſtion with what 
prudence) and that is Farce ; which, as I have ſaid be- 
tore, conſiſts of Mimikry and other ridiculous Geſtures 
mingled together, for which it may properly enough 
bear the denomination, though it is no more of kin 
- toa Play, then a Mule is to a Horſe, in having ſome- 
what longer ears; or that a Pedlar who hath ſome 
things in his Pack, that Drapers and Silkmen furniſh 
their Shops with, ſhould be ſaid to be of theſe Trades, 
though he hath none Jawfully of his own. 

No leſs doth this French Mode of entertainment on 
our Theaters, vilitie micth, and countenance tor the 
moſt part debauchery, where it is frequent to obſerve, 
the waiting womans intrigue 15 to Pimp for the Ma- 


dam, and the Valet de'Chambre for the. Monnſeeur he 


__ -yerves, 
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ſerves, which performed with ſome eaſe in the compaſs 
of five Adts, they go to bed likewiſe for their labour 
the reſt of the charaters have commonly to little to 
ſay for themſelves, that a man cannot diſcern a Fan- 
/ raſtick Fool, or Clown, otherwiſe then by their Ha- 
bits or Geſtures, 

And as Farce cannot be allow'd to be Comedy, in 
its meaneſt ſignification, becauſe it doth not perform 
the requiſites unto it 3 ſo I find no reaſon to call Co- 
medy low, though conſiſting of mean charadters, it 
anſwering the ends already expreſſed (as is to be ſcen 
in not a few of our antient ones) and cannot deſerve a 
more worthy eſteem, if by the 'skill and wit of the 
Writer, the charaQters of vulgar men are made worth 
the obſervation of the greateſt, according to that of 
Virgil in his Georgicks, ſpeaking on the familiar ſub- 
Jeas, he there treats of 


Nec ſum animi dubins, verbis ea wvincere magnum, 


Quam ſit, &» anguſtis hunc addere rebus honorem. 


Notwithſtanding I would not be thought averſe from 


fuch a choice of perſons in Comedy, as are moſt fit to 
character the moſt generous inſtrution of manners ; 
wherefore if for the greateſt number rhey repreſenc 
the ſame dignitics in either Sex, the entertainment is 
more ſutable ro the Audience, which moſt conſiderably 
doth confiſt of theſe ; and hereI cannot chuſe but re- 
flea on our mean imitation of French Plays, by intro-- 
ducing of ſervants and waiting women to have parts, 

= with- 
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without being eſſential chara&ers y an error well a- 
voided by our former writers, who never admitted 
any, otherwiſe then as meſſengers and attendants, ex-+ 


cept on the account of being charaQters, as is to be {cen 


by Numphs in Bartholomew Fair, and Face in the Al- 
chymiſt ; the latter of which (notwithſtanding what can 
be objefted againſt him) may deſervedly be granted 
one of the beſt parts on: our Engliſh Stage. 

But perhaps we are not now fo deſtitute of cha« 
raters, as we are of deſign and wit to manage them, 


invention being ready to afford many, and obſervation 


ſome ; though here I cannot chuſe but cenſure the 
unpoctical, and no leſs offenſive licenſe in particular- 
1y deſigning the perſons of any, an abuſe that deſerves 
to be 4%, reſented, ſince (if permitted) no man 
can be ſecured, but that he may give his money to ob- 
ſerve his alliance, friend, or himſelf, made his inju- 
rious entertainment on a publick Stage; beſides , 
Plays ought more to refle& on manners, then men, as 
being their moral uſe, and when they do otherwile, 
they are Libels rather then Plays, and nauſeate the ear 
of a modeſt Audience. 

Having made theſe obſervations on our paſt and 
preſent Stage, muſt be ſo ingenuous with my Reader, 
as to fear,that the perfe&ion of our former Dramatick 
Poeſie ought more politickly to have been my diſpute 
with others,then that I ſhould have maintain'd its praile, 
ſince he 13 prompted by it, to compare the excellency 
of their Plays with my defects in this, and for which I 


have an obje&ion to anſwer, though, I hope, a weak 
| one, 
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- | one, concertiing the charafter:of Tyſamnes, whom I find 
| to be charg'd with a breach of! promiſe to Statyra ; the 
: matter of fa I confels ; but as ations have their degrees © 
q of evil, as the circumſtances relating thereunto ſhall * 
: render them more or leſs excuſfable; ſo I muſt ſay in 
n | the behalf of this my charaQer, that the temptation of 
d enjoying of a Crown together wirh the love of the 
Scythian Queen, did produce hisnegle& of Statyra; and 
- | whoſoever ſhall conſider the prevalency of ambition in 
ly Princes, (eſpecially in one without a Crown, which was 
n_ Þþ his caſe) and how often they forfeit the higheſt obliga« 
'e || tions to advance it, will grant I ſuppoſe without 
r= | much difficulty, that there needs (ſmall excuſe for his 
es || charaer; beſides, there was ſuch a reparation on his 
in |f fide, both to his Queen, and her, that though he remoy'd 
D- | the former, partly for her ſake, he did not make himſelf 
u- Þ} ſo guilty,as to marry the latter ; but by a due ſorrow for 
S > Þ| his ingratitude to both, confirm'd an honourable repu- 
as | tation on his charaQter ; all which the Reader may ob- 
(ce, I ſerve in the Play : fo thatir is not meerly the doing of 
ar Jill, but the perſiſting 1n it, that fixes an indelible ſtain 
on perſons ; beſides, that no manis of neceſſity to be 
preſented on the Stage with an evenneſs of paſlion, as 
being neither common, or natural in men, in whom de*- 
feQts will have ſome place with virtue. | 
This objeAion (though feeble enozgh) bath beenen- 
deavoured to be ſupported by the impertinent cavils of 
1Cy Wome, who will hardly like any thing, and care as little 
or what is good; whether this proceeds from their 
eak | 5leen to the ingenuities of men, or that they hold it a 
ne, "IA | Fo | more 
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more noble imployment for their Criticiſm, I cannot 
tell ; and yet I do not find any other objzeGion made 
againſt my Play, though both the deſign and charaGers | 
were new as the hour in which it was firſt ſeen,. being | 
wholly created without having reference to truth other- } 
wiſe, then poſſibly conſiſtent with it in the perſons I in- 
troduce, according to Horace ; 


Fifa voluptatis cauſa, ſint proxima wveris. | 


The misfortune it had.in having ſome of the Parts ill } 
and imperfeRly performed, as alſo the laying down of } 
it,the ſixth day of its being preſented, when the Audience 
was very near as conſiderable, as the firſt day it was | 
Ated,as alſo an intermiſſion hitherto occaſioned by the | 
long abſence of ſome principal Afreſies, could not but } 
prejudice the eſteem it gain'd, and might have been im- | 
provdin a further time z not that I judge of the validi- | 
ty of Plays, according to the good fortune they have in | 
poitit of reception, it having been ordinary enough for | 
very mean or ill ones (eſpecially in this Age) to have | 
had the credit of getting money at a ſmall expence of | 
Wit, whilſt they have little more reaſon to glory in the 
heat of their acceptation, or number of hearers, then 
the Fly had in the Fable, that ſitting upon a Wheel, moſt 
ingeniouſly boaſted of the duſt that was rais d by it. | 

I fear Thavetreſpaſs'd too much on my Readers patt-| 
ence(though'I have not troubl'd him with any other ex- 
traordinary Dedication)being ready to acknowledge that 


what ] have writ here, ſeems more a diſcourſe, orEiſay on 
$ ; Dra- 


* 
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; Dramatick Poeſie, then a Preface to a Play; and indeed, 
Thad thoughts of compiling the diſcufling of that ſubje& 


'S | witch ſome things of that nature, not but I conceiv'd it 
g 7] mightbe as uſefully given him in this place, where he 
= |} may more readily obſerve how far I have made praQti- 
- | cable the Theory of this kind of writing I moſt eſteem; 


nor dolI undertake to reifie the judgments of others, 

farther then theirs ſhall do mine, where I conceive their 

reaſons to be more prevalent ; or would willingly im- 
| ploy ſofrivolouſly my Pen, as to entertain a Polemick 
ill { diſcourſe of Plays, that to the prudent can fignifie little 
of | more then to controvert which i is the beſt way of per- 
ce | forming a trifle, 


Farewel. 


_ The Firſt Prologue. 


Moe are Agel and Dnderbill, 2 NGC 
Ang. M R. Underhill —— As 1 am a man of mixth, Tani ſo overjoyed 


0 ws that I could caper from one end ot our Stage to the 
G .Y Other, . | | 
. Und. 1 fear, Mr. Agel, you are too jocund before-hant; Wit is grown a 
_ tickFi{h thing of late; and how our Play will take, is ſome queſtion. | 
Angs Take, why there's no doubt of ifs taking, To which purpoſe be 
it known to all here preſent, that weare to a& a Farce today, that hath ſix- 
teen Mimicks in ic, ſeveral Jack-Puddings; and Punchinellos, never preſented 
before, with two aud thirty Dances and Jiggs a-1a-mode beſides. 
Und. AFarce to day, lay you?. . "is Py 
Ang-Yes,& T hope to morrow,and to morrow.,a ado to the end of qur lives. 
Und. Maſt we itil perfiſt then'to fool Wit out of countenance, and fo bid 


| farewel to good Plays and Comedy for ever ? | 

Ang. We muſt, as I take it, until therc are Poets that can write them. 

Und. In thc mean time, we are like to'maintain a deſpicable Stage. ._ - 

Ang. And why (o, Sir, ought not that which gets the,moſt money, be held 
the beſt Wit ? I ſuppoſe our Company are much of that opinion. . 

Und. However, as Iam an Actor, and bound to honour true Mirth and 
Comedy, Iam fo far concern'd, that I could with the Scaramuchos, and Jack- 
Puddings were (cnt to their propzr Stages, ſince Plays are now grown (6 

greaſic with French Lard, that an Actor do's not know how to handle them. 
' Ang. My right reverend Comedian, you arc not wiſe, and thus I demon- 
ſtrate it E will play a Farce ten to one againſt a Comedy, Tragi-comedy, 
or any Hcroick Play whatſocvcr. 

Und. And be (ure it will take ? 

Ang. 1told you before, that was no-queſtion---nay more,I can aſſure you, 
that many good Wits of the Town encourage it, who damn all Plays betides.. 

Und.Perhaps in compaſſion to us Actors,or out of contempt to the Writers 
of this Age, whole Wit thcy judge cannot reach the clevation of their Brain. 

Ang. No mattcs whether it be trom the Poles above, or the Poles below, I 
aim ſarc they are better then Pole-(tars to us, provided they diſpenſe their in» 
fluence oftcn here, 

Un1. And what ſhall become of the new Play, intended to have been this 
day preſented ? Ange Why, our/Attors have luberly reſolved, it thall be dc» 
terr*d to (ome othicr time Und, As Lligpe to act good part again, I am (or- 
ry for it 4 biit is jt certam ? Ange. There is nothing certain in the world, 
though "tis lo concluded, unlts lome uncxpected prohibition, or Fate hinder 
It=««but 'tis altnoll time, Enter Noakcs, 

We withdraw in order to our parts 1nd properties---herc comes Mr.Noakgs 
ready dreltÞ Uad. Then I perecive we thall have a Farce to purpole, and *tis 
odds, but he perſonates one beetle-brow'd Fellow or oth.r. 


Ang. 


Ang. O Mr. Noakg, you have habited your (elf very propaly. 
Noak. According to my belt apprehenlion, Gentlemen. UV4ad. But you: 
ſhould not have entred with your face grim*d,?twill diſcover too much of our 
Farces plot betore-hand. Noak, There's good delign in it, I warrant you. 

Und. But what ſhall wedo for a Prologue? Noak. Leave that to me, 
Sirs, Vle give u'm one a new way. Ang. Mark that, Mr. Underbilh and ſhall 
we have a novelty in our Prologue, Mr. Noakgs? Noak, I have devilcd it 
purpolcly,becaule a new way is generally taking in what kind foever. 44. I 
am much of that opinion, fince I have obſerved that new non-ſenſe is valued 
.more then old Wit. Nozk; What think you then, if I ſpeak to all the Judges 
in the Pit by looks and grimasks? Ang. A rare and prodigious thought! I 
have known a device like this, {crve well in a Play. Und. And hath becn 
thought a good Sccne too. N14k, And tirft on you Criticks, Ple leer thus, 
like a Satyr 3, for the moderate Wits thus tor ho, ho, ho's, who laugh in 
{uch good carnelt, when there is no Jclt given them, comically thus. 

Enter Changing, 

Und, No more of your grimasks, good Mr. Noakes- Noak; And why (o, 
Sir? . Vad. Becauſc I have conlider'd better, and lince *tis rclolv'd, we thall 
have a Prologue to our Farce, herc is onc ſhall give it win the Farce way cx- 
actly. [To the Changing, ] 

Ang. There's nothing bctter the very Pudding of our Farce that nuſt 
fill the Audience up to the throat with laughter. Nosky Since you will have 
it ſo, you (hall tind me reaſonable 3 I contels tis a pretty toyiſh modilh way. 

Und. And what is molt extraordinary, hc ſhall dance out a Prologue. 

Ang. A Prologue to be danced, aha, aha, Boys. [ Angel leaps. | 

Noak, And I make Still-Mulick with my mouth the whiltt, thall I, Sirs ? 

Und. *Tis not amiſs come hither, Changling, and (ct your tcet, and looks 
in order for the Prologue, 

Chang. Shall it be with my face, fect, and hands, tredoudling thus ? 

Omnezs. *Tis very innocent and well. | 

Chang. Ie warrant you, Ve tredoudle it ſo,that it ſhall take to purpolc. 

Omnes. Mulick there for the Prologue, 

Thy Muſich, plays, he dances a while, then is beard a moife wit!. 
Thund'r and Lightning, as which time Bott, Johnloi, 
forſunated riſes from belows | 

Noak, Ha, Thunder and Lightuing !-—-l hops the Madain Mul,s arc not 
dilpleas'd with us, | | 

Ang. Bit what apparition is this moving, towards us ? 

UViid. As I am an Actor, 'tis the Genius of the old Comick Pot Bexs Job * 
ſon, | know it by his Picture that hanps up in the Strand. 
Ang. Fly, iy, Allociates, there's no being, ou the Stage longer, ſor us of the 
* Farce patty, | They go off ſeveral ways: | 
Attcr which Ben. Fobnſon perfonated, yors ip to the Audicnce, and/lpeaks 
@ Prologuc, 
Eh: 


__ 


The Sccond Prologue perſonated like 
riſing from below. 


Ehold I Bcn - £.-Ph your Poet once, 

That living durſt a vengeance bere denounce 
On all the Stages Crimes, and Judges dare 
To make my Wit their ſenſe, or elſe their fear 3 
Thus have I left th* Elizium Shades and Groves, 
The ſacred Manſions of the Muſes Loves, 
Where I my Bays till now unwitber'd ſaw 
In my immortal Plays, that bere gave Law- 
But now provok'd, the Muſes quarrel take, 
And from their call thus my _—_ makg 5 
Did T inſtrutt you ( well ne're balf an Age ) 
To underſtand the Grandeur of the Stage, 
With the exatteft Rules of Comedy, 
Tet now y*are pleaſed with Wits low frippery, 
| Admitting Farce, the trifling mode of France, 

T' infe you with fantaſtick, ignorance, 

Forgetting *twas your glory to behold, 
Plays wiſely form'd, ſuch as I made of old; 
But by my Bays I ſwear, if you perſiſt, 
And my Fudicious Cautions bence reſiſt, - 
Ile next riſe with the Furies from below, 
That ſcourge vile Poets there with Scorpions too, 
And with thoſe circÞ d, biſi at you, and them, 
| Except the Scenes juſt Grandenr you redeem 5 
Thus for your Crimes, but what this day will be, 
The fate and merit of the Play yow'l ſee 3 
I ſcarce divine, nor did its Author raiſe 
Me by a Poets charm to give him praiſe. 
I never had an Ear.was ſoth'd by Rhime, 
Or flatter'd to proted a Writers crime. 
And might this Authors modeſtly offend, 
Sh.,uld my Encominm bere bis Play commend 3 
Who now prevents it, whileſt metbinkg I hear 
A whiſper of bis doubtings in my car ; 
His fears are many, there's ſuch Fate in Wit, 
That Phays from fortune more then merit bit, 
IWb:ſe Muſe would bluſh for ſuch a guilty chance, 
Since 'twere the bounty of your ignorances 
But thangh your crimes in judgment be forbeary, 
Taky beed, bow Beu wack once more sppearte 


Ben Johnſon 


Third Prologue. 


0U ſee what little Arts ware faintotry, 

To give 4 Prologue ſome variety 

Wit you have had, perhaps, in many new, 

Though Farce, and Dance, ("your much lov'd mirth) in ſew. 


But why Great Johnſon's Gho## ſhould thus appear, 
As if to heGor Wits, and Criticks here, 
Who (if the Devil were Poet) would not fear? 


' 'Twas 4 bold Fifion, and ſo let it go, 

Tet thus far 'tis inſtruFive unto you 5 

That ſhould you recolle® your Judging Crimes, 
The Ribalary of Plays in Proſe, and Rhimes, 
Johnſon »:ight riſe indeed, and own it true. 


His Plays were Laws to Wit, and Plot well told, 

But ſuch you ſlight, (though wiſe) becauſe th are old 
And well it is for Writers, fincethat way 

. You might expe& from all who write a Play. 


True Comedy, the moral Mirth of Plays, 
Lives now the glory of dead Poets Bays, 
And like the Phenix (though conſeſs'd to be) 
Produces few of her Poſterity. 


$0 rare a piece, our Poet dares not ſay 

Ton now ſhall ſee, but as weak, Pencils may 
From T itian, or Vandike example take, 
And in their figures ſmall reſemblance make. 


So 'twas the buſineſ of our Authors Tem, 

To paint ſome life of Comedy agen, 

Aud like to ſuch as would, but cannot Feaſt, 
Does wiſh your entertainment were the Beſt, 


The Perſons Names. 


Tyſamnes 4 Perſian Prince Marry'd to the Mr. Harris. Y | 
DBecn of Scythia. 
Baſlanes A Gereral, 2d Prince of the Blood of Mr. Young. 
Scythia. | 
Foſcaris A Gentleman of Quality, who longs for Mr. Smith. 
his Wife after he has parted with her. | 
Andrages Another Husband, who loves his Wife Mr. Crosby. 
ſo well that he cannot part with her, though | 
ſhe ſeems to provoke him to it. 
Toxaris) g,,,4;ers to Pariſatis Queen of Mr. Standford. | 
Alvanes Scythia. | Mr. Cademan. 
Araxis _ Mr. Norris. 
Draxanes@,... Mr. Adams. 
Eumenes CFriendsto — Mr. Weſtwood. 
Two Courtiers. 


Pariſatis Queer of Scythia. Mrs. Betterton. 
Mandana 4 Queer o the Amazons. " Mrs. Long. 
Statyra A great Perſian Lady formerly belov'd Mrs. Johhſon. 


by Tyſamnes. 
Clarina Wife to Foſcaris. Mrs. Shadwell. 
Melviſla ife to Andrapes. Mrs. Dixon. 
Four Court Ladies. 
Daranthe Chief Commanareſ7 of the Amazons. Mrs. Lee. 
Cydane 9 Embaſſadreſſes ſrom the Zueen Man- Mrs. Lilborne. 
Renone ; dana. | Mrs, Wright. 
Maſquers. | : 
Attendants. 
Guards. 

The Scene Scythia, 


f 
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THE 


Womens Conqueſt 


A 


TRAGI-COMEDY. 


ACTI. SCENELI. 


Enter Toxaris, Alvanes, and Araxis. 


Tox. E11 Mortals, if any live happy, | 
\/ V/ 'Tis we Scythians at this day. | 
| Arax. And prethee why ? | 

Tox. Arenot we Men? 

Arax. Yes, and Courtiers. | 

Tox. And what's more, have our Amours unqueſtion'd | 
By thoſe meager ſort of Females, Wives, whoſe entails 
We cancut off at pleaſure, ſometimes held neceſſary 
Incaſe of Age, or accidental Uglineſs; 

Is this no Felicity ? 

Alva. A fign we had our Predeceſlors men, 

Tozx. I, and ſach Souls of Matrimony, that | 
Would be all inall inevery A& and "2 
;oncern of Woman changing Wives at pleaſure, 
Sometimes, as oft as Menial Servants « how would 
The Wary $paniazrd, the more Jealous 1taliars 
lory, had they like priviledge ? 

Alv. And yet, . 


-- 


(2) 
Methinks, this cuſtom of our Nation 
Inſo abſolute a dominion over 
That weaker ſex, is not alittle rigid. 

Tox, Prethee marry then, andif thou doſt not 
Find it neceſſary ; thou'lt be more caſie 
Yok'd then moſt in g$cythia. 

Alv. But our Queens marriage 
Is my wonder, with this Perſfar Prince 
Tyſamnes. 

Arax. Sheis wiſe in all her Aftions. 

Alva. Yet not by any priviledge exempted 
From this our Nations Law, though a Queen 
 *Twerewell, ſhe had made it firſt, ſome Act of State. 

Arax. Atleaſt to exempt her ſelf: Princes are 
But men, ſometimes moſt various. 

Tox. It ſpeaks her 
Confidence in her new made Husband. 

Arax. Or rather the ſtrength of her own vertue, 
T hat dares truſt her merit to embarque 
In any ſtorm, ſhould itariſe from what 
('Twere (in to think) Ingratitude. : 

Alv. May they live greatand proſp'rous. 

Arax. Tyſamnes 15a Prince endu'd with many Graces, 
Fam'd equal with the beſt Captains of our Times, 
In noble deeds of War ; andthough but younger 
Brother of the Perſian Crown, againſt 
Natures act, deſerves the firſt place in that Throne. - 


Enter Foſcaris. 


Alva. Here comes Foſcaris, a Gentleman, that has 
Newly parted with his Wife, a fair one too. 

Arax. But that's a change inthis part of $cythia, 
Few repent, where Women liketo flowers, 
Are often plac'd in boſoms, but till Love 
; Fades their ſweetneſs---- what Foſcaris |---- 


Foſe. The merry ſt man'twixt this and Babylor, Gentlemen, 


Zox. You have parted with your Wife. 


Foſe 


(3) 


Foſe, And a fair riddance too 3 though az Women 
Go now, I think ſhe was vertuous, | | 
Alva. Doſt thou not therefore feel ſome regret 
he _—y from thy embrace, ſodeſerving a 
a -, 
roſe, No more then a child for throwing away 
A toy, when weary of the paſtime. ' 
Alas, I have lain by her a > rm Moon, 
Enjoy'd all hernights, and days varieties : 
Paſs'd the beginning, the middle, and even 
The bottom of all can be call'd fruition 
Which Iconfeſs was moſt delicious 3 
But theheavy thought that this muſt prove 
In the end, but dull repetition, | 
Did focloy my appetite. | 
Tox. Perhaps before it had taken a juſt fill. 
Aly. I confeſs, had I eſpous'd ſucha Lady 
I ſhould have been content to have ſerv'd Love 
Two Apprentiſhips at leaſt----But oh the wonders 
Of Matrimony ! how ſoon has mankind 
Enough of the honey of Wedlock. | 
Foſe. Nay, Idare commend her Graces, beſides 
I think ſhe lov'd me 3 and for her perſon 
Pigmalions [mage might have been copy'd 
From herlineaments. A Face in ev'ry feature 
Pleafing : ſuch an Eye! ſuch a Lip ! with a Cheek 
_ ne're was fam'd a ſmoother to _—_—_ - 
ith ſomething yet, then all, more taking. | 
Arax. And hadſt thou not better have kept this delicate 
Food of Love, though thou had(t chang'd ſometimes 
A meal ; rather then thus utterly to forlake her ? 
Foſe. Alas! I had my Surfeit, Gentlemen, and was 
So Witfe-ſick ; ſhe ſeem'd tome Loves potion. 
Tox. For my part, werel in thy caſe, and had 
A Face of Braſs, I ſhouldgo nearto bluſh through't. 
Here comes the Lady—m A 
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Enter Cluring.. 


Clay. To be thus thrown from him without a cauſe, 
Or act of ill laid tomy charge :.,on priviledge 
Ofthis our Countries ignominious uſage 3 
And by a man lov'd ſo well? | 
Vile, and inhumane cuſtom ! 

Tox. I hope her vertues, and thy crime will move thee 
To repentance : thou art elſe ſuch a ; | 
Tyrant-husband, as has no like, even 
In this hard-hearted Clime of ours. 

Foſe. Rather indulgent, that gave her means of 
Freedom : Iopen'd but the Cage, and 
Now Love may flye, as it liſts, 

Clar. By my example—— 

Let none h henceforth made a Bride in Scythia 3 
Where ſacred Tyes, and chaſteſt Love 
Is no ſecurity. * «| 

Tox. ThoughTIam atrue Scythian and partly 
Of thy humour, I could wiſh thee; (for this at, _) 

Some fatal penitence. 

Foſe. Ha, ha, ha, —Is that 
Poſliblein a man of my complexion ? 

Clar. He ſcarce vouchſafes a look on me ; when but 
Solate, each beam of mine was more 
Conſiderablethen warmth of Sun-ſhine. 

Alv. We muſt now leave you to your better thoughts : 
The General Baſaves is arriv'd the Court. 

Our attendance 1s expetted—— pity 
Clarina has no kinder Husband. [ Fxeunt Aly. Tox. Araxis. 

Foſe. T'le wait on you Gentlemen :.I ſerv'd 
But lately under his command—— 

Clar. You have no pity left for me? ——. [ Offers togo ont,Clar. 

Foſe. A little ſomewhat 3 but thou ſeeſt Iam now flags him. 
In haſte. 

Clar. T le be as brief; take me to thy embrace , 
My dear Foſcaris : thou know'ſt I lov'd thee M 

| er- 
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Vertuouſly and truly well : if I have done 
Amiſs in any act unknown; IT'le bend 
My knees for pardon. | 
Foſe. Alas! I charge thee 
With nocrime: but —_— is ſuch a miſchief, 
It makes Friends ſometimes differ, they know not why 3 
For whichT thank my Countries diſpenſation : 
Otherwiſe as a Miſtreſs, I think no Lady 
In our Court deſerves before thee. 
Clir. When e're you wed (as ſoon perhaps you may) 
May you eſpouſe one far more beautiful 
And equal tomy aftetion——ſo farewel— 
Foſe. Adieu— adieu : Ile not kiſsher atparting, 
LeſtIlick my ſelf into Love again 3 
And yet methinks I could almoſt be content : 
"Tis a pretty black-ey'd rogue, and was ſo 
Amorous and Airy.— Heaven forbid 
I be not once more ſmitten, and ſoproceed 
To a ſecond Wooing but hopel am arm'd---- [" Ex. Foſearis. 


Enter Melviſſa. 


Clay. This unkindnels grieves me. 
Melyv. What ! ſad Clarina? 
Clay. T had ne're more cauſe, Madam— my Husband.—. 
Aelv. What of him? I dream't that he courted thee 
With more fire thenever; and my dreams I 
Can tell thee, hit unhappily ſometimes. 
Clar. Heis moſt unkind ; a Husband of our cruel mode 
Perfetly, who having gather' d but ſo late 
My Virgin flower, hasthrown me from his breaſt, 
Asif already faded and yet Ineeds mult ſay, 
Tlove him (till. 


Melv. Thence came thy miſchief; 
The very ſpring of all thy Tears: we Wives 
Muſt uſe more dexterity in managing 
Of Husbands here 3 and that way, if poſlible, 
Get ſome hand on their Afﬀections : nor ſhould 


They 
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They bed with us; but when we pleaſe, | 
Or when our healths require 1t : the ſoft and gentle 
Not ſeldom moſt {lighted : The truth is, Marriage 
Among(t us is a molt dang'rous food of Love : 
And therefore we muſt af more wit for ſawce, 
Our men will be elſe ſo cloy'd, and caſt us off 
With no more concern,then wegivea diſh 
Of meat after having well fed on't, toour Waiters. 
Clar. But I was ſo tender, 
In giving cauſe of ſeparation—— 
Melv. *Thad fixt him ſurer to thee; nor is it hopeleſs, 
But the fenſe of thy Vertues and Beauty 
May work in him ſome thoughts of reconcilement : 
There have been (though rarely) ſuch examples. 
Clar. Might Ibut live to be 4 happy !---- 
Melv. Belides I have a means, if all fail 
Todo thee ſervice—— thou dar'ſt confide inme ?---- 
Clir. With all aſſurance. 
Mel. You muſt be ſecret, 
Clar. As athought within your breaſt. 
Melv. And mark me 3 if thou find'(tthis work him up 
To loveagain | 
Clir. I doubt the end will prove impoſhble. % 
Melv. That's as the means are order'd: Love will find out 
Ways ſometimes as extraordinary 5 which made 
A famous Poet write a Book of Lovers Arts, 
Not much inferiour to Medea's Charms :!—— 
And be ſure when you (ce himnext, let it 
Seem againſt thy will, as if thoud'ſt ſtand 
If poſſible, at like diſtance from him 3 
. As the ſphere of fixed Stars; adding convenient 
Pride and ſcorn, no ſmall artifice in our ſex. 
Clar. Your Copies ſomewhat hard 
To be practis'd by a Lover. 
Melv. 'Tisbut a juſt revenge in thy Caſe. 
Clar. T ſhall obſerve your fair inſtructions. 
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Enter Andrages. 


Melv. See, here's my man of Venus 3 an example 
Of my skill and conduCct— obſerve him well, 
And thou ſhalt ſee, I have an humble ſervant 
Inſtead of Lord and Maſter---- is't not ſo, Andrages ? 
Andra. Your will's a Law, Madam. 
Mely. Inſpight of our Nations cuſtom, is it not ? 
Andra. The ſame, Madam- 
Clar. This 1s a language, I have 
Not heard before from a $:-3th;an Husband. 
Melv. And yet, I'le ſay thus much, for this thing 
Of my embrace : he dares vye with the beſt 
Of our Gallantsz and cope with Aars himſelf 
If metin field; nor leſs would be concern'd 
 Forevery frownof mine, with any he | 
That durſt deſpiſe e'm : Am Inot right, Andrages ? 
' Andra, My life'sat your contin 
Clar. You havea power 
I ſee indeed, and doubt not but you'l uſe it nobly. 
Mely, We muſt rule thus, or we areloſt here : 
What'sa Yenus that cannot lead her ary 
In triumph ?-—A4zarages, perhaps Tlefleep 
With thee to night for this ———— 
Andra. You'l be moſt welcom Madam. 
Clar. This day ſome conliderable of our Sex 
Join in a Petition to our Queenand 
New made King. 
AMelv. 'Tis to abrogate their abuſe, 
In the arbitrary rule of men. 
Clay. I hope twill prove a ſeaſonable requeſt, 
Since now the Queen has made her ſelf a party'3 
In taking of a Princely Husband.. $1 55” 
Melv. Thou haſt eloquence, and ſhalt be one of 
''Our fair Speakers 1n this Cauſe. 
Clar. You complement me Madam, 


ThoughlT am oblig'd to ſerve the intereſt. 1. . 
P : Aely. 
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Melo. Wemuſt appear with the fair number 

Who expect us to confer—— Ardrages-*-- 

Wait my coming home about the hour of nine.” [ Ex. Melv. and 
Andra. With all obſervance, Madam Clarana. 

Was ever Gentleman and Souldier thus hen-peck'd 

As Iam ? nay, againſt the priviledge of mankind 

Here, endure it? that can diſcharge a Wife 

With a breath : ſure there's ſome extraordinary 

Magick in't 3 and I ftind by my inclinations, 

I am (o unfortunate tolove her at that rate, 

As I cannot rid my ſelf of her, though I 

Suffer to death, or what's worlſe, the miſeries 

Of a vexatious wedlock. 


F 


Enter Foſcaris. 


Foſe. What Andrages? heavy and drooping ! 
Andr.. Somewhat out of Tune. 
Foſe. Nay, then 'tis odds , but thou 
Art ſmitten, or atleaſt ruminating 
On ſome new beauty. 
Andr. Would that were the worſt. 
Foſe. The very beſt of our Banes, that have prov'd 
Wedlock---- Come I'le ſing thee a catch I have 
Made on this ſubject. 


® 4 


He Sings. 


What though her Eyes are black, 
And kiſſer with a knack, 
Natures beſt skill ere created ? 
In time ſhe may prove © | 
A ſurſeit to Love 3 Fa 
And ſo deſerve to be hated. | 


07 ” | 
Love freed from this diet | 
Ts beſ# kept as quiet, | 5 

= 
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-- — longs for to range 3 
Let's thank then our Laws 
In Wedlocks frail canſe, 
Gave Husbands a Licenſe to change. 


-4ndr. This is all diſcord to my malady. 
Foſc. I took thee to have been longing after 
New fleſh and blood, or rather ſick of thy wife, 
Is not that it ? 
Andr. Thou doſt not mock me ? 
Foſc. No, o' my life ! 
Andr. Why then le tell thee, 
Ilovehera thouſandtimes bettcr, then 
WhenlT long'd for her firſt enjoyment. 
Foſe. Is that poſſible in a man of thay Genius? 
Andr. Let me be puniſhedelſe. 
Foſc. Alas! poor Soldier of Cupid : 
I haveparted with a Wite fair enough 
To have figur'd Yes by, and for that only cauſe, 
Becauſe a Wife : I'd fain ſee the powerof Man, 
Or Angel, bring me again to the like dotage. 
Andr. Nay more, ſhould ſhe ſcratch me once a day, 
Or uſe me with that 4-44Z0ni4r confidence 
Practis'd in our neighbouring $cythia, where 
Her Sex has the ſupremacy, and are 
So many ſhe Tyrants: I think I ſhould 
Endure it, and love her : If this be not Magick, 
There's none betwixt us and the North Pole. 

Foſe. Viſither bed often; and if that does not do it, 
There's no ſurfeit in Wedlock. | 

Andr. Alas! I have notleave tocomethere, but rarely, 
And on ſuch terms of good behaviour, | 
That I am almoſt in an Ague the while. 

Foſe. The very name of Humouriſt, methinks 
Shou!d bid thee quit her, there's ſcarce a worſe evil. 
Orif ſhe be modiſh, and a wit, 'tis odds, 
But ſhe makes it her luxury to abuſe thee, 
And bite thee at every turn of py. tongue. 
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If not, make any thing thy quarrel, to bid 
Adieu to her, thou'lt elſe ſhame thy Countries priviledge. 

Andr. ButI am ſuch a Dotard---- 

Foſe. And yeti'th' Camp 
And Court, well knowing, as moſt of our 
Time; Ipity thee— | 

Enter Baſſanes, Alvanes, Toxaris, Enmenes, and Draxanere 

Andr. Secthe General Baſſanes. 

Foſc. A Prince of high renown and vertye 3 
Now return'd from ending our Tartarian War : 

We'll pay him our reſpects at time of fitter 

Opportunity—— [_ Ex. Foſcarisand Andrages. 
Alv. The Queen by us, my Lord, 

. That have the honour to fore-ſpeak her joys, 

Congratulates your Excellencies return. 

Baſſ. Sheis a gracious Lady and though butlate 
Made my Intelligence, has taken | 
The Perſian Prince, Tyſamnes, for her Husband. 

Alv. A Prince that Court does loudly fame, ſurpaſling 
All the race of the Arſacides, whence he derives 
His blood. | | 

Baff. Her vertueis a matefor his 3 
Letit begreat ase're did live upon the name 
Of mortal 3 but I that have a Souldiers plainneſs 
A little wonder, although her King I hold 
Of higheſt merit : ſince there isno at precedes 
To exempt her Royal Perſon, from that fate 
Of Marriage, the force of cuſtom here 
May even 1nfli& upon the greateſt. 

Tox. It ſeem'd below her Soul and Love, to make 
That caution, ſome wiſe among(t us wiſh. 

Baſſ. Tyſamnes!| marry'd tothe Queen! if I [ Aſide. 
Forget notT had Advertiſement upon his firſt , 
Arrivalather Court, and from a Perf/ar hand 
Of truſt, thathe there lov'd a Lady 3 nay more, 
Was thought to have aſlur'd himſelf to her. 

Eum. The General's a little diſcompos'd. 

- Drax. Perhaps ſome diſcontent relating tothe *' 


Queens 
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Queens marriage. 
Baſſ. If this prove true, Heaven too ſoon may frown 


On all theſe joys— = what are theſe Ladies? 


Enter Melviſſz, Clarina, and four other Ladies, each with « 
Paper in her hands. | 


Tox. They are come to wait upon the King and Queen , 
This day of State, on ſome concern of their Sex. 


Baſſ. Tis well. 


Enter Arax1s. 


Arax. The King and Queen are ready to come forth. 

Aly. We muſt attend---- your Lordſhips pardon. 

Baſſ. I have ſome orders to diſpatch unto 
The Camp, and then Fle wait therr Majeſties—— 

[Exit Baſſanes, &c. Tox. Alv. Arax. another way, manent - 
Mel. Clar. and four Lad:cs. 

Melv. It behoves us now Ladies, to weigh the force, 
Andeffe& of thoſe Arguments we have prepar'd 
To aſlail ſo formidable an enemy,as Men and Husbands, fortify'd 
With that ſo invincible Champion, Cuſtom 3 
I hope you areall well provided ? 

1 Lady. Doubt it not Madam, women ſeldom want wit 
To ſerve their deſires and occaſions. 

Melv. Well ſaid pretty one, young and forward, 
And for Illuſtrations and Metaphors, of 
This hainous uſage and tyranny of our Matrimonial 
Lords and Maſters, ſuch were to be wiſh'd, 
Are moſt pathetical and per{walive.—— 

I Lady. Thavetaken mine, Madam, from 
The example of Socrates, that moſt grave 
Philoſopher, who not only endur'd the 11l 
Humour, but the ſupremacy of his Wife, 
As worthy of imitation. 

 Melv. A famous preſident”! 
2 Lady. AndT mine, Ladies, from that moſt dreadful 


Story of 4:dromeda, chain'd toa Rock 3 : 
| ; C2, Which 
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WhichT hope I have apply'd with no ſmall 

Flame 'gainſt Husbands and their prerogatives. 

3 Lady. Mine is from that of Ariadne, ſhewing 

The ingratitude of Theſexs, with application 

To ſome ſuch hideous preſidents amongſt us. 

4 Lady. Thave dreſt up mine out of Story, and the 

-Grand Romanceof our Times; from whence I have 

Drawn ſome noble examples of Love and Conſtancy. 

Clar. You are bold withthe Poctsand Romances Ladies. 
Melv. That's a pardonable fault, as the rate of wit 

Goesnow 3 while ſome Poets have arriv'd toa 

Convenient reputation, yetplay'd the Thieves, 

From Poems, Hiſtories, and Romances; 

And ne'r durſt truſt themſelves for a happy fiction---- 

Clarina, T am ſure you are well provided. 

Clar. Thave an Argument at home, enough I hope 

To plead for all. 

Melv. Who has our petition ? 
Clir. I haveit Madam. 
Melv. 'Tis ina proper hand-— the Queen. 

[Enter Pariſatis the Queen led by Ty/amnes, Andrages and Foſca- 
ris, Alv. Tox. Arax. Attendants and Guards : being ſate Clu- 
rin delivers the Petition. |] 

Tyſam. We underltand your fair delires, 

But you muſt in this caſe determine 

Deareſt. 

Par. With your permiſſion---- wheres your Speaker 

Ladies? alittle fuller to explain your ſenſe ? 

Omn. All, all, all, ſpeak. 
Foſe. How they muſter tongues ? 
' Andr. Bating this preſence, if they did not join 

Nails and ſcratch ſome of our ftoretops, 

I'd hang for't. | 
Par. You can't be heard together, nor each in 

Several, 'twere tedious---- name one your Speaker. 

Omn. Clarina, Clarina, Clarina! 
Mely.: She ſhall perform. 
Cler. Since you impoſe it----- 


Then 
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Then thus Illuſtrions King and Queen 3 'tis hop'd 

This day will prove a Mercy to the name 

Of Women here, that ſuffers by a too 

Injurious cuſtom, now repreſented to your 

Royal hands for our juſt redreſs, 

And wants not many thouſand hearts t' atteſt it. 

Par. Where had you leave to form this 
Strange requeſt >? does not the Law ſtand unrevok'd? 

Clar. But hop'd, that you our gracious Queen, would have 
Been Interceſlor, for its Abrogation : | 
That with your Love and Crown have given 
Such obligation to a husband, who muſt 
For your ſake yield to make it ineffeQual. 

Tox. Our Women prels it home. 

- Foſe. Have at us Husbands 3 

They'r on a tickliſh point. 

Par. Is this all Ladies ? 

Clar. And but obtain'd, you'l difference the name 
Of wife from worſt of ſlaves: reſtorethe moſt 
Neglected, to the rights of Love, andlive 
[The bleſſing of your Sex; nor ſhall we want 
Expreſſions of our gratitude; our Gems 
Shall be our offerings to increaſe your Treaſure, 

W hich uſeleſs now, adorn our Beams, 
That every froward Husbands power (to caſt us 
From his juſt embrace) muſt muurn. 

Par. Tle hear no more : yet pity thoſe 
Whoſe Merits are regardle(s treated 3 
Adviſing each to win the man they have loſt 
By vertueand forgiveneſs : if the fault be his 
And were to be given again unto 
This Prince, or doubted of my happineſs tn him 3 
I'de judgeit (in to ask a Caution : 

And I dare be td all ſecurity, 

Thar our example will without a cancel 

Place a bluſh upon this Law, and no man hence 

Negle&a Wife deſerving, when they ſhall 

Behold our mutual Loves their preſident ; 


BER... © 
Is it not ſo, my dear Tyſamres ? 

Tyſan. Thouart above my wiſhes excellent. 

Arax. The Queen exprelt her ſelf moſt nobly. 

Tox. If not too confiding in her choice. = 

Clar. We mult (ſubmit. 

I Lady. Sinccthere's no remedy. 

Melv. T'le ſervethee yet Clarina ! it ſhall gohard elſe, 


Enter Baſſanes, Eumenes, and Draxanes. 


Par. Welcom, as I can exprels Baſſanes 
Thy Victories were early here on Rumors wing, 
Which made the grim-look'd Tartars beg a peace 
Fromus: and next my joys of love, completed here, / [To Tyſ. 
I muſt rejoyce thy ſafe return, thou pillar 
Of thy Country, and glory of my Crown, : 
Tocall thee both my Subje&, and Allianee. 
Baſſ. My duty 1s beſt paid 1n the performance 
Of your ſervices, which I ſhall ever ſtudy. 
Tyſam. Let me embrace thee worthy man 3 
The title which I have to thy brave merit, 
In my enjoyment of this beauteous Queen, 
Obliges meto hold thy vertues dear 
That bring'ſt me Triumph home, beforeI ſcarce 
Have warm'd this Throne. 
Arax. Our new King does careſs him highly. 
Tox. His intereſt 1s great. 
Par. T underſtand 
You ſaw 2/ardana's Court, our neighbour 
Queen, on your return ? 
Baſſ. I did Madam. 
Pur. There Women govern all. 
Baſſ. To wonder, Madam—— 
Make War, lead Armies, with all tranſa&ions 
Of the higheſt Magnitude in State, 
To whom the men are held ſubordinate. 
Par. Their Queen'sa Lady, Fame reports Wiſe, 
Magnanimous, and noleſs Beautiful. _" 


J 
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Baſſ. Ithink all theſe may well be ſaid to meet 


In her. 
Par. Butthe manner of her rule ſeems ſtrange 


Tome. | | 
Baſſ. If compar'd with ours here ; but the 

Lay claim to that prerogative, from the 

Antient Amazons whence they derive deſcent. 
Par. Twas ſaid Mzndana did intend an Embaſſy 

Unto our Court in ſome ſhort time. 
Baſſ. She gave me lo tounderſtand, 
Tyſam. A beauteous one no doubt. 
Baſſ. They are Women, Sir. 
Tyſam. We'll treat m then as fairly. 
Par. But credit me, I ſhould not like my reign 

So well, were my Sex here alike in power 3 

Since nature and the worlds beſt Laws 

_ Havedignify'd the man ſuperiour. 

Tyſam. Spokelike my Pariſats—— methinks we 

Are not chearful; I have joys enough to raiſe 

A man above the world, had he made forfeit 

'Of his bliſs—— You told me of a maſque, 

My Soul does want a little clearing up 
Par. [did appoint one. 
Tyſam. By any means well have it. 


[ Aſide. 


—— Muſick plays a while, after which the Maſque begins 3 the 
Scene 4 Grove, in which Diana is beheld fleeping, having at 
one of the ſides next the Stage a Rock, from which---- 


Enters Arethuſa habited like a Water-Nymph. 


Areth. Eccho! if thou doſlt vilit this fair Grove, 
Where thou haſt often mourn'd Narciſſus love 3 
At Arethuſa's call appear. 'Eccho. Appear. 
Areth. Once more *tis Arethxſa'calls thee here. 
Eccho within. Here! 
+ Areth. That'sbut thy voice, thy perſon I would ſee, 
Once known a Nymph of higheſt dignity. 


Enter 


» 
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Enter Eccho as ont of t other ſide of the Grove. 


Fccho. Behold bright Arethu/al reſume 
My long loſt Figure, (ſince Heavens fatal doom 
Depriv'd me of my dear Narciſſus flames. 

Areth.. I hear as greata grief confin'd to ſtreams, 

Could never yet with lov'd Alphews join 3 
Think if thy loſs can greater be then mine ? 

Fccho, Fair Nymph, with your Ile not compare my woe, 
Since with thy tears thy chryſtal fountains flow 3 | 
And by a wondrous conſtancy do glide 
Through veins of earth unmixt with other tide, 

Which Thetjs for thy glory did decree, 
And great Diana Honours Conſtancy. 

Areth. I wait to ſee her bathe in my cool floods, 
Havinga long chaſe follow'd in theſe Woods. 

Eccho. She in this Grove with her fair Nymphs does ſleep, . 


While with my wakeful voice her watch keep 3 ) 
Leſt Mortals here (4Feoz like) ſhould pry, , 

And raviſhbluſhes from her Deity.---- 3 

Behold ſhe wakes, of [$he wakes. 


The Song inthe Maſque. 


x1 Nym. See, ſee, our GoddeſT wakes, 
Whilſt we harmonious notes prepare, 
Such as bright Phoebus makes, 
When to ſalute Aurora's car, 
The Muſick of his ſphere he takes. 


2 Nym. ' Or as before her Curtains drawn 
We welcom in the grey-ey'd dawn, 
When for the Chaſe 
Diana bends her ratchleſs bow, 


And gives her ſelf the firſt hollow. 


1 Nym. Then through Plains, Lawns, and Woods 
2M Over Mountuins and Floods 


Nymphs #ripit, Nymphs trip it apage. 2 Nym. 
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2 Nym. Whilſt the Hart, Deer, or Roe- f 
They ſwiftly purſue, 
Their Goddeſs beſt pleaſeth to chaſe. 


1. Nym. See ſhe appears 
More bright then He(perus does riſe, 
Whoſe beams Stars borrow for their eyes. 


Diana riſes and enters with hey Nywphe, 


Dian, Belov'd of Nymphs whoſe chaſte and conf{tant ftreaty., 
Shall give thy Love an everlaſting name 
More dear to me then Zarnthns floods fo bright, 
Or my own Cynthia's beamsthat guild the night 3 
Art thou to tread a Chor#s come with me, 
As oncea Nymph of my ſociety ? 
Areth. Bleſs'd Goddeſs know from ThetisT am (ent 
To wait thee firſt with her great Complement 3 
_ Who, if not too much Neptures Billows rave, 
Will ſoon paſs hither in a Chryſtal wave. 
Dian. She ſhall be welcom. But firſt Nymph on thee 
Diana, (to renown thy conſtancy) | 
Does from her hand this pretious gift beſtow , 
Sprung from the tree, whence grew her ſacred bow 3 
On which with fineſt ilk my Nymphs have wove, 
The wondrous ſtory of thy ſtreams and love. | Puts 0x a Chaplet. 
Areth. This ow lov'd Goddels, I muſt ever own, 
While Arethuſaby that name is known 3 
But1f I may thy Deity intreat, 
[I'd gladly yet with my Alpheus meet. 
Dian, Thrice beautcous Nymph, thou (u'ſt I fear invain, 
But for thy merit if I can obtain, 
Or Cynthia's aid can help, ſhe ſhall convey 
His gentle current. where thy ſtream has way. 


Enter Thetis attended with ſeveral Sea-Nymplis, 


Omnes. For which let's all Dzana's praiſes ſing, 


-_ 


Dian. 
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Dian. Stay Nymphs;here comesthe Queen to Seas great King.. 
Thet. Chaſt Goddeſs, I am come to let thee know, 

What to thy Graces,Neptwmes Queen does owe ; 
And for this Nymph the honour of all floods, 

As theſe with thee make ſacred groves and woods. 
For whichto ſpeak my thanks I'd gladly tread 

The ſtately Chorus, thy bright ſelf does lead. 

Dian. Great Thetis know, no footſteps ever joyn'd 
With me a Chorus, but bear ſouls retin'd ; / 

For which I have deny'd ſome gods of late, 

Said to have fell from their celeſtial ſtate. 

Thet. T once gave car unto ſuch tales like thee, : 
But prov'd it ſoon my vain credulity 3 | * 
Nor on my waves did then rough Boreas blow, 

But I my Nymphs hid in deep Cells below. 

Since fame had told his ſtrong arms did embrace 

Thefatr 0rith7z ſnatch't o're Seas to Thrace. 

Dian. Nor was it Thetis truth, Achilles came 
From great Pelexs, and thy own ſoft flame. 

Thet. Such ſtories may relate as much of thee, 

Which tell the Moons ſublime Divinity 3 

Though thy chaſt brows her Heavenly figure wear, 

Did for Endz-ons loveforſake her ſphear : 

While ſuch like Tales the guilty Poets ſing, 

To feign their Hero's from the Gods did ſpring. 

Dian. Queen of the Seas my cenſure was too free, 

*T werelin to doubt truth ina Deity : 

Nor will I think that Goddeſs e're did barn, 

In ſuch frail humane flames my chaſt thoughts mourn: 

But now behold with me this mortal Throne, 

Merits from our immortal powers renown. 

Thet. | do embrace the motion, ſince here's ſeen 

A Throne as bright as each of us ſate Queen 3 

| May Love there find, ſereneſt calms their days, 

Such as my Halcyons chuſe that breed on Scas. 

Areth. Or as my {ſtreams no mingl'd currents own, 
$9 let their Loves be undivided known. 
Ecebo. May Cupid el(c for: ever loole his Bow. 


w 
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O11. And for Loves Goddeſs none his Mother know. 

Thet. To honour whom, thy belt known Chorus lead, 
Andwith the Oceans race like ſteps Fletread. 

Dean. Then Nymphs expreſs with mine your meaſures powers, 
As when we dance on tender graſs and flowers: | 
Leaving no (ſigns our nimble footſteps ſhow, 
Or as on Mountains tops, we tread on ſnow. [ They Dance. 


Enter Cupid. 


Thet. Cupid, art thou come hither? Cp. Iflew this way 

To meet my Mother, is ſhe among(t ye pray ? 

Diar. Away, thou amorous toy , dar'ſt thou be here, 
W herel to honour conſtant Love appear ? 
Cup. T havea ſhaft hereleft within a Heart 
I'd fain withdraw. Dian. No more vile Boy, depart, 
Thy Mothers Arts and thine, Itoo well know. 
Cup. Then ſee I flye with an unbended Bow.— | Fx. Cupid. 
Dian. Thetis farewel! I'leto my Woods reſort. 
Thet, But e're I hence return to Neptunes Court , 
Let's yet more honour Arethuſz's name. 
D#an. This nightI bathe my ſelf in her clear ſtream. 
Thet. WhereTle attend thee with my watry race, 

And Nymphs, whoſe Songs ſhall there thy Chorus grace. 
Areth. For which my fountains cleareſt ſprings ſhall flow. 
Eccho. And my beſt Eccho's voice pay duty too. he 

Dian. Till when farewel Seas Queen. Ther. Goddels adicu. 
[ Exennt Meſques. 
Tyſam. It ſeems a Moral. | 
Par. And meant of conſtancy, 
I gave the Argument my ſelf. 
Tyſam. Moſt fit 
Toentertain thy Vertue. 
What ſight is that ? | 


Enter. Statyra. 


Tox. The King ſeems troubl'd. 
09 Baſſ. 
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N27. My heartmiſgives me this is ſhe. 
Par. How does my Love? 
Tyſam. Yourleave a while—— 
. Can'ſt thou forgive me fair $tatyra?= [Goes aſide, to Statyre. 
Stzt. And wiſh you happy in your royal choice, 
She is a Princeſs far above my merit : 
Enough thatT have ſeen your face and dye. 
Ty/ſam. Thou had'ſt my promiſe firſt, Heaven is my witneſs, 
 Andygive me but thy leave to expiate 
My crime, in due expreſlion of my penitence, 
By ſome atunthought of; if poſlible, | 
To winthy Loves forgiveneſs. 
Stat. 'Tis needleſs—— 
Yourleave that TI return, I'le not ask 
So much as a farewel kiſf-— 
Tyſam. I muſt oblige a while thy ſtay : B.1ſanes, 
Wait this Lady to my Garden lodgings 
With all obſervance 
Baſſ. I ſhall Sir—— [_ Ex. Baſſanes and $tatyre. 
Tyſam. The ambition topoſſeſs a Crown has had too much 
The better of my Conſ:ience— Come Pariſatis. [ Goesto Pariſ, 
Par. Your. looks ſeem troubT'd. 
Tyſam. Atrivial thought I'm moving from my heart. 
Par. Erom mine, I'm ſure, your lave ſhall never part. 
ſ | Exennt Omnes. 
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ACTI. SCENFTI. 


Enter Exmenres and Draxanues. 


Eumen.F T ſeems the Ladies had but ſmall ſucceſs 
| In their Petition. 
Drax. And yet they urg'd things 
Home and unhappily. 
Eumen. Womenne're want zeal, ſeldom wit 
To perfect their defires; but men have here 
So long had the Lee-ward point of love, as 
They muſt be content with the Weather Gage 3 
Which caſts not a few on the rocks of Wedlock. 
Drax. For my partI could wiſh, that Nature had . 
Takenſome other way for the procreation 
Of mankind; ſince both Sexes have ſo much ado 
To agree of the means——- But we-are Souldiers. 
Eur. And therefore havetheleſs reaſon to blame 
Our Countries freedom, ſince 'tis odds, but we 
Take as much, if we make a true Muſter 
Of our Miſtreſſes. 
' Drax. But the Queens oppoſing 
This defire ſeem'd.to many unexpected. 
Eum.. 'Twas to oblige the King no doubt 3 and by 
The prerogative of her .vertues, live 
Above the Law, or whatſoe're could give a fate. 
To her enjoyment. 
 Drax. He's now more abſolute 
Thene're was Soveraign thatreign'd 
But in the right of. Queen. His Creatures 
Dignify'd in Court and Camp 3 that almoſt 
*Fis within his Will to rule alone, ſhould 
_ Hebeguilty of that vile ambition. 
Enzs.. She has exprelſt in every ata kmdneſs. 
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Moſt unparallel'd. I. 
Drax. I withthete Loves apeacefulhappineſs.---———-- 
Fun. Twas hop'd ſhe might have reſpected our 
General Baſſancs inher ebaice, a Prince 7” | } 4 
Of Scythia's Royal blood, and favour'd: 
In this Nation with an intereſt equal 
Tohis birth. | 
Drax. But heit ſeems, as much 1n love 
With Ars, or paying duties to her ſervice 
Inthe field, ne're rais'd his thoughts and merit 
To that fair ambition. 
Eum. We are his Creatures, 
And haveery'd his dangers. 


\% 


Enter Toxaris, Alvanes, and Ararcts. 


Tox. Save ye Gentlemen; 
Your general thanks to his vertues, has given 
Our Crown at once both peace, and viftory. * - 

Drax. His conduct did deſerve no lels. 

Alv. Had his return been ſooner, perhaps thad 
Given ſome ſtay to the Queens Marriage—— 

But that's between our ſelves. 

Eum. The news ſurpriz'd him, 

We muſt witneſs; as one was ſcarceconſulted © 
In that action. | 
i- Alov. She wasa little haſty in her choice. 

Arax. Though in her King, ſhe ſeemstoſumme ſuch joys 
As if ſhe'd vye with Angels, asſhe ſhines, 
Eſpous'd on earth to his affection. 

Tox. Nor does the face o'th Court, ſometimes the glaſs 
Of Princes, diſcover ought ſave joys, and ſmiles, 

' A lignato us Courtiers, the Throne'snoleſsſerene. 

Ewm. Butin the midſtof theſe methought the King 
Appear'd diſturb'd at the preſence of a 

Stranger Lady. 

Arax. But that ſoon vaniſh'd. 

Exnm. Time will diſcover more. 
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Alv. This day, Mandana's' ' ; 
 Embaſly isexpected; 'tis ſaid, they are'Women. 
Arax. Perhaps to complement our Queens Marriage 3 
Or make ſome league betwixt their Anmuz9; a 
State and us. 
* Fun. Bat ſay they ſhould provoke us 
To a War; wemult bring (trange arms into 
The Field tohave the better of this Generation , 
T hat dare fight with men. | 
Drax. I could methinks ee'n wiſh a War, 
To ſee how theſe ſhe Militants would 
Behave themſelves3 a home-charge with ſuch Troops, 
Were winning of a field indeed Gentlemen. 


Enter Baſſares and Statyra. 


Eum. Here comes the General and that Lady I ſpake of. 
Arax. She's wondrous fair. : 
Aly. May her beams give no dazle 
Toour Kings atfeCtion 3 methought ſhemov'd 
.Him ſtrangely. 

_  Tox. Our way lies this way to the Court----[ Ex.Tax. Alt. Arax. 
 Drax. And our's here—— [ Ex. Drax. and Ermen. 
Baſ/. Madam, you highly honour me | 

In this diſcovery, from which I find 
Your name and birth illuſtrious, as Perſa knovrs, 
Stat. The acquaintance, Sir, I wasoblig'd tomake you, 
Since here my ſtay upon the Rings command, 
Might elſe have ſtain'd the honour of my blood 

With ſuch a character as curious eyes in Courts 

Are but too apt to give theleaſt of favours 

That a Prince vouchſafesa Lady. 

Baſſ. You are wiſe 

And noble: and give me your fair leave 

Toaska queſtion, my intelligence 

Aſſur'd me moſt undoubted, 

Stat. If itbe truth 
My Soul dares not deny it. 
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Baſſ. Then thus moſt noble Lady 3 
Did not the King once love you ? 

Stat. T did not think | | 
Heaven had reveal'd what I had thought a ſecret—-- 
To his heart and mine—— ſuppoſe he did, and yet 
I bluſh tocharge him with a guilty truth. * 

Baſſ. It was my apprehenſion—— 


[4ſide. 


. 


Stat. And lince 'tis made your knowledge, I muſt further ſay 


My wrongs are fitto be convey'd as far 
As the world has bounds, or fame can ſtretch 
Her wings to bear e'm. 
Baſs. Ifecar too fadly—— 
But ſhould you own this claim to his affeftion now. 
Stat. My love's a truth too dear to ſmother, nor 
DidI come, but arm'd with reſolutions 
Worthy of my Soul. And 'tismy higheſt ſervice 
To his Queen (whoſe vertues I much honour) 
If Irevealto her my claim, and thence 
Mark out her dangers in this man of falſhood 
She enjoys. 
Baſſ. I know you would not charge 
Him with this crtme, on purpoſe to create 
Repentance; orif you did, who knows 
What were your dangers (T ſpeak it not to 
Fright you Madam) that heremult look like ſome 
Prodigtous Star on agreat King, madenow 
Sofully happy in the bed and glories of a Queen—— 
Which how he will reſent 
Stat. Let it be death, 'tis welcomirom him. 
Baſſ. Heaven avert it, Madam 5 yct 'tis not (ate 
To tempt a paſlion paſt recall, though 1 
Want not a pity to your vertue. 
Stat. I thank your goodneſs. | 
Baſſ. Or ſay you could attract his paſt affeftions 
And ineach beam of yours, more deeply wound 
His heart then ever (as you have all things 
Summ'd at Natures deareſt coſt, that can 
Larich a Beauty) were it not glory 


[ Alide. 


To 
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To recede from fuch a Conqueſt. 
Stat. Your Counſel's noble I confeſs. 
Baſſ. Beſides we have a cuſtom here that does 
Impower each common man to looſe the very 
Gordian knot of love in marriage, 
That other Countries hold inviolate: 
What may then a King doto enjoy . 
So bright a Miſtreſs as your ſelf? 
Stat. I find the World in this degenerate 
Faithleſs age of man has yet one Worthy lett : [_ Aſide. 
* Know then, moſt noble Prince, your Counſel does 
Conſpire with the honour of Statyra's heart 5 | 
And thoughT had a more ſuperiour title 
To the Kings affeftion then the Queen can claim 
Though made his Conſort; yetI for her ſake now 
Forgive his breach of Faith 3 nay more, if 'twere 
Requir'd, would freely give my life, to ſee 
Their Loves moſt happy. 
Baſj. Give me the honour 
Of your hand, to pay my humble adoration 
Of this vertue. 
Stat. My (tay ſhall not be longer here 
Then taking leave, becomes me of the King. 


Baſſ. 'Twill ſpeak your worth. 
| Enter Ty/a-mes. 


The King—— your pardon Madam---- [ Ex, Baſſanes. 
Tyſam. Statyra! how doſt thou like thy welcom 

In our Court ? 
Stat. As morethen[ intended toreceive. 
Tyſam. Thou can'{t not ſoon be weary 

Of theſe ſhades, and pleaſant walks, where 

Nightingales will meet, and ſing 

New raviſhments to entertain thy beauties : 

More glad to welcom thy appearance, then 

. The morning joys, or evenings ſplendor that 


Invites their reſt, Ithink thou might'{t be well | 
E Con- 


« 6) 
Content to live here ſtill. 
Stat. My honour is no child 
Tobedeluded with ſuch toys, though gay 
As Paradiſe when firſt it's ſweetneſs bloom'd, 
While but a thought of crime does fipen near me. 
Tyſam. Thou ſhal't be here as innacent as flowers 
T hat yield their ſmiles unto the diſtant Sun. 
You'l grant me ure, ſo much, Statyra ? 
Stat. Ile rather welcom death then yieldto ſtay 
A minute longer near your perſon. 
Tyſam. I know thou art not ſounkind. 
Stat. AlasT came without deſign of love, 
Though once your lover. 
Tyſam. Statyra! hold, go not 
Too far in goodneſs, Jeſt Heaven (to ſurpriſe 
My wonder) take thee hence, and place thee there 
A Star, or make me fall I know not whither: 
Stat. T have done Sir——nor ſhall my preſence give you 
More concern 3-or further accent repetition 
Of your ſin to Heaven and me; that in deſpight ' 
Of all the darts of Love (fo late my ——— 
Can with this ſmiling eaſe and calm of ſoul . 
Bid you farewel for ever.---| { $he offers togo, the King Tor her. 
Tyſam. You muſt not, | | 
Shall not leave me thus —— 
Stat. You willnot, Sir, detain me 
Here by force 2—— what will your Court then whiſper, 
Or the bolder world convey to both our infamies ? 


Y - Enter Pariſatis. 


I hope I have made enough expreſiion 
Of my affe&tion——' 
Par. What dol hear? 
Tyſam. 'T1s but to give thee more iframe 
Of my love, for which I dare adventure 
Life and Crown. 
Par. That word! oh my heart !—— 


\) (27) W_ 
Stat. Then know who 'tis you ſtay==; + 240 
And thus dare frown upon your will. 
Tyſam. How's this? . 
Stat. And what Ithought this breaſt ſhould have conceal'd, 
Fleutter with a boldneſs does become my honour---- ! 
And when you know it, you'l perhaps, asſoon 
Cheriſh a Tygreſs near your boſom---- 
Know Sir---- I came with full intent to kill you---- | 
Mark me well : to kill you---- for your faithleſs promiſe 
But that the vertues of your Queen with-held me, 
In whom I wiſh you ever bleſs'd : the whiteneſs 
Of whole Soul, Ithought it ſinto cloud 
(From actof mine) with ſorrow. 
Par. Forgive. me Heaven; 
This Womans ſome Angel ſure ; I can 
No longer hold but pay my reverence. [ Par. goes towards Stat. 
Tyſam. We are interrupted---- my Guard there !---- | 


. Enter Captain. of the Guard. 


Convey that Lady from my ſight, and ſee 
Her fate confin'd within her lodgings. | 
Par. Letme beg for her freedom, though I do it 
On my knees | 
Tyſam. I mult not grant it 3 ſhe came 
To ruine my content, perhaps in thee 3 
* A Treaſon too ſhe has confelt againſt my lite. 
Stat. Let me deſerve your fair opinion, Madam, 
ThoughlI dye. | | 
Tyſam. Away with her---- how does my Pariſatis ?-+= 
[ Ex. Statyra with the Captain of the Guard. 
Par. Never better--- this diſlipates my fear. | [aftde. 


Enter Baſſanes- 


Baſſ. Embaſladreſles from 
The Queen Mandana are arriv'd, Ne 
Tyſam. See their reception want no {tate our Court | pe 
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Content to live here ſtill. en THO; 
 _ _ $8tat. My honour isno child © 
Tobedeluded with ſuch toys, though gay 
As Paradiſe when firſt it's ſweetneſs bloom'd, 
While but a thought of crime does fipen near me. - 
Tyſam. Thou thal't be here as innocent as flowers 
F hat yield their ſmiles unto the diſtant Sun. 
You'l grant meſure, ſo much, $Statyra ? 
Stat. Llerather welcom death then yield to ſtay 
A minute longer near your perſon. 
Ty/am. I know thou art not ſounkind. 
Stat. AlasI came without deſign of love, 
Though once your lover. 
Tyſam. Statyra! hold, gonot 
Too far in goodneſs, leſt Heaven (to ſurpriſe 
My wonder) take thee hence, and place thee there 
A Star, or make me fall I know notwhither. 
Stat. I have done Sir——-nor ſhall my preſence give you 
More concern 3-or further accent repetition 
Of your ſin to Heaven and me; that in deſpight 
Of all the darts of Love (fo late my wound) 
Can with this ſmiling eaſe and calm of ſoul .. a 
Bid you farewel for ever.--= | $he offers togo, the King ſtays her. 
Ty/am. You muſt not, +; ,* FLA» 
Shall not leave me thus 
Stat. You willnot, Sir, detain me 
Here by force ?—— what will your Court then whiſper, 
Or the bolder world convey to both our infamies?- -- 


: Enter Pariſatis. 


I hopeI have made enough expreſſion / 

Of my affetion—— 
Par. What dol hear? 

__Tyſam. "Tis but to give thee more aſſurance 

Of my love, for which I dare adventure 

Life and Crown. 9.4 | 

Par. That word! oh my heart !-— '* [ Aſde. | 
| ; Stat. 
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Stat. Then know who 'tis you ſtay——7 
And thus dare frown upon your will. 
Ty/am. How's this? 
Stat. And what Ithought this breaſt ſhould have conceal'd, 
Tleutter with a boldneſs does become my honour---- 
And when you know it, you'l perhaps, asſoon 
Cheriſh a Tygreſs near your boſom---- 
Know Sir---- I came with full intent to kill you---- 
Mark me well : to kill you---- for your faithleſs promiſe ; 
But that the vertues of your Queen with-held me, 
In whom I wiſh you ever bleſs'd : the whiteneſs | 
Of whoſe Soul, Ithought it ſinto cloud 
(From act oof mine) with ſorrow. 
Par. Forgive. me Heaven; | 
This Womans ſome Angel ſure ; I ca | 
No longer hold but pay my reverence. ['Par. goes towards Stat. 
Tyſam. We are interrupted---- my Guard there ---- 


. Enter Captain of the Guard. 


Convey that Lady from my ſight, and ſee 
Her ſafe contin'd within her lodgings. E 
Par. Letme beg for her freedom, though I do it 
On my knees | | 
Tyſam. I mult not grant it 3 ſhe came 
Toruine my content, perhaps in thee 3 
A Treaſon too ſhe has confelt againſt my life. 
Stat. Let medeſerve your fair opinion, Madam, 
ThoughlT dye. 
Tyſam. Away with her---- how does my Pariſatis ?--- _ 
[ Ex. Statyra with the Captain of the Guard.. 
Par, Never better--- this diſſipates my fear. | [Afide. 


Enter Baſjanes. 


pafſ. Embaſſadreſles from 
'The Queen Mandan are arriv'd, 


Tyſan. See their reception want no {tate our Court 
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Cangive; they ſhall have Audience ſpeedily. | 
Some thoughts require me to my Cloſet firſt. ['Ex. Tyſamnes. 
Par. Baſſanes, never ſo happy, as this minute 
In whichI prov'd the fix'd affurance of - 
My Kings atfetion. The Perſian beauty 
Who but fo late gave apprehenfions to 
My love, 1s now no more my fear. 
Baſſ. She 1s a noble Lady, 
And gave me confirmation of her honour. 
Par. *Tis moſt unqueſtion'd. | 
Baſſ. She doesintend ſuddenly 
To return back to Perſia. 
Par. Alas! the King 
(To my-great grief) in much diſpleaſure 
Has reſtrain'd her. 
Bafſ. Thopeſhe'l ſoon have liberty. 
Par. [tſhall not want my interceſſion, 
Baſſ. Pray Heav'h this be no Artifice. 
Par. True love is ſoonconfirm'd ; but in that Bre& . [ 4/ide. 
Suſpicion ſtorms, itne're can anchor'd reſt. [ Exennt, 


Enter Clarina and Melvifla. 


Clar. Our Petition had but ſmall ſucceſs. 
Melv. No matter, asto thy caſe; didnotl 
Promitle to ſervethee? | 
Clar. But where's the faith 
Believes it poflible ? 
Melv. If it be next a Miracle, 
And do thefeat, thou'lt wetcom the effect > 
Clar. However, my obligement's great to your endeavors. 
' Atly. Whatifaſmileor look of thine, or a toy 
As inconliderate as the leaſt lock of thy hair, 
Produce his Loves return, as ITapply it; 
Haſt thou not realonto thank the means ? 
Clir. *Tis granted. 
Melv. Therefore believe well; rememb'ring that 
We are told,'a dram of faith can do 


Pi 
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Far greater wonders. 
-  Clar. Youſhall confirmme, 
But T hope it is no Charm or Magick ? 
I am ſtrangely fearful of the Devil. a 


Afclv. Rather a meansfrom Heaven ! my Mother 


Left it as a' Legacy tome, | 
| Clar. A Recipe moſt Wives may wiſh for here. 


Melv. I thought to have given it to the Queen, 
But that perhaps 'twere death to own, | 
And this-our cuſtom unrevok'd. 


Clar. Thope her vertues ne're will want affection. 


- Melo. As it effets, Fle tel theemore. 
Enter Foſcaris. 


Here comes thy Husband, andI amprepar'd 
For him to purpoſe——thou muſt withdraw 
TillI give thee notice to appear. }. | 
Foſe. Madam ! your —_ humble ſcrvant. 
Melv. AndlI perhaps ten times more yours. 
Foſe. This ſounds briskly. 
Melv. Not that I intend toinſtance, 
You have parted with a deſerving Lady, 
And ſopreſs a reconciliation from 
The doctrine and uſes of Love, as ſome Matrons 
Among(t us might perhaps ring in your cars 
In the like caſe. | 
Foſe. Far be it from me to 
Think it, Madam 3 I know you are well bred, 
And muſt therefore underſtand what better 
Belongs to our Mode, and a Gentleman, then ſo. 


Ex. Clarina. 


Melv. Well ſaid Gallant— but I hope youll not teach 


My Husband to follow your example 3 
Andlike ſuch a Buck as your (elf, break 
Through the toyl and bonds of Marriage 3 
"Thoughſome of you allow it no more, then 
A State device to catch fools. 


. Foſe. Thisisa Witty Rogue 3 a Wife that underſtand; 
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The intrigues of a Miſtreſs, 
Mely. Then ſay, my husbands wife 
Should think = a fine Gentlemay—— 
Foſe. I underſtand you Madam. 
AMelv. And were willing to beſtow ſome affeftion 
On your worth. PO, x 
Foſe. Go on Lady, goon;' you are 
Coming to a point indeed, E 
Melv. Thereit1s, you have itto a hair. 
| [Gives him a Bracelet inclos'd in a Paper. 
I hope you will keep Counſel—— 
Foſe. O Madam ! *twere'finto doubt it. 
Melv. And wear it carefully, for the owners ſake 
I mean, and ſo farewel kind Foſtaris 
If this fail, thou'rt proof above Mortal]. [ Aſide. 
Now to be near and at&t farther as occaſion ſerves. [ Ex. Mely. 
Foſe. What have here? Tle open it carefully, : 


' And firſttaſte it by the ſmell 3 it ſcents 


Moſt Lady-hke, and amorous; methinks 

It moves too, I know not how : Oh theſe Women 
Arerare contrivers in theſe Scenes of Love—— * 
Now for the enclos'd—— | [ Opens it. 
Ha, ha, ha, a Bracelet of a lock of Hair, : 
In colour much reſembling my Wives : but 

Sucha trick on me, were to little purpoſe, 

File tangle nomore there---- but now 1 think on't, 

I have found the knack ; as ſure as I am made 

Of fleſh and blood, 'tis 2elvifſa courts me 

For her ſelf, for which purpole ſhe handles 
Andrages, her husband, at that rate. 

'Tisa witty-gay female, as moſt within 

Our Kingdom; andit ſeems the Raſcal's 

Willing to graft his fore-head, and be beholding 
Tohis Friend for the Horn. In the mean time 

Ile pleaſure her delire, and wear her favour. [ Puts it on 
The Devil on't, it warms the vein that leads .- his arm. 
To the Heart ſtrangely ; and 'tis love I feel 

In abundance——1 mult yent it ſomewhere, 


. Or 
/ 
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Or Iſhall burn'to aſhes ; *tis moſt certain T am | 
Charm'd to purpoſe, and 'tis odds but ſome evil ſpirit 
Waits at my elbow. 

Melv. within. None but thy better Genius— [speaks altering 

Foſ. Ha! a voice too,then there is a Devil in the of her voice. 
Caſe 'tis manifeſt--- what art thou, and from whence ? 

Melv. Tama Spirit belonging to the element: of fire. 

Foſe. Thou haſt ſome poſlefiion of me already then, 
Who am flame all over— what is thy bulineſs ? 

Melv. Love, kindeſt Love. 

Foſe. The'ſame is mine, and 
Since-thou art a kind Familiar, I dare ask « 
Thee a queſtion— Art thou a Genius of Loveat large 
According to our Gallantizing Mode ? or art thouyfor 
A more peculiar Courtſhip ? 

Melyv. I incite Honourable, and Matrimonial Love. 

Foſe. A moſt Heroick Devil indeed ; | 
But take a care how thou doſt otherwiſe appear tome, 
Leſt my ſword make bold with one of thy limbs, 
And it prove afterwards to belong to-ſome 
Sorcerer, or Witch. 

Mely. You need not fear that. 

Foſe. Prethee avoid me then,I would not willingly be haunted 


By a Matrimonial Genius of all other. 


Melv. Your deſire is granted---- 
While only Fle thy heart incite . 
Tolove thy fair deſerted Wite, 
For whoſe ſake, I am oblig'd thy ſenſe to ply, 
Since on thy wriſt thoudidſta philter tye. 


And ſo farewel. [ Ex. Melviſſa. 
Foſe. Adieu, adieu ! had ever man ſuch a Dialogue 
As this ? [ He ſtudies. 


Enter Clarina and Melvilla. 


Melv. Be confident I have perform'd to purpoſe, 
Clar. IT warrant you. | 
Aelv. Nay more to his greater 


Tcrror, 


(38) 


Terror, I withdrew here,and AE my ſelf 
A Spirit. | [5203 2 | 119 
Clar. Moſt tion] | *; 
Atly. And had- ; E-iN | 
Such pleaſant diſcourſe with him, . { 
Clar. You have done above my expectation. . | 
Melv.. He comes on frercely | warrant thee. 
Foſe. Andyetl donot ind my hair'ſtares, or 

A cold (weat on me, enough to diſlolve me toa gelly, 

Like ſome ſtories I have heard of this kind. 

Melv. See, he'shere, obſerve a little—— 1n the meantime 
Fle withdraw. [ Ex, Melo. 
Foſe. Whil{tT feel ſuch a heat diſpers' d through every vein 

Of my body, no man, or longing virgin ever felt , 

Thelike in any burning wiſh, or actual enjoyment—— 

Well Foſcarjs,thou halt got a tickling ſpirit in thee. ; 

Clar. I perceiveit takes... 
Foſe. And yet methinks 

It ſhould not be in the power of Magick to make 

Meatfe& my caſt-off Wifez4f-it prove otherwile, 

What a confounded Lover am | then— ſhe's here. [ 0bſerves her. 
Clay. Now Tle approach him. . | { Walks fawards him. 
Foſe. AsTam a man, tis ſhe I long for, | 

The very element of tire ismet 

Within me, andmmy heart riſes to my very lips | 

At her appearance. [ Gazes on her. 
Clar. The Phylick works; nowto handle this patient. [4frde. 
' Foſe. Ohthou art bright indeed Clarina; 

Ariadnes Crown of Stars 1s Copper - 

To thy Eyes, and in cach look methinks thou 

Stain'(t the evenings glory. | 
Clar. Good kind Sir, keep off, 'tis towards bed-time. -. 
Foſe. *T1sthitherI would go with thee Love, and twine 

More happily then ever! Alas, I did but this 

To love thee ten times better then before 3 

As men reſtrain themſelves from food they like 

To make the next meal better. 

Clar.*Keep your ground good Sir Amorous 3 - 
| ou 
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You andI muſt not come to the cloſe embrace 
So eaſfily ; andleſt you ſhould be boy(t'rous, 
Flebe gone. | 
Foſe. Stay but a twilights time longer —— 
Clar. 'Tis morethen Ican well afford you. 


Enter Andrages. 


Foſe. Nay prethee let me beg it though Lkneel. 
Clay. You deſerve ſome penance 3 I'lenot intreat you 
To be ſparing. [_Ex. Clarins; 
Andr. Foſcaris kneeling ! and to his own Wife? 
The world fure turns round, or Plato's year 
Is come about; if this Diamond he late 
Diſcarded ſhould again be Trump ?—— 
What Foſcarzs | penſive ? | 
Foſe. Oh I am undone! 
And. What's the matter ? 
Foſe. Nay, thou'lt laugh me intoſhame enough 
When thou know'(t it. 
Andr. By no means. 
Foſe. Why, I am wounded by Cxpidthe wrong way ? 
Andr. As how? 
Foſe. I ſcarce know how to tell thee. 
Andr. Nay prethee let me know. 
Foſe. Underſtand thenI am in love 
With my own caſt petticoat ; if that be not 
A curſe to a Scythian Husband, I'le 
Challenge fateto do worle if poſſible. 
Andr. Though T found thee on thy knees, I hope 
Thou doſt not pray over love againtothy Wife. 
Foſe. ButI do, andat ſuck-an intolerable rate, 
That were every ſenſe of mine a ſeveral ſoul, 
She might command 'emall to exprels it. 
Andr. Is't poſſible ?---- | 
Foſe. And more, look well to thy ſelf, 
I fear thy Wife's an Inchantreſ(s, 
Andr. Ha, ha, ha ; 
| F , Foſs _ 
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Foſe. If thou doft notfee herflying ſteeple high, | | '-: 

Nod ſelf atop on her ſhortly, yk Ro 8 

As high fort. UC | | 

 Andr. But you thought there wasnoſuch thing 

As Charm or Magick in Love, andrhat our 

Scythian Wives would have (till continued ſuch 

Tame things, as like bob'd Eyeſles, they might 

Have been turn'd off; and took to hand at pleaſure. 
Foſe. T have prov'd the Experiment dearly : 

Take care and mock not, leſt thou art beheld 


_  Convertedtoa Cat, and cry Mew 


To keep her —_— 
Andr. Is this the man 
That could defie Cxpid and all his Arts? 
Nay ſhoot your Darts contrary to his, at 
A minutes warning— was it not ſo? 
Foſe. I thought I could, till more then mortal powers 
Conſpir'dagain(t me. | 
Andr. And for a Wife, 'twas 
Such a potion, muſt have no more todo 
With your palate, 
Foſe. The very name of her 
Inflames me like fire. 
Andy. A little more to cool you 
And Thave done; come I'le put you in mind, 
Of a Julipof your own compoſition 3 | 
What though her Eyes are black, | (Sings. 
And kiſſes with a knack, &c. 
Foſe. No more, no more, though I deſerve tobe 
Bitten with a Satyr could ſting worſe then 
SCOrpions. 
Antr. Well; I have done. 
Foſe. Let's ſhake hands then, 
And go thuspoſtur'd tothe Frantick Society here, 
Amongl(t which Ile dye, 
If e*'re there were two ſuch Fanatick preſidents 
Of Husbands as our ſelves: Oh'twould make ſucha 
Novelty of diſtempers ! _—_ 


Andr. 
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A:dr. And thereendure alittle of the twig, 
Shall we? : | 
Foſe. By any means 3 
Thou for obſerving thy Wife with ſuch a 
Fond affeCtion, asI beyond dotage 
Long for mine again. 
Andr. Good Foſcaris, 
Enough of this extravagancy-: In the mean time 
I have lo far the better of the malady, 
' ThatThavenofear of thy relapſe, 
And fora cure, let me adviſe one more gentle 3 
Let's drink ſome Wine, and give it ſpirit 
In Clarina's health. 
Foſe. OhthatI could taſte her lips once more 
And mark me friend, 'tis odds asI am a Gentleman, 
But in ſpight of all prevention I ſhall 
Hang or drown my ſelf for love, e're the next Moon. 
' Andr. Come T le takecare of thee, [ Exennt. 


Enter Tyſamnes, Pariſatis, Baſſanes, Clarina, Melviſſa, 
Toxaris, Alvanes, and Araxis, &c. 


Ty/ame. We underſtand Baſſanes, that the Embaſſadreſle: 
Fromthe Queen Mardaraarearriv'd. 

Baſſ. They are, Sir. | 

Tyſam. Attend them to our preſence. [ Ex. Baſſanes, 
An Embaſly few Courts have ſeen before, 
Where Women bear their Princes Errands, 
Andrule ſupreamly even our Sex. 
What think you Ladies, were your caſe alike 
With us ? * 

Clar. For mine I ſhould not wiſhit, Sir, 
'Tweretoo injurious to the right of men. 

Mele, Youare a little of the kindeſt Lady—— 

For my part, Sir, wereI born under the like 
Favourable Aſpedt of rPerrns, 'tis odds but I 


Should wear a Bow and Quiver, to maintain 
F 2 The 
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The priviledge---- ” arar- pardon, Sir, my freedom. 

Tyſam. A witty ſprightly Lady— and yet I dare believe: 
There's none of all you Gentlemen, that has 
A Wife predominant, who does not own 
Submiſſion to the cuſtom here. —. 

Tax. T his touches home. | 

Ty/am. lam confirm'd, that were the caſe my conſforts here, 
(So dear unto my ſoul ) ſhe would not claim 
Her ſelf exempted. 

Alv. That parentheſis was odly plac'd. [ Aſide. 

Par. You know I am all obedience, Sir, : 
And hope you'l now receive ſuch offers, from 
This our neighbour-Queen, as will not give your thoughts 
The leaſt diſturbance 3 nor wouldI have a War 
Wherein my Sex ſhould fight, were I madea party 
In the cauſe, or injury. 

Tyſam. Thou art all Excellence. 


Enter Baſlanes with Renone, and Cydane the Embaſſadreſſes. 


Now Ladies, your Queens pleaſure. 

Renone. Who does by us, moſt Royal Sir, congratulate 
Your great acceſſion to this Throne, and more, your joys 
In this your fair and vertuous Queen, who ſcarce 
Has equal in her Sex : to which (if poſlible) 

Her wiſhes do yet adde more happinels. 

Tyſam. Thisis butuſual form of State : proceed. 

Czd. Tis what our Queen expetts you'l weicom, 
Who waves diſpute of Territories, 

The uſual great concerns of Thrones 

And has but one demand inſtead of all, 

To make your Greatneſs : whence may ſpring 
A laſting league betwixt her nughty Crown 
And yours. 

Tyſam. Speak it then! 

Par. Thope 'twill find reception. 

Cyd. Then know, our Mighty Miſtreſs does demand | 
By us an Abrogation'of that moſt | 
| Rigid 


(37) 
F 
Rigid uſage here, from which the Husbands will 
Is too much Lord of love. 
_ -Tyſam. Sure, you miſtake your Embaſly ? 
Ren. Nor can ſhe reign without a bluſh muſt ſtain 
Her glories, ſhould ſhe not (if deny'd) 
Compel by arms her Sexes fair relief. 
Clar. Nobly urg'd. G | 
AMelv. MethinksI could fight in this Cauſe my elf. - 
Arax. The King is mov'd. [ Aſrde. 
Alv. Obſerve the Queen. 
Tyſam. Your Queen's too bold with us in this demand 3 
But ſhe's a Woman. | 
Cyd. And ſoon you'l find, ſhe'l ſlight 
All dangers in this Cauſe : nor is the world 
Unknowing, that her arms (though guided 
By the conquct of our Sex) has oft gave 
_ Wars rough Lawsto men. 
Par. Let me then intercede, my Royal Husband, 
I would not have a quarrel in this Cauſe, 
(Although I doubt not from your love ſecurity) 
The world I know would fay you but defend 
A moſt unkind prerogative; and ſince 'tis thus, 
Beſtow it as a bounty on the Sex for my ſake. 
Tyſam. Can this proceed from Pariſatis ? 
Par. As truly asI wiſh your peace and love. 
Ty/am. Thou dolt miſtake in both— 
Far. Beſides, what honour wer't in ſuch a Cauſe 
To be a Conquerour ? or on your Warlike Trophee to 
Tnſcribe, you did ſubdue the force of Women, 
Led by a neighbour Queen, whole bravery 
Of ſoul, deſerves eſteem and wonder —— 
I know you'l condeſcend. 
Tyſam. Away, thou doſt abuſe thy Love and me. 
Par. Is't poſlible ? = 
Tyſam. Or elſe endeayour'ſt by compliance with 
This Embaſly, tobetray the honour of | 
This Crown, and People; take which you ike—— 


And know thou halt forfeiteq thy Being 
In 
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Inmy foul, [foes ao 
Par. Heaven defend. | 


Ty/ſam. And tell your Queen Fle reign [To the Embaſadr efſes 


A King of men in ſpight of all her power 
Of Spinſters : whoſe honourby this grant would be 
The mock of Women. Nor do I doubt their hearts 
And ſwords will join with mine to aſſert this 
Nations right. : 
Tox. The King is much incens'd. 
Alv. I hope *twill not refle& upon the Queen. 
Tyſ:m. And by my AQ, to aſſure the world how much 
Ile own my Subjedts priviledge, behold my Queen. 
Cyd. A Lady full of Graceand Vertue—— 
Par. Oh my fears! 
Tyſam. Who with no more concern le caſt away, 
Then T1-dians do a Pearl, that ne're did know 
It's value; and from this hour no more my Wife. 
Par. Muſt it be ſo? 
Baſſ. Conſider Sir, this A& 
May provea raſh one—— 
Tyſam. My reſolution's fixt---- nor dol[ fear 
What Law can a(t, though hencel reign not jointly 
With this Queen, while by the power I poſlels, 
I can create a right above 1t. 
_ Par. Nor ſhall I plead a word 
Againſt your Will, thoughit ſeverely fall 
Upon my Love: or mention what ſhould be 
Your gratitudeto me, that gave you both 
My ſelf and Crown, and yet will give my life, 
If your concern require it 
You'l giveme time convenient to withdraw. 
Tyſam. Thou ſhalt to any place retire within 
My Crowns Dominion, where thou ſhalt live 
In ſtate and greatneſs of a Queen—— 
And lo farewel. 
Par. Adieu, my deareſt. 
Alv. This action of the King was unexpetted. 
Arax. Such as muſt breed ſome ſwange diſtemper here. 


[ Aſide. 


[4/de. 


Tox. 


ST 
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* Tox. Iwiſh our Almanacks were all burnt elſe. 
Tyſam. Tomorrow you ſhall have our Letters to your Queen. 
Renone. Andas becomes her ſhe'l reſent this Ac. 
Tyſam. Baſſanes Ex. Tyſamnes and Baſſanes. 
Cydan. Madam, you have our pity. [_ Ex. Embaſſadreſſes. 
Clar. The Queen deſerves a ſorrow | 

From all Hearts. | 
Mely. She has deeply mine. 

Par. Though life has many ways to loſe it's comforts, 

Few hinder the diſtreſled means of death : 

And let my ſad example teach my Sex, 

That when they love embarque with men, 'tis like 

A veſlel, that with guilded ſtreamers ſails 

On dangerous Seas, and in each calm muſt think 

This ſmooth-fac'd Ocean may their Barques ſoon ſink. 

| Exennt, 


ACT II. SCENETL. 


Enter Pariſatis zr 4 Mourning Vail led by Baſlanes. 


> & 
Baſſ. F Want'no ſenſe of your afflictions, Madam. }. 
Par. 'Tis like your worth. 

Baſſ. And dareexpreſs it more 
Thea entertaining of your griefs by naked Accents, 
That were toolow and common for Buſſares heart; 
Each vulgar ear that hears from rumours breath, 
Will do as much, and glory in the hope 
Of making ſtubborn Heaven bend to hear 
Your ſufferings. 

Par. Youarea Prince ally'd unto my Crown, 
Nor can I doubt, but every vein of yours 
Ha's many ſtreams of honour —— 


Baſſ. Know, Madam, : Sis 
| Since 
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Since you are pleas'd to call me worthy of 
Your great Alliance 3 I want no heart totell 
The King, your Husband (though fitting on the Throne) 
His ingratitude. 
Par. I wiſh I had been truly charg'd with any crime 
That might have given his At in my deſertion, 
Some vizard to out-facethe world : I dare believe 
The Law that firſt here gave this liberty to man, 
Did tacitely imply the Husband ſhould 
Not be a lawleſs Tyrant tothe Wife. 
Baſſ. Theinjuſticeis too palpable 3 and 
Fitter 'twere this Law had no more being, 
Or the Sex of women againlt Natures 
Made ſupreme, then thus to be imbitter'd 
'Gainſt your vertue, | 
=—_ ſmooth'd and guilded over with pretexts, 
He calls State Policy, and Marriage Intereſt, 
But ſimply Artificeto bring another 
Tohis Throne and Bed. 
Par. I fear 'tistoo much a truth. 
Baſſ. Statyra is no doubt deſign'd to ſhine 
In this Meridian, by your fair remove: 
But think not, Madam, that your Eclipſe of 
Glory can paſs without your Subjects due 
Remorſe, and vindication: heisa King here 
But as you made him ſo, in giving him 
Your ſelf a Queen; and from your love has only 
Title to your Subjetts hearts. 
Par. And had the world 
Been mine in Kingdoms, with as many Hearts, 
My affection had diſpos'd 'emall to him. 
 Baſjſ. Youhavegiven proof above parallel. 
Par. But this ingratitude does combate with my ſoul ! 
Baſj. Permit, I ſerve your Royal Vertue. | 
Par. I know thou dar'ſt revenge my wrong, and haſt 
An intereſt in thy blood and merits, that 
Can guide this Nations Arms, and raiſe a (ſtream 
Of vulgar force, enough to ſink Tyſammes 


Even 
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Even to the depth of rume, though foreify'd with-', 
All the power he now enjoys. 
Baſſ. Twill imploy = utmoſt in your ſervice. 


Par. Ihavel ſeea Su 


jet great, brave, and Dt z 


In ſpight of all adverfity—— Baſſaties 
Thou wilt obey me ſtriftly > +) | 
Beſſ. Be danger what it will 3-- - 
Nor need youqueſtion, but the arm Iſhall apply 
Is ſtrong enough to right, or elſe revenge 
Your injuries: nor wantTI means prepar'd; - 
Even at'this minute, that ſhall ſoon perform. . 
The leaſt breath of your commands. 1; _ ', | 
Par. Then know, I do enjoin you all obedience 
To the'King— | 
' - Baſſ. How, Madam? 
Par. | mean Tyſamnes, 
Who has thrown'me from his heart, and that far 
More ſtrict, if poſſible, then had he met 
| My Love with e 
Notlive and underad the part of virtue. 
Baſſ. You oblige me now to be your enemy----... 
Who knows how ſoon you may be taken from 
The world by him, that thus has caſt yo from. - 


His boſom ? 


ual conſtancy---- I would 


_ 'Tis not inglprious! if I 3s 


Or ſplit on an 
This ſtorm ſha 


4 


throw me on; _ 


If Innocence be my harbour. - - 
Baſſ: The Worm that's trod on,, bows jn ſome diplealare 

Whenit's griev'd; what ſhould then do your Greatneſs? 
Par, But vertue's yet more gentle, whoſe VIOe: O 

Moſt refin'd by ſuffering----1 RAW - | 

You will obey me. i 

. © Bf. Since 'tis your pleaſure... 
* Par. Andbe ſure give out 'twas Act of State, 

Or Crime in me, or any thing thou can'ſt deviſe 

Moſt plauſible, to aflurethe people #3 


To Tyſamnes. 


And more, that/tis my ſtrict 
G 


$I 


; Com- 
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Command, theyiobeyhimwvithiall idaegy)! fo 12 217; 0 2 
As their King— this I command thee: : rot [ 
As thou art a Priace'of worrh, my Kinſman, 

And my beſtof Subjeds. | F571 
Baſſ. You ſhall have my obethencer-- lie? 2dni-7 wi 
Par. There's ſomething further I mult ab ''' {tfede. 

Ile now conſult my ougatp—<J—_ EY 2 EY 


Eutor T pſkrnnes. Up 
Baſſ. Madam, the King,” 41m {uw 7 
Par. Attend him-i21c7”: 7G 1 lin 3608 23:e) {Coney 
Baſſ. Her worth does merihonivithmce bt 
Toraiſc her tfiiwimphatbave all hiftgramb—L.c" "7; odds; 
Tyſam. Baſſanes, thou'lt welcom War Tl know whenere 
'Tis made againſt our Crown. A Sovldiers foul Jt 
Is half alleep in peace; nor doI doubt + hi D re 7 SET 
But by my Arms ani EHAres te wks yer Md7E: Domirijon Y. 
Unto this. | £19; 916) 
Bafſ. Your affairs (l- aaa)! rovod vt} 
| Are not ſowell compos'4 WG, the fheoof erhings 7 


Has no kind profpe& ery COIENES - "Fs 1% 
If I canpreſage. #7: Ss 9 (61 41077 1 © Re EAR "TT 
Tyſam. This lo8K'hodOwelg> 767! 21cr 1 1hfs wn d Bro HT 


Or rather ſeems unmannerly and old 
Baſſ. My tongue is not ſo mittha "ogy! 
Tomy heart, but it dares ſpeak you —_— ” wort among, 
In the deſerdion of your vertuous Qiteen; 72"; M103; 7 
Tyſar. Dar'ſt thou owa the name" Subjed, gd 52715507 1.31 
Andretipt iy fit this Þ' TU, FA | HF 2 
Or ſtare me'mthEfate, Arie} 26k the why | ue 2 12 T90Tg 21 
F did an AR, reaft of Stare, nt&the' ©1159 31:4] xp 
Ta" ative of every vulgar ia hlimiesd=c- d hos fc! 
. But forfeits all to honour when un juſt 5- 5. 
Nor can youtruly call 1 our ſelf a Sovereign In-4 
Here, {ince now turn'd” yratit tits Love; which | wen / 
Rais'd you tothis Throne.--- ! ; 117 Orme) 200 
Tyſam. [le hear no more--my Guardthere? wiggle Po? 
 _Baſ- Or mine that's 'neat& harld, STO 2A Rn DC 
Enter 
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- Enter Eumenes and Draxanes. 
Tjſam. How'sthis? tvedſon? 15m Doh tn 
Baſj. That word'stoo black for my intent 3 nor is 
T here voice dares interrupt what [ſhall utter, .- 
Unleſs Heavens own, that perhaps will chide me, 
For ppearing ſlow tn doing juſtice-- ©. ©: 11%, 
On your ſd, 7 075 gomotng tin fit! 
Tyſam. *Tisnotthy force, or death 
In all it's ſhapes of horror, threarn'd againſt 
My life, can move my ſoul. 
Baſſ. | pity ſo much bravery in t}, 1. 
Tyſar. But that I'find apricking here== 
-- Baſſ:\ Sath as will bliſters ratſeupon your heart, 
And makeit burſt with burden of your crime 3 
Nor muſt-you think, that all the pendants 
Of your State,and Glory (were you permitted + 
Here to own em longer) will inot fade and blaſt 
Themſelves, worn thus inglorious. | 
Tz/am. Forgive me Heaven, as I repent 3 Baſſaner, 
Thy loyalty has made me truly Convert ; 
Andcould this At but berecall de . 
Baſſ. I dare pronounce yon then my Sovereipn, 
Though'twill wound you yet more deeply, 
Whenyou know this Royal Lady (injur' | 
Beyond thought) not only 
Ha's forgiven this Act, but by command | 
On me and all her Subjects , made you abſolute 
To Reign (if you-diſpenfe withthe' 
Ingratitude) without her. MELEE 
Tyſam. What penance 
Is enough to expiatemy Crime ? though 
I ſhould melt my heart in tears, and ſhowre 'em 
As an offering at her feet—— - 8 | 
Call forth my Queen and beſt beloy'd Pariſatis. [ Ex. Eum. 
Baſſ. Let me now kiſs your hand. ' and Drax, 


OB ett ds LED Enter 
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ond Eumene P* Draxanes. vi 
- _—_ A . 
Eum. The eB is withdrawn, E 
Tyſare. How's that 2;; _ '/ JL 15 
Drax. Remov'd Sir, none koaws whither: ;-.. 
Tyſam. I fear ſhe has taken ſome gn refolye,. rh 
Baſſ. The joys this news will bring, ;-.! +73 4 
Mult ſoon caule her appearance, 1/5 0004 1» 
Where e're ſhe is retir'd. 
Tyſam. Make ſtrictand ſpeedy ſearch,. TIC 
He wants no wealth bringy happy; tidiogs fot [ 
Eum. Drax. Well ule alt diligence... ſri, - £68, Ewne: Dax. 
Tyſam. Bring forth Statyra.' , 1, 
Baſſ. Tle wait her to you, Sir. -- | | (Ex. Baſſanes. 
Tyſam. Tis fit the know |. - ©! 04542 7 
How much I haye offended for her ke [9 


' Pyter- Baſlanes and Statyra. 


E 

Statyra, muſt beg a pardon of thy yertue. 

Stat. Sir, you have prov'@l can; forgive. jo 1. 

Tyſam. Thy goodneſs haveinjur'd next my Queens, , 
And I am making of my peace with Heaven 
And her. | 

Stat. 'Tis worthy of your Soub— - 
But you'l conſider, Sir-—;-- -i,; ;- 

Tyſame. Ido, that 'twas my. ſip. of Tr to thee 
Which did induce this AR, to whom I fix{t- > - .. 
Diſpos'd my heart : and would to Heavenl had _ 


; Twofouls, that I might give one to thy vertue, 


And make thee twinznmy affection with my {ayeeny:! you 
Excepting whom, the world and womankind. | 
Are but trifles tomy heart.” * ' 7 4 1 

Stat. Mine 1s as truly yours3 - 
And let this bluſh excuſe my boldneſs, | 
If I claim you now my own. , 


Tyſam. How's this Statyra? 
Stat. 
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Stat. You are made free by Law, 
(Tf fuch a one this Country owns) and can 
; That lefs then plead for my enjoyment now, 
So much your Loyer ? 
Baſſ. I did notlook for this. [_Afide. 
Tyſam. Tempt me not fair Statyra, leſt I fall 
Below the fin of the Apoſtate Angels 3 
And call thy love my ſecond crime. | 
Stat. I did but mention mine to prove your conſtancy. 
May you for ever live moſt happy in 
Your Queen; and for your ſakeT'le beg of Heaven 
That ſhe may late be taken thither. | 
Tyſam. Thou art a pattern of perfetion—— 
Stat. And lince you now have made me free, I'le crave 
Your leave to reſpite my return, till [ 
Congratulate your happy meeting with 
| Your Queen, and ſo to Perſ/a, where ['le 


Spread your joys. , | 
Baſſ. This centers with my wiſh, [_Afide. 
Tyſarr. Each ſyllable of thine does give my ſoul new wonder. 

| Since not alone, thou can't my Crime forgive, 


But yield I may anothers Lover live. 
Ex. Tyſamnes leading Statyra, Baſſancs- 


Enter Melviſla with two Conrtiers. 


Melv. You are pleas'd to like my entertainment 
Gentlemen 3 andſamapt enough to be 


Proud of your good opinion. _ 2 
I Court. You are all diverſion, Madam, our Court 


Has not ſuch another Lady. 


2 Court. 1 hope you't 
Give me leavetoſpend ſome hours with your converſe. 


Melv. You may be welcom as I pleaſe 


Jointly, and ſeverally. _ 
Both. We underſtand you, Madam. 
Melv. But methinks you are alittle dull (though 


Courtly bred) lince you ſpeak praiſes of my Wit, l 
| ut 
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But havelittle to oy for my Beauty. - 
1 Court. Oh Madanrt that sgratited, the Court hes no ofuch. 
_ Star, bating the Queem. 
. 2 Conrt. Beſides, your Ladyſhip 
Cannot ſo far miſtake our inclinations, 
As to ſuppoſe we pay adorations 4 vr agtF; woe 
To the ugly, though ne're'ſownty3' y 
They are only fit to eat with, provided \'o T7: 
They keep good Tables, 
Melv. Nowl perceive you. 
I Court. But for you, Madam, (ſo 4Y — 
The day is tooſhort to admire you, and 
Thenight to enjoy you: 
Melv. You aim well, and'tis odds 
But I gueſs the mark you'd hit——pray ſit a while3 
F can afford you ſome minutes—— [ They fi ” her. 
2 Court. There's no time + 
Long enough, we are not in haſte.---- 
I Conrt. Tis fit we wait yourleiſure. 


Enter Andrages. 


Mele. 1 keep my lodgings free enough for entertainment, 
And live without the fear of 
Pry1 ns. Agr eng or the Jealous Husbands eye. 
r. Oh my torment ! ſhe dares meto be jealous too. [| Aſide. 
2 root I ſuppoſe, Madam, you allow the Gentleman 
Histimes of hawking and hunting, in order ' \ 
" Toyour more private Recreations. D. 
I Court. Letme beſo happyl beſeech you, 
As to have notice when he is abſent. 
2 Court. Or I, Madam, I ſhould endeavour to ſerve you. 
Andr. Tle try whether I have ſo much courage > 
- Left, as to mark theſe things (made up of perfumes [ Draws his 
And Perriwigs) in the fore-head witha - . Sword. ' 
Jealous token of mine, e're I am convicted 
I wear ahorn there my ſelf---- now Gentlemen---- | 
1 Court. Your Husband, Madain---- we ate in haſte—— , 
Metv. 


O<LS>mM, py 
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Melv. You need not make ſormuch, 
2 Court. Your Humble Servant, Sir. 
T Court. The King expetts me, Madam. 
Mely. You ſhall notpart withany apprehenſion 

Hence--- how now Sir Hot Spur ? I muſt curb you 

Ifaith, if you offer to takeſuch Careers as theſe. 
Andr. You may command me, Madam—— a Lark is not 

So dar'd asI am by this Hobby of mine. [_ Aſide. 
Melv.” Put up your Tool, and remove3 your appearance 

Was more unſeaſonable then I look'dfor, in 
Andr. Each word ſhe ſpeaks is a Charm; I have not 

So much valourin meas to oppoſe her tongue, 

Whate'reI have done, or dare do otherwiſe. ['Ex. Andrages. 
Melv. You may now withdraw, 

Gentlemen, the King expects you. 


Both. Your Servant Lady. 
Mely. There is no need of the expreſſion; 


I did but ata little of the moſt toſhow my prerogative 3 
I hope you'l ſay there's one Womanamong(t us 
Has wit enough to rifle her Hasband® 
In ſpight of Law. ''' : / | 
Both, Well witneſs it to wonder, Madam, [ Exenn. 


Enter Clatina haſtily. 


Clar.\ Oh Madam! your experiment has'done 
Wonders; my Husband--— | 
Melv. Loves thee now topurpole.— 
Clar. Beyond expreſſion. 
Melv. My mother prov'd 
Such a like Artifice on my father, 
For ſecurities ſake, yet loy'd'him dearly. 
Clar, You have given good'proof in your own, 
And for mine, I believe he feels love 
In every fiber of his heart; kneelsto 
Adore me, compares meto Stars, and 
Vows that am more fair then ever. 


Oh whata kifling time ſhallT have on't, 
If 


© 


| 4 (48) 
If he and I meet in erhbrace again ? 


Melv. Tantalize him well firſt. 
Clar. But toſay truth, 


I long my ſelf, and would willingly be---- you gueſs---- 


Fnter Foſcaris. 


g 


Meclv. He comes, withdraw a while—— [ Ex. Clarins. 


Foſe. -Oh Madam! you 
Havegiven mea preſent has had ſuch 
Powerful operation' on me. | 
Melv. By this time T8 
You well underſtand the meaning on't 
I aſſure my ſelf. 
Foſe. Tis love Madam, in extremity. 
Metv. Did I nottell you ſo? 
Foſe. IthoughtT had hit your ſenſe 
Toa hair indeed, while I conceiv'd you 
As Gentlemen ſhould a Lady in the like caſe. 
Meiv. It means as good athing I can aſlure you. 
Foſe. -But I am doting on my Wife again, 
And muſt (in ſpight of fleſh and blood.) woo her 
*Twice over. 
Melv. There 'tis---- Alas good Sir, who could 


Have thought it in a man of your temper ? OE 


Foſe. That ſame bewitching Bracelet yougave me 
Which I am fain to kiſsthus reverently | 
Moſt minutes of the day, nay, ſometimes pray to't 3 
I can't blame your H m—_ 
For being ſuch a ſtrict Amoriſt ; he 
Has had his philter I ſuppoſe. + 
Melv. I never found it needful ; if I had, 
Perhaps ſhould have endeavour'd much 
Topreſerve his love. 
m__ There's not a hair 
On thy head, but I dare ſay can do more 
Then all the Charms of Medea. 
AMely. Excuſe me, Sir. 


| Fo 


© And accuſe me, becauſe Heaven has brought 
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Foſe. Iſhould be loth to prove you guilty of - 
Magick, though 'tis certain. FANG 2 
Melv. Proceed, good Sir, 


Your affe&ion back againto your Lady 

*Tis odds butl ſhall anſwer it. 1: 32 
Foſe. Well, ſince 'tis thus, 

I forgive thee; and as you area Woman, 

Speak a good word for me. 


Enter Clarina. 


Aelo. That I aſſure you, ---- 2d, 91 
And perhaps have taken morecare for you 


Then you can imagine=— hereſhe comes, 
$3004 , -.  LExX- Afeluifa. 


Apply your (elf firſt. . .. 
Poſes Andare wemetthus> : - "(> 
Clar. 


If not happily, you may remove me Gyro 


With the leaſt breath of yours: 
Foſe. Nay. prethee ſtay, © -* 
I love ſtrangely to look onthee== 
O that Eye of thine !—— | : {3 '-!::00'8 
Clay. And this Cheek, this Lip, (ſome think not 111) 
So often taſted by you, with other amorous 
Paſſages of ours: does this remembrancepleaſe you ? 
Foſe. Tomiracle !—— FER 
Clar. Anddo you truly repent 
My deſertion, as you proteſted to me youdid? 
Foſe. From the very bottom of my belly; ſweeteſt. 
\ Clar. Had you ſaid your heart, perhaps I had 
Took your word, and conſented to have met 
Your deſires on honourable terms. ; 
aſe This may be adevice to bring my paſſion 
To fome further mockery : (theſe ſhe Serpents 
Waat no wiles) Ple try whether or no | 
I candiffemble mine, though againſt the 
Power of Magick. 
Clay. You daretruſt my Love? 
'. Foſe.. I could find in my heart---- 
H 


% 


Clar. 


($9) 

Clar. You ſeem'd/elf late: ' 4 ot o) G E od] LY 
To adore me ſoſtrangely, that I amobligd. 743 i ml 
Totake pity of you now for fear of your wits)... - wh bak 

Foſe. 'Tis certainſhe mocks mewn 1 5 p79 


I confeſs I felt a kind flame; oro 4 O71 Li:it” 141 nom "I T2 Y 
But I did not intend to keep a perpetual. nt Hed; Toi abbe 2: Th 
Etna in my boſom, or ſucha Fevour, '1 / 1 LY 7 
Of Love, that will only admit of one. Julip. >; :- 17 pin 4] 
Clar. Melviſja's Arts do faill fear. - + ._ 107 £ 2:754qÞ 


Foſe. Beſides, you Women are ſuch nice things 
To handle, and as the world:rurifnow, 
Have ſuch ſuperlative devices—— ,:,;-o 1 77 GM 
Clay. I can forgiveyoutralyz by this- {nents his Pifure 
Image which ne're can hang toonear my heart. :: ty ber LOR, 


yang MyPicure (till there ? better wand betters. | 4 
As ſure asT live ſhe's charm'd too: - —_ »uc bibs ea 
I remember told me; thathhethad cone; : for 33 avid 
Something extraordinary for me Imay, 1 i eat '3 e307 
Diſſemble ſafely, andif need were, makeher //: +: + + .*\« 1 
Long as much for me now 3 what arine turn.) Lo). 14 nad; wvol 1 
Of Love would that be? =: 911; $3 946 21.57 O 
Clar. Youthen-continue&ryel ſtill> Dehis bob nw 
Foſe. Alas my pretty fandling, -- odd alan 315301 90 07 
Wer't ever kind andtender.3/ bavro @y enmb 3 226 1t6;9 
Ididbut counterfeit my paſſion, = _ Lact of ok 


Tocomply with thine, — vY "1 

| 1097/Ap nie nn = «ih 97 29 noirttals vii 
Suchen, witthentobeleve -/ 1 io { 5 9 
uc 


wonders. --.- 3'4 4 eNbot wor buty,orbeiH nh 
Clar. Is'tpoſhble2 -: bodies int ft an 67 06T 
Foſe. Alas! what I LE wy 
Could'ſt thou expett from:9/niad of my y conplexiap? 7 
 Clar, Tletry mywwwArta little then» + Evite 
Oh my Feſcaris _s beholdi dyeto (hew | 
Thee thy ingragl itude 1; eas i he foonndeds 


{ . ,Enmper 


; Js ? 
\ to yak vin $3432 05.4 woY ons? 
® i. 2 © oy F 
_— 4 i 48! T0 
"4 
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His 7; 19113 41 309 one) 
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Foſe. Help, help, help, m deareſt hinge? le, 
[ love thee moſt outragiou Y. | 
Clar. Are you inearneſt? 3 390 
Foſe.. Alas ! Icould even eat thide roexpeeſit.” NF 219.1 
Clar. May 1 confide ? ET 
Foſe. Belides, I'le tell thee more 5 
I amcharm'd to that purpoſe——_ 
. Behold this Bracelet, there'sten'thouſand 
Spirits of Cxpid init. 3 Fin” 
'Clah + "May T'be certain ? ha; ha; hawaii - 
Foſe. Te ſwear'tt by a thouſand Stars, 4 * 83 
Clar. Ha, ha, ha—— 
Foſe. By this good light ſhe jeers me. _——_ 
AM:lv. Andadts her part unto my wiſh. © {1 
Clar. Some other time you and I wi ll diſpurrerms- [BxcCler. 
Foſe. Oh my folly !- LITOES 


Melv. If you want an Advert // 
Yetcommand me; in the mean time, I ; WELT, 16 
VouTmakemuch of your your, andfſo a ll (=. Melo. 
Ehter Aridei oh. ry 0oof'l 


Foſe. If T am not put ina: Ballad. or Lempon' a 
— omn Scurrilous Poet before'to morrow | / - 
his time, there'15no miſchief.in beings Sa 
Subjet of ridiculous wonder. ''- 7 
 Arnadr. What's the matter? TOC 203 71 £708 
Foſe. Ask me noqueſtions.—— 11, 7% CT 
Andy.” But T could tell thee 
Such a ſtory of my Rancoffnters. 
Foſe. But pronottice'not the name of Wife. | 
Andy, Flere thee'newsthen 5"ti8 faidyeſhall have av. 
Wars with ou?' Amizontieighbours.” " C. eff 
Foſe. Let it come, LH 
I have quarrel enough tothe whole $ Sex - 


L acnd icy H1 3.1. - 101.16 SUM 4s ;vL 24 
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Clar. You ſeem'd-alf late » 4 Hluomt . 
To adore me ſo ſtrangely, that I am obl id. 9 


To take pity of you now for fear of your eo | 


Foſec. Tis certainſhe mocks nem a; "a 


I confeſs I felt a kind flame, orſo 4 . 
But I did not intend to keep a perpetual ne ef; 7. 


Etna'in my boſom, or ſucha Fevour. '1 | 1 1,4 


Of Love, that will only admit of one Julip. 

Clar. Melviſſa's Arts do faill fear. 

Foſe. Beſides, you Women are ſuch nice things 
To handle, and as the world:rudsnow, 
Have ſuch ſuperlative devices—— .., - 

Clay. I can forgiveyou traly 3 kanckis:- 
Image which ne're can hangtoohear my heart. :: 

Foes My PiQure (till there 2 better and betters 
As ſare 


as I live ſhe's charm'd too: - _— ns Fare 


I remember told me; thatſheihad done; - 


Diſſemble ſafely, and if need were, makeher - 
Long as much for me now 3 what arare turn! ..; 


Of Love would that be?  __.----- TH X By 7 * 
Clar. Youthen continue cruel ſttll2 IO-i rboA 


Foſe. Alas my pretty fondling,' Lkhow x" 7 
Wer't ever kind andtender;' but:to fay _ 


Ididbut counterfeit my paſſion, a little .....' .' Lg 


Tocomply with thine, and gaveontL had-- 
Receiv'd I know not whatcharms bf #Feavrs; :: 


Such wonders. --./ | 377 11211 10 
 Clar. Istpoſlible? rr 1 1: 1 | be 


Foſe. Alas! what 


Could'ſt thou expett from: —_ fy complexiop? deg . Jy 
| Edie 
:{.8he —_ FI if fe ſwrundcy 


Clar. Te try myuww'Arta little then---- +1 
Oh my Foſcaris |---- beholdi dye toſhew | 
Thee thy ingratitude ; 


= | 


x1 eq + 
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| Cappon ing thou had'ſt giore >a LY : ES: Den 
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- 
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'' {Pointeto his Piflure 
” her 
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Something extraordinary for me Emay - ] Tor 
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Foſe. Help, help, help, m deareſt chingof lie, - 
[ love thee moſt outragiouſly. 
Clar. Are you inearneſt? TRREb EHh 
Foſe. Alas ! Tcould even eat thee to expeeſait. REES 
Clar. Nay 1 confide ? | 
Foſe. Beſides, I'le tell thee more 3 
I amcharm'd to that purpoſe—— 
Behold this Bracelet, there'sten thouſand 
Spirits of Cxpid init. | " 
Clan May The certain ? ha; ha; hawag' i », 
Foſe. Te ſweat'it by a thouſand Stars. DS 
Clar. Ha, ha, ha—— 
Foſe. By this good light ſhe jeers me. 
47:lv. Andadts her part unto my wiſh. 
Clar. Some other time you and I will diſpute terms. [ExCler. 
 Foſe. Oh my folly! FG £1172 23/2 
Melv. If you want an Advocai / 
Yetcommand me3; in the mean time. I Kot)!” 1 HF | 
You'lmake much of your favour, andſo a Gieu. (Ex. Melo. 


Epter Anidragys.: ir 195.000 
Foſe. If I am not put in'a Ballad, or Lampoot 4 
- > ſome Scurrilous Poet before'to mottow | ''s 
his time, there'1t5no miſchief:tn beings 
Subjett of ridiculous wonder. | 
Andr. What's the matter ? 
Foſe, Ask me noqueſtions. 
Atdy.' ButT could tell thee 
Such a ſtory of my Rancounters. 
Foſe. But prononnce' not the name of Wike. - 
Andr, FleteN'thet'news then 5"tis faidweſhall have SAT 
Wars with our' Amizon'ticighbours. | LET 
Foſe. Let it come, p | 
T have quarrel enough tothe whole Sex 
E ON the ſake of one. . 


nll 
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Avdr. But if they havemany 
Such Pertheſelea's amongſt 'em as/my. Wife, 
Weare beaten into corners. 

= I amfar any thing that's _—— 
AndifI donotcut as many of 'em _- sooghy not 
Off at the waſte, to be reveng'd of this. FE ETATy 
Evil Genius of mine, les medys - | "hs 
By their Bodkins. | | Cexemnt.. 


Enter Tyſamnes, Alvanes, "EA Draxanes, 
Eumenes, and other-. 7 


| [aber Callinthe Embaldeefin! «1: {mes fine: pe! 


Emter Baſſanes with Ronons and tan # 

Here are our Letters to your - FEE 

Queen. We hear her Army -,: 7 

Is advanc'd near upon out ms bg 3921.7 120 3:pba\ wb vh 
."Reren. \But-frſt by us dtaqunges Wars WENT J2 clo 

Who ſcorns to gain a foot of earth, but What ron of Sox 

Her Sword ſhall fairly win. —- $159 1007H- Aa 

Tyſam. We'll ſoonprepare to meet her. 


7 


. Cydap.: And thus we take our leaves. - \[King FUL 
Baſlanies to the Embaſſadreſſes aſide.] Alv. &* Arax. 
T hope your Queen, whoſe moltHluſtrious 
Perſon I admire, will grant me pardan, -.;-; -,,- — 
If in my Countries Cauſe I ſerve a Souldier. ..,;: - -; 7 
Renon. She honours worth in all, 1 neat whom, . .,- p67 461 T 
Your vertues have no ſmall effe&s, -. /,- + ;; Gl! 1 ho i "_ 2 
Acknowledg'd by the world £45496 afl9 > " 97 7 ba 
A worthy Captain. mb Bat 
Baſſ. Your Servant Ladies. ER (am. coder 
11 20 (1011 
Enter Faſcaris. d Andrages. 07 " Wa 
Tyſam. Y.oufhall have all Commands become your alurss, 
I know as men, you ſtand ao meg Bos Ao 235 
Foſe. To a man, Sir. 2. ES 


Andr. AndI (exceptingone, Woman oy "EY 
Dare act as much againſt the _ but '9t10 "SIRE FOTO I 
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I muſt confeſs, Sir, has the better on 

In all Incounters. | 
Tyſam. Your Wife I gueſs; 

I am glad tohear I have a Subjeq who 

Is ſokind a Husband---- No news yet of our Queen? 
Bafſ. Not any, asthe beſt of my Intelfigence can learn. 


Tyſam. My ſoul is on the torture. 


2 Enter TOXaris- 
Tox. I hope Sir, _. | 
I have brought you happy tidings in this Letter. 
Tyſam. *'T 1s Pariſatis hand. 
Tox. 'Twas givenme-. | : 
From an unknown perſon, who would not ſtay 
To fatisfie my further Queries. | 
Tyſam. reads. Let this aſſure you from Pariſatis, -. 
That ſhe is remov'd from this Life, before : 
It meets your hand: The means Thave | 
Reſolu'd on for my end, I will not give youthe 
Grief to hear, or charge you guilty of my death, | 
And to confirm you, this precedes my laſt being:3 _ 
F have ſent you this Jewel, you muſt witneſ7 oo 
T vow'd ſhould be kept to the death of Pariſatis. 


Oh Heavens ! my Pariſatis dead! read 
Here. Baſſanes. 

Baſſ.' My tears are ſlow, but credit me, * 
The death of Armies, and the groans of War 
When made from gaſping Friends, juſt drowning 
Of their ſouls in ſtreams of blood, ne're ſhook 
My heart like this. 

Tyſam. Thy griefsare truly mine; 

Baſſ. But hope that providence, whoſe paths are 
Labyrinths, may yet 


[ Baſſanesreads, 


Enter Statyr:; 
Tyſam. She's dead, ſhe's dead, too certain---- 
Stat. The King's: diſturþ'd. 
y the Ty ſan. 
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($4) | 
'Tyſam. Beyond expreſſion 3 Pariſatis My Queens : 
Stat. I hop'd was now return'd to your embrace, 
Tyſam, The other world contains her yertues, ſhe's'dead. 
Stat, My eyes canne're want ſtreams to pour 

With yours forſush a loſs. / HET 
Tims. Mine are too guilty to partake 
With thine 3 and had I more then/NJobe 
E're ſhed to drown my ſoul inz or turn'd 
To Marble at this news like her, 'twere but 
Toogentle to expreſs my crime or grief, 
Stat. This paſlion's gloribus, '! 
Tyſam. What death canl deviſe, or torments 


Give my ſoul enough, that have at once - 
To anſiver breach of faith to thee and death of her 2 


Stat. Your ſtainis deep in both, though far more vile |; 


As you are a Prifice whodid unworthily 
Poſſeſs the love and glories A ALAS 
Of ſo excellent a Queen 3 that no pretence 
Of Power, or Law, can expiate>--- ' 
But ſince by Heavens decree ſhe's thus remoy'd 
To Stars, for which did but know her Urn, 
I'de viſit it, and pay my tears as an '* ' 
Oblation to her memory—— + ' 
Yet now 'tis fit you live for my ſake 
Tyſam. Thou haſt ſome juſtice to my life, 
But wilt not now oblige it ? 
Stat. -I do, and ah ,v 
Claim it as the greateſt blefſing of my own. 
Tyſam. There's nothing left me, butin thee, thatcan 
Invite a minutes breath. 
Stat. Youhad my firſt love Sir, 
So far you have an intereſt ſtill. | 
Tyſam. And for thy ſake will admit to live 3 
Nay more, Ile talk to thee of Love, and with 
W hat penitence thou ſhalt require, acknowledge 
My paſt vows to thee, beſides the guilt of my 
Ingratitude unto my Pariſatis. + * - ; I. 
Stat. Heaven muſt abſolve your crimeto both, !-- © - 


. 
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(55) 
For this'your noble ſorrow. | ba 
Tyſam. ap words are comforts to my ſoul ; 
But this isſuch an hour the Stars muſt mourn, 
Or find new trepidations in their orbs 
Tofright the earth with ſome calamity»--— 
Beſides an Enemy does threaten now to invade 
" Our Kingdoms---- Baſanes, you (hall command 
'As General. ; 
Bafſ. With my beſt _ Sir, and 'twas 
Your Queens command [ ſhould continue (till your 


Faithful Subject. | 
Tyſam. I have no other title hexe to reign but from her love, 


Admit [ leave thee, fair $tatyra,in ſomeplace 
Of beſt ſecurity. | 
Stat. I am oblig'dto be — in, your dangers. 
Tyſam. That were anendleſyperil, though thy vertue 
Be above what fate can mjure. ; | | - | 
Stat. My heart were elſe not worth the owning yours. 
' Toxi A braveand gracious Lady. | | 
Alv. The King 'tis ſure affeqs her, IP [Afider 
Ty/am. I feel a cloud upon my ſoul, I know not when _. ... 
Or how 'twill vaniſh— 14 om» 
Come $tatyra, my.Love and thine mult wait —_— 
The calmer hours of time and kinder fate. - Ex. Ottnesy 


__— 


LA "_ > 


Enter Mandana, Daranthe, Cy \enone, ard other Women. 


Mand. HE King may {oe 
| Such negle&. : © THe 
£5d. Wedoubt itnot, moſt rdyal Madam---- 
Mand. . And for his Queen, whoſe fair- deſertion 
Has the firſt place in our quarrel, would ſhe 
Werenow alive, that we might with our arms 


Impoſe her on his Love. 


aTEpent he gave our Treaty 


Daren, 


w_ > 


| & . 088) 
' Daran. 'Tweretobe wiſh'd, SVHOITC 
Maxd. Theproof we have now ven by taking 
This ſtrong City of Daxats on the River 
Volga, muſt make'em know,their force 
Mult yield unto our Sexes power, 
We lead---- what thinks our chief 
Commandreſs? | 
Dara». I judge that victory will ſoon 
Make offerings at your feet. 
Mand. T his Paſs we have 
Secur'd muſt prove conſiderable, ſince it 
Itnpedes all their recraits that way. 
Daran, And what's more, , 
Hinders proviſion might elſearrive 
Unto their Camp : nor can they forrage here 
Much longer, environ'd on each fide with 
Mountains, where by your mighty conduct 
All the paſſages ſtand ſeie'd by us. © | 
. Manda. I t ink 
They dare not hope to force their paſſa 
Daran. Our Womens hearts muſt 
And make your greatneſs wear a bluſh, -- 
To ſee them this day youen degenerate, 
Who from your condutt glory many ViRories. 
Mand. Spoke like the blood of Amazon. 
Renon. Nor do wedoubt theifſue of this day 
Will make your Proweſsfar more fam'd 
Then brave Thaleſtri: (ſtories tell) was from 
Great Alexander, (the Prince of Captains) 
Held inhigheſt admiration. 
Mand. | ſee | 
You aft all reſolv'd, as does become 
This Cauſe I fight, by which we'll force even Nature. + 
To confeſs ſhe was apartial Mother 
To our Sex, when ſhe mademan 
Firſt heir of Glory. 
Daran. Royal Madam—— - 


 Mand. Enough, they ſerve 


Fail er ſtrangely then, 


® 
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Our drudgeries, our pleaſures, or embraces, 
To create us Souldiers, that ſcorn their uſes 
But for our heroick ends. 

Darar. Did but the Women 
Of this world beſides hear this, they'd be aſham'd, 
To think they had nat broke the yoke of men, 
And ſuch a fair and great Protedreſs in your ſelf. 

Mand. Anentertainment for our Greatnels there, 
That this haughty Prince, Ty/ammes, (who dares 
Make War againſt our Sex) may know that we 
Inthis ſtrong City, forc'd from his bold powers, 
Keep our triumphant joys. 

Ren. 'Some Priſoners of War deſire to preſent 
Your Majeſty with a Dance, after the 
Manner of their Country, 

Man, We admit them, 

Muſick, and a Dance, 


Enter Meſſenger. 


Me. A Mooriſh Lady deſires admittance 
To your preſence, 
Man. She has our leave, 
Enter Pariſatis diſenis'd like a Moor. 
Mar. Your buſineſs Lady. | 
Par. 'Tis ſuch, moſt Royal Madam, muſt beg 
A pardon for my craving this acceſs, 
Who have journy'd far, toſee theglory 
Of your Arms and Perſon, fam'd above all 
Zheantient Amazons ſo much renown'd. 
. Mand. The ambition of this viſit we can pardon 5 
_ And glad weare our Actions have 
Oblig'd the world and fame. 
Par. Butmore your Sex inthis 
Fair Cauſe your arms embrace. 
Maxd. This language ſuits 
Our greatneſs—— 
Par. Andthoughour fwarthy clime 
| WF: 


Cannot 
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Cannot boaſt Natures Beauties in Roſe 
And Lilly cheeks 3 that gives.us there as Daughters 
Of the night 3 or that the kiſſes of the Sun 
Were ſounkindly T7 as it alone 
Did darken us, and guild the world beſides 
Yet we have there bright ſouls of honour. 

114and. I find thou haſt, above what in this 
Short view can read---- thy Name ? 

Par. Zeriffa, Madam—— 

Mand. Thy extraction | 
I need not ask, I know it muſt be great 
That repreſents thy ſelf ſo full of noble grace 
Unto our preſence. 

Pay, Your great eſteem is 
My ambition to improve, though with the 
Greateſt hazard of my life, | 

Mand. And doſt thou then love Arms ?—— 

Pay. So far, moſt Royal Madam, as I would 
Beglad to dye, though not ſo much as mention'd 
In te loweſt place, among the Annals 
Of your fair Atchievments. 

Mand. Teven dare 
Already boaſt I have a Souldier in thee, 
Worthy to lead with us, and theſe, whoſe veins 
Are warm'd with blood of Awazony, inciting 
Deeds, which but reported to the ſofter 
Of our Sex, give tremblings to their hearts, 

Pay. Iſhould be loth to loſe my ſhare in honour, 
Or miſs the end I have deſign'd my life; 
Yet muſt avow I never yet have fought. 

Mand. Though thy Complexion above all thy Sex, 
Nature has fitted moſt to deeds of War, , 
In whichthe ſcars, and wounds of arms, cannot 
Dig furrows in the fair brow of Beauty, 
$o dearunto the vainer of thy kind. 
Vet I muſt now require, whether no other 
Motive has produc'd this inclination ? 
ezr:. T'le ſoon confefs I have not liv'd ſo much 


\ 
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Oblig'd by man, as that I may not juſtly 
Beconcern'd in your great cauſe and quarrel 
To make an o = of my life, 
Mand. Thou haſt won my confidence. 
Par. ThecommandI ask from your great Majeſty, 
Shall be but mean, ſuch as your prudence beſt 
W1ll judge becomes a ſtrangerstruſt. 
Mand. Andthou ſhalt have it, worthy Moor. 
Par, But crave it may be hazardous and daring : 
Heaven knows how willing 
I am to be rid of life, [ Aſide. 
Mand, Thou ſhalt have fit employment for thy valour=— 
And'take care ay valiant Women, that this 
Moor, who promiſes ſuch wonders of her Faith 
And Vertue, does not in noble emulation 
Match your Prowels, | 
Daran. The Queen's ſoon taken with this ſtranger. 
Cydan. She ſeems to promiſe much. 
AMand. Aſuitofour beſt Arms and Quiver | 


For this Moorm—— Enter one with Arms 
Daranthe, and you Ladies, and Quiver. 

See her according to our warlike mode [They pt 'ems on. 
Inveſted 3 nor dol doubt thou'lt uſe 'em 

Nobly, 


Par, Tſhould be elſe not worthy of that Soul 
I would be thought to bear, 


| Enter Meſſenger. 
Mefſ, The Enemy prepares for 

Batte], Mighty Queen, 
Mand. We will prevent 'em giving the onſet firſt=—— 

Mean while, let's hear a Martial Ode, 

The Harmony our Womens ears delight 

While others of their Sex warble amorous 

Notes to entertain their Lovers- 

The Quyeen Mandana leads her Amazon Women in ſtate round the 
Stage, making ſeveral pauſes while the Ode is Singing 5, at the end 
of which they go off. 
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The Amazons are ſuppos'd to fing the Martial Ode, 


As our Heroick Charths, 
With Martial Fccho's fill the Air, 
Inviting unto Arms. 
Onr Women withtheir Bows and Darts, 
Dare Mans rough powers aſſail, 
And Conquer ſuch unſhaken Hearts 
Togive Love laws as we prevail. 


O Arms, to Arms, the Warlike fare, | 


Advance, advance, leſs fortunes hatte 
Our Onſets ſhould delay, 

Obliging time that flies {fo faſt, 
To curb his Steeds this day A | 

And hand in hand with mighty ſame, | 
That wraps in Clouds her head, 

Her glorious daughters ws proclaim, 
And firſt our ſtately Triumph lead, 


We challenge Dian and her Hoſi 
Of Nymph-/ike Archer all, 
Who from thetr Quiver glory boaſt, 
Or proud Atteons falls 
If ever thetr bright eyes beheld, 
A Chorus like to onrr1* 
Or ſaw themſelves ſo far excoll'd 
By Womens more Herojck, power. [Exeunt, 


Enter Bafſawes, Foſearts, Andragesr, Enmenes and Draxanes. 


Ba]. Be couragious Gentlemen, the ſtraight we are in, | 
[ doubt not but my condutt with the Kings 
Will find ſome brave expedient to relieve, 
Omn. We'l all dye at your command, 
Baſſ. And for the Souldiers wants, our valours ſoon ly 


Shall feed, e're their pin'd bellies mutiny | 
For 
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For bread ; my preſence is requir'dto ſee 
What order keeps our other wing. ['Ex. Baſſanes, 

Foſc. Well Lads, we muſt fight it out to purpoſe, 
I find there's no getting elſea crum of ſuſtenance. 

Andr. Or be made ſuch drudges to theſe Amazonia 
Furies, their Camp has not the like. 

Drax. In our late skirmiſh methoughts they fought 
Like Dragons, and handl'd their Bows with more 
Dexterity then Parthians. 

Andr,. There's at leaft 
A Legion of Women, or more Evil Spirits 
In any. one of them. 

Eum. And ſhould we fall 
Into their hands, what might they expect 
After that rate ? 

Drax. AsIam a Souldier, 

I think a Brigade of men would ſcarce do 

The bus'neſs of one Woman of this Generation, 
If they havethe ſame vivacity for Yew, 

As for Mars. F | 

Foſe, This morning I could have been contented 
To have broke my faſt with one of the fair 
Centinely next mez 'twas ſuch a pretty 
Hard-hearted Rogue. 

Drax. Andif I ſtarve for want 
Of Bread and Women, let me periſh unpity'd, 

Enm, Nay, wemult venture ontheir bodies ſome way 
Or other; there's not a paſſage left us elſe 
So wide as man enters the world, 

Drax.. 'Tis ſaid they hold 
Intelligence with our Scythian 
Women : and have made ſuch furious reſolves 
If we fall into their hands, 

Andr, And for vs Husbandg— 

If they Conquer—— 

Foſo,. Eunuch'd toa Man, Gentlemen 

I look to carry my quill in my hat, 


To ſhow T1 am wholly caſtrated z | 
For | 
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For the reſt of our Troops, perhaps they'l give 'em 
Leaveto ſpin in Boots, or ſerve their other occaſions. 


Enter Ty/ammes with Statyra, Baſſanes, Alvanes, 
Toxaris and Araxtis. 


Eum. Here comes the Kingz we now ſhall be for 
Action ſpeedily. 
- AAndr. His looks ſeem troubl'd. 
Tyſam. Our City taken on the 7olge, and 
Our Proviſions, the Sinews of our Armies ſtrength 
Cut off before our eyes; nay more, inclos'd 
By female powers—— Can you bemen andlive 
To this contempt ? 
Baſſ. Spare your paſſion Sir. 
Ty/am. I cannot, while I ſeeT govern Souldiers 
Scarce deſerve the name of men, more fit, 
By Heaven, to be converted to ſome other ſhape, 
Or ſerve as Chamber Eunuchs to this female kind 
Our Arms oppoſe. 
Baſſ. This (tratagem, of theirs 
Was unexpected ; in all my time of war, 
Ine're was fo ſurpriz'd. 
Tyſam. Think, dear Baſſanes, 
How we may redeem ſome part of this diſhonour. 
Baſſ. I judge the way mult be to attacque 
Their left wing witha brisk atlaulr, 
Tyſam. Beit thy command, Foſcarir, Andrages, 
Draxanes and Fumenes, be you aſſiſting 
In this enterprite with ſuch Troops you lead, 
Om. Toour utmoſt, Royal Sir. 
 Bafſ. And hope I ſhall ſoon give your Majeſty 
A good account of this attempt=— Madam, 
I have your happy wiſh, | 
Stat. And more, my Prayers for your ſafety, 
Ty/ſam. The other wing (my worthy Chiefs) Ie lead 
To __y valours, | 


Omn. Weallarercady with our Dutics, f 
 Tyſam. 


# 
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Tyſam. And 1t our Swords cannot yet ſubdue theſe 
Women Warriours 3 let them triumph, 


And tell Dame Nature 


*Twas her fonderroneous at, 


Entituled Man Superiour. 

Stat. Conſider, Sir, 
For my ſake, as you love Statyra's being, 
Fhar have no ſmall concern in every danger, 


Threatens you. 
Tyſam. Tis for thy ſakeI'de only live 


To crown this day withvictory. 


Stat. 'Twere too much hazard for my Love. 


Tyſam. Thou would'ſt not have me tamely gaze upon | 


Theſe Foes, and ſee thee pine for food ? 

Or yield our ſelves to this imperious womans will, 

That may, perhaps, give Lawsunwelcom to 

Our Loves, or take thy Beauty Captive for 

Her ſlaviſh Handmaid, whom but to circle thus, 

Is joy to me above the world and conquelt. 

Stat. AdmitlI intercede for ſome fair peace, 

She is a Woman*fam'd of Royal worth, 

And cannot be ſocruel you expreſs. 

Tyſam: I know thou would'ſt not ſave my life by 
Womans mercy 3 beſides, 'twould fright thy gentle 
Perſon, to behold thy Sex in Armour, 

And their breaſts (while thine's Loves tender ſphere) 

Inclos'd in Ribs of Steel, with one cut off, 

More furiouſly to wield their Martial Bows, 

With other Warlike horrors to afflict thy eyes, 
Stat. I fear no danger, ſo I ſerve but yours. 
Tyſam. AdmitT leave thee in my Tent, 

Attended with my belt reſerves of Forccan. 


Enter an Officer. 
What news? | | 
Officer. Your Army, Sir, is in outragious Mutiny 
For Bread. 
Alvan. I look'd for this. 


Tox. 
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Tox. I fear as much the Conſequence. 
Tyſam. Align they are ſons of Cowardiſe 
- That cannottake it from their Women-foes, 
Or make them knead us more. . 
Officer. Your preſence, Sir, may poſhbly allay 
Ti, fierce diſorder. " d 
Tyſarm. Welle ſee who daresnot hight, 
Or ſtarveif we command it---- or elſe 
We'le look e'm dead---- your hand my deareſt---- 
This Mutiny we'le ſoon compoſe [ Exennt. 
He leads Statyra to his Tent, & exit with the reſt. 


Enter Foſcaris, Andrages, Eumenes aud Draxanes, d:ſarm'd 
and led Priſoners by three Amazon Ladies and other Women 
holding their Spears at 'em. 


Toſuch Knights of Chiyalry as you are. | 
Andr. As weare Gentlemenof good Nature to your Sex. 
Drax. Oras you have had kindneſs to man. Y 2ft 
Foſc. Or for Loves ſake, of whichT have ſtore at your 

Service. 

2 Lady. You are Spirits deed of Cupid. 
Foſe. | am more than an ordinary man that way, 

And have Vers about me inabundance, - 


Enter Daranthe. 


I Lady. Here comes our General. 

2 Lady. We multnort fureheratt without her. 

Dar.un. You havedone bravely, valiant Ladics 
But where's their General Zaſſares, who 
Forc'd your Squadrons? the Queen would have been glad 
To haveledin.trnymphſuch a famous Chicf.. | 

1 Lady. He fought.his way with many wounds untothe- 
T'olgz4 19 whole rough (treams we judge am drown'd. 

| Daran. 
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 Daran. The Queen will give his loſs ſome pity---- 

For-you Gentlemen, who have not been 

Injurious toour Sex in pradiſing , 

Your Scythian cuſtom 3 the Queen proclaims 

She'l think of mercy 3 ang for ſuch pris'ners 

Whohave Wives —— 
Foſc. What will be our Fate? [Afede. 
Dara. It is her Royal Pleaſure 

They be ſurrender'd to their wills 

I mult attend and give her notice 

Of your brave ſucceſs. « [ Ex. Dar1wthor 
Foſe. 'Twerebeſtto be afore-hand with this A 

Of Grace---Thumbly lay hold on your Queens mercy. 
And. And I, Madam. | 
Exum. And I. 
Drax* AndTI. 


= : — a 

.- *2> == 

. . — ox 
—_ 


Enter Melviſla and Clarina. 


2Lad. Havenone of you Wives in being, Gentlemen ? 


What ſay you, Sir? | 
Foſe.\. Who I, Madam? Iwould not be ſounfortunate 


. For a world; and would you 


But eſpouſe us to ſome of your Maſculine 
Generation, we'd get your Queen ſuch Heroines. 
Aecty. Doſt hear how abominably theſe Creatures [To Clay. 
Of our Loves diſſemble? aſide. 
Clear. They are oblig'd, it ſeems, to 
Changethe complexion of their hearts. 
' Mely. Letitbe forlife's ſake, or love's, I'le have 
My dueacknowledgments—— 
| Andr. Donot own us, dear Wives, [ Afeade. 
We beſeech you. 
Melv. How, not own our juſt proprieties# 
Foſe, As you are Women, and have mercy, 
Wearecoming off, and on the faireſt terms 
Heart can wiſh---- withdraw awhile, 
And we'll be with you in atrice, and 


Handle things kindly, as men and wives ſhoufd do. 
K Helv. 
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Melv. You ſhall excuſe us, we'll reprieve you 
Our own way now- 
Clar. Andfor you, Sir, whoſe Converſion, 
I hop'd, my better ſtars had wrought—— 
 Foſe, Alas! my ſweeteſt, I love thee with a flame 
As warm asthou can'ſt wiſh; but was for: dtp. 
Diſſcmble for ſome motives of danger, 
Which I know thoul't pardon. 
t Cad. 'Tis fit we underſtand 
Your buſineſs, Ladies. 
2 Lad. You are not Spies.—— 
Melv. By your fair leaves, | 
We come toclaim a pairof Husbands 
By vertue of your Queens Proclamation. 
Clar. Of which, one of them had the =e manners 
To part with his Wife, witneſs my ſelf, — | 
Omn. How's this? 
Andr, What will become of us ? 
Foſe. Or me, that have provok'd 
Fate and Woman together ? 
Arndr. 1 am liketo ſuffer under both, that muſt agaih 
Endure the inſupportable, and endleſs 
Civil war of wedlock. [ 
 Foſe. O, the ſtar of Venus hashad a ſtran ng influctee ns 
- In our Horoſcopes : ; there's no' reſifting deſtiny, | 
And ſhe the Aſcendant. | AA 4 
Andr. Might I chuſe, I had rather 6hce more chatge the - Wy. 
Amazonian Battel, and all the Viragoes | s AUTOS. 
Of woman-kind together. 4 
| [The Ladies compaſs them in holding their” Spears at pions 7 
Both Lad. Shall we kill e'mto revenge your rr map. ? 
Clar. By no means, we beg their lives. <0 
Mel». And havingthus cull'dout our Cocks, . 
I doubt not, but we ſhall wogy the game '* 
Advantagioully enough. 
1 Lad. You havee'm at your mercy. 
Clar. Thanksto your Queens. 
' Aclv. She has mine likew ad in abundahce Ladies». 


PRE 


But 


1 


| 


p 
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But for you Husbands,—— 
Foſe, Nay, prethee we'll compoſe differences as yo! 


Drax. Now for our Capitulations. [Drax.and 
Eun. If wedonot make fair ones for our ſelves 
With ſuch Vidctors as theſe, 


We may curſe our Nativities. 
Foſe, What terms of compoſition, good feet Wife ? 
Thou know'ſtT love thee above imagination. 
Clar. PerhapsI may give you fair quarter. 
Foſe. Let it be but inthine, andT will dye 
Upon the ſpot, e're part with thee again 3 
I am thine now without a charm. 
Clar. I promiſe nothing, though you ſee Thave took 
Some pains tor your ſafety. | | 
' Andr. What ſays my Spouſe ? 
Melv. * Tis odds ſhe'll proceed as occaſion ſerves. 
Andr. Be not proud of thy victory, thou know'ſt 
I havebeen a moſt ſubmiſſive Hyshand.. =» 
Melv. You'l ſoon know my conditions---- 
Andr. Andif they prove but gentle, 
I amconquer'd happily---- 5 
. I Lad. Youwillnotleave our Camp preſently ? 
Clar. Not till the iſſue of this day be paſt. 
2 Lad. If you doubt obedience Hom your Husbands, 
{Command a Guard from us. h 
Foſe. By no means Ladies, 
-'Weacknowledge an abſolute Conqueſt. 
 Melv. Otherwiſe, you know our Commiſſion. 
Clar. Your ſervant, fair noble Warriours. [ Ex. Foſe. Clar. 
1 Lad, The Queen. ; Andr, Melo. | 


Enter Mandanz with Cydane and Renone. 


Mand. You have taken thoſe fierce Militants 
That did attempt to force their ſafeties 
In deſpight of our bold powers. 

2 Lad, We have, moſt Royal Madam, 


And in obedience to your great commands, 
*: | K 2 Have 
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Have gratify'd two Ladies of the Enemies part, 
By ſurrendring of their Husbands to their wills. 
Mard. I am glad my vittory 
Does give my namea Trophy in the 
Obligation of my Sex; theſe men we war, 
Have too injuious treated---- But where's 
| The Prince Be//ares, their General? 
I Lad. Hetorc'd his bold eſcape, if not drown'd 
In paſſing of the Yolga. 
Mand. We could have 
Been content to have ſeen him made our Captive. 
Renon. And muſt have added 
Glory to your Vidtory. 
Czd. He muchexpreſt himſelf your great Admirer. 


 Emter Meſſenger. 


Meſſ. Glad tidings, mighty Queen, the King and all 
His power is now ſurrender'd to your General. 

Mard. Iknew the {treight we had reduc'd 'emto, 
Would ſoon compel 'em— 
And where's his fair Perſian Miſtreſs, Statyred 

Meſſ. She is, beſides ſome Pris'ners of note 
Guarded by the valiant Moor. 

Mand. This Crownsour Conqueſt. 


Enter Daranthe and Pariſatic, with Tyſazenes and Statyra, Araxis, 
Toxaris and Alvanes. 


Daranthe, I muſt praiſe thy valour— 
And all you my Women Souldiers 
For this glorious day. 

Daran. We arehonour'd that our duties 
Serv'd your Greatneſs. 

Mand. But thine, my valiant Moor, that gives 
Such noble emulation in thy worthy Deeds 
Toall, I know not how enoughto magnifie, 
But ſoon will raiſe thy merit to fome higher 
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Truſt, ſhall peak our great eſteem, both of thy 
Valour and fidelity. : 
- Par. You oblige the humbleſt of your Servants. /\. 
Mand. The King'sa graciousperſon. [ Looking on Tyſam. 
Par. -I feartoo taking. 
Mand. Now, Mighty Sir? | 
Tyſam. Your pleaſure, Madam ? 
 Mand. Is it not juſt, that I, whoam the Mighty 
Warriour, in my Sexes Cauſe, 
Should frown thee dead? 
Tyſam. You cannot look me out of life, nor would 
I turn my head aſide, though every beam 
Of yours, were Darts of Bafilisks, thatdare 
Behold you thus—— | 
Mand. You are reſolutel find 3 
And would to Heaven your Queen were yet in being, 
That ſhe might witneſs my concern in her 
Fair Cauſe 3 or from my power 
Ask thee her Sacrifice, on 
Since thou haſt been ſo much her Tyrant Lover. 
- Tyſam. My ingratitudeto her great vertue J 
I id e3 though I meet all yourrage 
In pouring of revenge for her ſake on my head 
And ſince ſhe is no more, for which, Heaven knows, 
How true I grieve, I would not live, but for | 
This Ladies ſake. ' | [ Looking on Statyra. 
Mand. Your new made Miſtreſs---- 
Tyſam. And juſt poſſeſſor of my heart. | 
Mand. She has ſtrange faſcination in her eyes, [Afde. 
\ For which—— 
Stat. If you pronounce me guilty, ſpeak my death; 
Nay, Ile intreat it at your hand asroyal mercy, 
So you'll = the King, 
_ For whole great ſafety, 
Had I many thouſand lives, I'd humbly 
Lay them, as my offering, at your feer. 
Daran. This Lady has a noble ſoul. 


Far. Too much the Kings I fear. : [ Aſrde. 
| Mand. 
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and. T haveciife enonghtobid thee dye, 
But will not cloud the glory of this day 
With Womans death 3 and wer't no6tfar a ſacred 
Reſolution of my ſoul ,- perhaps would grant 
Thy Loves enjoyment ; but I have now-decrecd—— | 
Tyſam. If death, I am ready to embrace it. 
Stat. Oh ſpeak ſome milder Accent ! what can 
Become a Womans [6ul, like yours, lo much 
As gracious _ ? 
Mand. My relolution's fixt irrevocable, 
As when by Heaven's o'rexruling will, we gyide 
Our Juſtice : for know Ty/ſazres, I have vow'd 
Thy life a glorious victim of my Conqueſt ; 
Nor has it been unuſual in the Wars we make, 
For ſuch a day as this, to grace/our Altars - 
With the beſt of Captives,;:of which/I judge: 
None worthy, like thy ſelf; -:-:;.,- 
Stat. You willnot be divinely cruel: 2, 
Mand. F le hear no mare---- 
Zerifſa--- take theſe pris'nersta thy cuſtod y5 5 
Thy Complexion.ismolt fit: to ſervethis Truſt; 
And be ſure you have a watcliful eye! |; 
Upon this Lady 3 the reſt operhaps,:! 
Shall find ourmercy. 
Par. Ijoy this truſt. | 
Tyſam. Grieve not, Statyra, ſince I dye thy Lover. 
Stat. And mightI leodugen the Altar with you, L 
'Twere then my Loves triie Sacrifice. 
Mand. Thusfar this day propitious does; appear, 
But from the end rene Acts their Crowns muſt wear. [ Ex.Ommer. 


- ACT. 
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ACT V. SCENE 1. 


Enter Nhandana and Þ Parilatis. 


p | "Ne SF a * + k 
Mand. Ow bears A ieb his reſtraint, — our. 50 T 
Declar'dreſolves? I know _ —_ 
Muſt bow his lofty heart. 
Par. As unconcern'd as Infants (leep, 
Or as the Man you'd chuſe the objett of 
Your mercy ought to be—— nay TOs ift 1444 10 
Mand. What means that more ? | 
Par. Youarea Woman. 
Mand. But a Conquerour, - | Bs ;11 ; 
Par. Had I like power. | IF RY, 
Mand. What then? 1:0 6; ETAL 
Par. I'd bid himlive at leaft. | n 
Mand. Thou would'trot haveme love him 2 BY 
Par. No by my life—— | 
Though 'twere a gracious Act to Heaven, if you - ' 
Vouchſafe him mercy ; ſince he'soblig'd t6fair - |, WET 
Statyra's Love; youelſe will kill two hearts; 4t OACEs . 
Mand. Away withthisfond pity 3 
I have fix't my Juſtice 
Par. Your pleaſure Madan.” 7: | Ogb TH ff Is 


Mand: ws mags King, ni Hom gl T5 a0 
I makehi ow it. * #001} 1014, 14 / 
Par. Lam all confufion. : 1 7 T0 (6x. Pariſutir. 


"M42. This Moor is brave and loyal; ;my Mother Once 
Had ſuch a Lady-near'herperſon;{he::/-! _:, E 


Would commend above'what' Faith nan or 


vl ft 051d O18 131.2 067 91. 4 
Enter Pabiſatis with I | 


Zeriffe; memes od earRg THT 13 7:22 | 
Piyiedeave Quenn. ol b S517 
Will 


_ Par, Tall not+-..b 
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Will here obſeryc——— [_ Por. Stands fide. 
Mard. I hear, Tyſamnesr, | ons 
You contemn the vow I've made, 
Nor does my eye 
Diſcern other then pleaſing calms upon 
The brow you ſeemro- wear. 
Ty 2m. Such as becomea King, 
And every vulgar man, when made a Sacrifice 
To womans paſſion---- 
Mand. Take heed, Sir, how 
You entertain a Summer in your hopes, 
Or ſlight the JuſticeI decree. 
Tyſam. What mean-you, Madam ? 
Alas! I look'd tomeet the Miter'd Prieſt, 
The Altar fixt, where ſhould bleed your Victim, 
And if you ſuperſcribe it | 
With my crimes of Love, 
Which caus'dat once my P.:ri ſatis death, 
And fair $tatyra's tears, I'le call it juſtice, 
And due expiation of my ſins to Heaven. 
Maund. 1'le ſoon my ſelf convey youto the 
Altar I intend— 
Par. What means the Queen ? [ Ade. 
Mand. Or ſay I bid thee live? 
Tyſam. 'T were then a mercy greater then I crave, 
Or merit. 
Mand. I'd have thee judge it more. 


Par. "Tis love moſt certain. [ Afrde. 

 Mand. What think you of this look ? [She ſmiles. 
Tyſem. 'Tis ſomewhat gentler then I didexpect. 
Mand. And what of this? [Smiles again. 


Tyſame. It ſeems more kind then common ſmile. 

Mard. Is it not welcom tathy heart ? 

Tyſaw. 'T were too much to beſtow ſuch beams on me, 
And gives me greater wonder, then ſhould Lights Orb 
Contract its glory tothe Artick Pole, 

To quicken there ſome frozen ſpot of earth. 
11nd. He doesperceive—+ot hy pardon now 1s written 


© 


In 
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In my heart---- Zerifſz—— 
= Enter Pariſatis. 
See thou reſpect Tyſammes 
Above obſervance of a Pris'ner; I have 


Some motives of a near concern require it. [ Ex. Mandana. 
Par. Is this your vow, oh Pariſatis? 
Didlſt thou walk as undiſcern'd as/Ghoſts [ Aſide. 


That cloath themſelves in bodies of the Air3 
This muſt affright thee more, then timorous heart 
Scar'd with ſuch pale horrors—— po | 
Admit, Sir, I congratulatethis Grace. 

Tyſam. 'T was unexpetted—— | 
AndI with glader eyes could have beheld 
Thee made my deaths black Hand-maid. # 

Par. You donot ſlight the Queen, that with her 
Gracious beams of mercy quickens youtolive ? 
Nay more, if diſcern that have ſome truſt 
From her fair thoughts, is giving of her ſelf 
A conqueſtto your Love---- methinks 
This ſhould awake your apprehenſion, 

Tyſam. It does! but find my ſelf 

Unſhaken to Statyra, and could have wiſh'd 
Your Queens more rigid vow were unrepeal'd, 
That I might bleed her Sacrifice. 

Par. Sheis your Crime, 

And therefore does deſerveto be your Fate, 
Or elſe embrace the ſame with her. 

Tyſam. Though thy dark viſage is molt fit to be 
| The meſlenger of death and all it's horrors, ; 
I may enquire what cauſe incites thee 
To appear thus cruel. 

Par.. It breaks like cleareſt juſtice 
From. my Soul, that am oblig'd to be 
Your Queens Revenger---- 

Tyſam. Thou art not ſent from t'other world 
To be my Executioner, where ſhe's adorn'd 
With Crawns and ſmiles of Angels, (till interceding 


BY My forgivenels. 


_— 


L Fir. 
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Par. I have grjev'd his Soul too much, | Ffide. 
Pardon me, Sir, I was too boldto urge | 
Your penitence. | 
Ty/am. lt proves thee worthy. 
Per. Oneword and Thave donez were your Queen living ? 
Nay more, Sir, wer't ſoon as manifeſt, ſhe 
Hazarded her life, repriev'd on purpoſe 
For your ſafety, would you receive her 
To your embrace and love ? 
Tyſam. She is too dear to Heaven 
Tobegiven thence; and Stars which frown'd upon 
That fatal At, already have enroll'd her 
In their firſt of bright Socteties—— 
But this is all thy dream, 
Par. Believeit ſuch—— 
Yet ſofarl darerepreſent her ſelf, 
Asto aſſure you, for her ſake, I'le dye 
To purchaſe your juſt freedom —— 
Let this tear confirm you, as 'twere ſhed from her. 
Enter Statyra. | | 
Statyr ir. [ Ex. Pariſatis. 
Tyſam. The carriage of this Moor ” 
Ts honours riddle to my thoughts —— 
Oh my $tatyra! I have yet a hope of thy 
Enjoyment. 
Stat. Doesthe Queen Incline to mercy ? 
Tyſam. She has receded from her yow. 
Stat. That's happy— 
And more cruel in decree, feeks 
Todivide my ſoul from thine— 
Thou underſtand'ſt me ? 
Stat. I do too ſadly 
Tyſanmr. But this Moor, employ'd by Heaven 
To be a Guardian of our Loves, or as 
. The might, or Hymen gave her this complexion 
To be a ſober guideunto his rights, $ 
Devotes herſelf to ferve our ſafeties, 
Stut. This means of happineſs was above my hope, 


While 


(35) 
While througheach vein of mine, my blood had ebbings 
From my heart, in apprehenſion of. your dangers; 
Nor. did I view her with leſs horror, 

Conceiving her the Queens moſt cruel inſtrument. 

Tyſam. I thought her ſo, but ſhe has given me ſuch 
Aﬀiirance of her Faithand Love. that had | 
Thy beauteous figure took a veil likeher, | 
Or were my Pariſatis | 
Repreſented ſuch, I would not have expeted 
A more ſtrict concern for me. 

Stat. .It ſeems too much 
Tocredit from a ſtranger, or elſe 'tis but 
Loves kinder Labyrinth. 

| Enter Pariſatis. 

Tyſam. She's here---- ſalute her 
With thy kindeſt beams, ſhe does deſerve 
Our near regards. 

Star. Fm the King has given me ſuch a character 
Of your worth, as I muſt beg to joyn 
Acknowledgments with his. . 

Par:A'le venture all that's dear to ſerve him, 
And your vertue; but this is not a time 
For Words: Things call to aftion— 


Pleaſe you withdraw. [ Ex. Tyſam. Stat. 
= 


Enter Draxanes. 


Draxanes come ? | 
Drax. I hope moſt happily. 
. Par. And haſt thou found him ? 
Drax-. Yes, Madam, and have brought him: 
Par. Thisplace is ſafe from ears--- wait him to me. [| Ex. Drax- 
If fortune be not peeviſh now, the Scene 
I have laid ſhall Crown my Acts. 
= Enter Baſſares diſguis'd. 
I an wondrous glad to ſee thee live. 
Bafſ. AndL like to ſome man that's 
Struck with Extaſies of joy, 
Could evenreſfign my ſoul, as thus 


I kiſs the.ground I tread, in adoration | 3 
| —_— Of 


(76) 
Of your being here, when fear'd beyond adoubt 
You had ſnatch'd your ſelf away, to make its 
Boſom in your grave more ſacred. 

Par. Draxanes told thee all ? 

Baſſ. He did Madam, | 
As I was levying of Recruits to free the King 
From this reſtraint he ſuffers here. 

Par. Then we'll ſpare further circumſtance, 
And only know [ have prepar'd to do him 
Signal ſervice; for which end, I took this Cloud, 
Either todye unknown, or live a means 
Of his lov'd preſervation. 

Baſſ. This deed mult raviſh Men and Angels 
To expreſs; who muſt admire at once 
Your moſt heroick conſtancy and vertue. 

Par. Enough Baſſanes, and pardon me, that I 
Sent my ſummons to joyn thee as companion 
In the dangers I embrace. 

Baſſ. You ſhall command 
My utmoſt peril, though every man I meet 
Could look me into Atoms. 

Par. And know to my 
More cruel Fate, the King not only has 
A Miſtreſs in $tatyra, but the Queen 
Manda, his fair Conquerour, has vow'd | 
Him for her own gnjoyment. | t 


Baſſ. What can bethought on 
To reſiſt this high injuſtice ? 
Par. I havereſoly'd uponthe means, in which 
I'le uſe thy ConduRt, not more approv'dto act, 
Then ſage in reſolution 3 nor dol doubt 
The inſtruments we'll uſe, are leſs then cordial, 
Toembrace the end we ſhall propoſe, which muſt 
Be ſwift inexecution. Py 
Bajj. I would not waſtea minute e'reI att to ſerveit. 
Par. The Guards are here at my devotion, beſides 
A conſiderable number of our brayeſt Officers, 
By the Queen Mardarna, (etat liberty. 


(77) 
Baſſ. They may be ſerviceable to your deſign. 
Par. The honour of their King obliges e_ | 
Within we'll debate more at large particulars. [Exennh. 


Enter Toxaris, Alvanes, Araxis. 


Tox. Well Gallants, weare all Freemen now. 
Alv.. 'Tisa ſeaſonable mercy to us Courtiers, 

| Notus'dto this kind of belly duty ; 

We otherwiſe muſt havebeen living Anatomies 
By this time. 

Arax. And ſoperhaps Metamorphiz'd 
Into-ſtarv'd Ghoſts, to walk with hideous 
Lamentations theſe Fields of Victory. 

Tox. I do not think 
All th' Infernal Region can fright theſe 
Vidrices, ſhould they appear in Arms, 

There's not an Image of Mars, but does raiſe 
Their fury above Miracle. 

Aly. And yet 
For all their being thus couragious and hardy 
(Which muſt be acknowledg'd more then wonder 
In their-ſoft kind) they are refin'd as our Ladies 
Of the beſt converſe; and as modiſhly witty 
As any ſhe Platonick living | 

Arax. If Venus make no Captives in this ſhape 
Of Azrs, may her Son ne're more wear Quiver. 

Enter Fumenes. 

Eum. Never men enfranchis'd on ſuch terms 
As weare, for which this great and fair 
-Warriour, deſerves a Jubilee. 

Tox. She's highly gracious. ' 

Eur. And like the Sun diffuſive in her beams ; 
I have been ſo Careſs'd by our fair Conquerours, 
Under ſeveral Titles and Commands, as if they'd 
Invite us ſhortly to match by Regiments, 

And lo at laſt joyn Armies! whata day 
Of Hymen would that be? 


Alv. 
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' Alv. Conld byt onr.King be freed: 
Onroyal terms, *twould adde. yet ..-. OEIOEE 
' Glory tothis Queens great Ads. | | 
| Exm. Some did interpret 
| + Favourably, when ſhe late vow'd him 
To a ſad deſtiny. | 

Arax. As how? r of 

Eum. As men ſhould conſtrue in like caſe, a Womans vow. 

Tox. Tam yettolearn, there's nothing but 
Riddle in the whole Sex. | 

Eur. 'Tis ſaid that Love's the Oedipus, 

And has reſolv'd it, towhoſe ſoft Altars 
She has given the King ſome beams of invitation. 
Alv. But that may adde unto hisgreater peril, 
Being ſomuch devoted to Statyra, 
That his heart 1sIce to other " al 
Arax. Heaven guide things for the beſt ! 
Tox. Where did you leave Draxanes ? 
' He ſhares of this Grace I hope ? 

Eum. Yes, and is advanc'd to no ſmall favour. 

Tox. Not with the Queen ? 

Exum. No, but what's a ſtep to't, 

He is deep in the Moors 3 
T left him in cloſe Conference with her. 

Alv. That Moor carries the ſtream indeed of Grace : 
Our King committed to her truſt with his beauteous 
Miſtriſs. 

Arax. But what to judge her. 

Eun... She bears a Soul of brighteſt temperament ; 
As if that providence had founda place 
Elſewhere for her Nativity ; or as ſhe wore 
An Ethiops Cloudy Ve1], from Art, not Nature. 


Enter Foſcaris /eading Clarina, aud AndrageqMelviila. 
Tox. Foſcaris and Andrages come dff thus 


With their Wives! this muſt conclude ., 
A (trange day of Womans Vidory. 


Foſe. 


— 


= 


+4 (79) 
.Foſc. Thave paid my Arrears 
Of Love, I hope topurpole 3 we are 


_ Reconcil'd, and haveembrac'd, and fo forth Gentlemen. 


Clar. You have o. 

Foſe. And can bill like Doves now. 

Clar. Not too much, [ beſeech you, leſt you fall 
Into a ſurfeit of Love again 3 too much 
Of the honey of Wedlock is not good 
For your palate. 

Eum. We joy your Loves. 

Foſec. If any be unkind henceforth to his Spouſe, 
May he ſuffer my penance; there's ſome 
Myſtery behind, which youſhall all know 
At leifure : inthe Interim, Iacknowledge 
My happineſs, from you Lady. 

Melyv. Tam glad it was inmy power to ſerve - 
Your felicity in Clariza's. 

Andr. And I rejoyce a kind Wifetoo, Gentlemen. 

Mclv. But take heed you don't preſume 3 
You know my power whenl pleaſe. 

Tox. Theſe Women Conquerours are ſtrangely noble 

Clar. We own our Husbands from their mercy. 

Andr. And we our freedoms. 

Foſe. Souldiers in every vein Gentlemen, 

And candrink a ſmart health or two as they 
Diſcourſe of Arms—— and would they yield 
Reaſonable obedience to mankind, I'd wiſh 
You all tomatch among(t them , ' they'd ſpirit 
Fleſhand blood indeed. 

Alv..T long to be doing. 

Arax. AndI as much. 

Tox. Could but the King come off nobly. 

Foſe. He mult, if the Queen do not once more 
Change her vow. \ 

Alv. No news yet of the General Bu//2nes ? 

Eum. He vaniſh'd in a ſtorm of darts! but what 


His fate1s Heaven knows. 


Enter 


(30) 
Enter Draxanes. . 
Drax. A word in private. [r/hiſpers to Eumenes who de- 
Eun. Is't poſltble ? liver it to one another. 
Drax. Rely your faiths on mine. 
Tox. We are confirm'd. 
Mely. You may admit us to Council, 
Wives ſhould parrake their Husbands ſecrets. 
Andr. You ſhall, you ſhall. 
Foſe. And know we have wondrous things in hand. 
Clay. [f honourable, ['le venture all that's dear 
Toſerve it. | ; 
Melv. AndI as far engage. | 
Foſe. Such as mult fill your boſoms full of joy—— 
Within more of particulars. [Ex. Ommes. * 


Enter Mandana, Daranthe, it — WH and others attending, 


Mand. We have givenour mercy tothe King. 
Daran. 'T was gracious like your ſelf, — 
Mand. Nor will I bluſh toown 
His Graces merit an eſteem from us. | 
Cyzd. The Queen is ſurely ſmitten with her great Captive ? 
Renon. Beyond a doubt. 
Mand. Bring forth the King Cydane. [_Ex. Cydane. 
We'll treat him nobler yet, and make him joy 
This day of Womens conquelt. 
Enter Cydane. 
Cyd. Madam! the King's withdrawn. 
Mind. How? _ 
Czd. Orelſe eſcap'd. 
Mind. Bliſter'd be thy tongue 
Thar briags ſuch tidivgs to my heart—— 
Where is the Aoor ? 
Cz4. Notto be found. 


Enter Statyr.e. 

And. Her black Soul (hall take a gloomy flight 
To the other-world for this. 

$t.1t. I an(wer for her truſt. 


Mud. 


(81) 
Mad. Thy life ſhall bear hers company. : 1+. ' 
Stat. I am glad 
Toyjelditup a Victimto your wrath, if 
Since that muſt raiſe a Trophy to my Love; | 
Where every Virgin of a faith like mine, 
Will dropa tear to give my memory 
A name, ſhall blaſt the glory of your Conqueſt. 
Mand. Away with this fond womanz it 1san Ague 
Tomy bloodto hear her reaſon thus.[_ As they offer to carry her off. 


Enter Baſſanes diſguis'd, with Foſcaris, Andrages, Drax. Eunt, Toxc: 
| Alv. Araex. and others arm'd. | 


Baſſ. Hold and hear me firſt. 

Hard. How! menin Arms before our preſence? 
Have'we no Guard there ?-— 

Baſſ. None but whatT have plac'd3 | 
And were your Women chang'd to Sons of Mars, 
Nay, Cadmns fiercer iſſue joyn'd to them, 
Whenripen'd firſt to horror of mankind, 

As the earth trembling did contain their roots ; 
This Sword of mine ſhould mow 'em down 
To finooth the path I lead. | 

nds A combination of theſe humane things 
So lateour Armsreduc'd 
Methinksthey ſhould convert to nothing 
From a look of mine; or loſe Majeſty. | 

Darax. This ſurpriſal was beyond the reach of thought. 

Renon. 'Tis moſt 1gnoble. | | Et 

Mand. And thou that ſeem'ſt an obje&t 
Fit to guide ſuch baſe ingratitude, 

Whatſhall I call thee? Traytor ? | 

Baſſ. A name that'/had anhonour for your Soul, 
Thatfill'd noleſs the world with wonders ; 
Andleſt your Womens frailty ſhould ſtain 
The brightneſs of your noble Deeds, 

I thought it juſtice to-reſiſt your will, . 
Though I met Seas of danger in the at. 
Se - M * 


Mand. | 


- 
” «4 


(32) 
Mand. Bold and Impadem !: 34] 
Baſſ. T muſt be plainer, 
Do you not lovethe King, ?* 
Mand. Suppoſe it granted—— ' 
Baſſ. Heaven does nOtw— 1 
And think not, Madam, that my blood; 


Though it bears fireof/honourin/eachy vein, 


But 'tis as cold to treachery 3. nor does the Cauſe 
ThatT\mainain, leſs then command, without 
An arm of force — 
This kady.in ther own fair-right, methinks, [To Statyrns 
Should move you, ' | 
Stat. May lr reward thy vertue ! 
Mand. She is the Kings belov'd ; butI have won! 
Him mine by: Arms. 
Baſſ. And therefore nobler conqueſt 
Toſubdue your ſelf: The Bays you wear 
In triumph, elſe maſt wither on your brow, ; 
Where Majeſty and Beautiesluſtre twine 
To make one Excellence, 
Stat. Whatprovidence has 
Bleſt me with this Advocate ?' 
Renon, I have ſeen aface reſemblesthat, [Pulls off his Beard 
Daran. The Qyeenalitrle alters, and. Patcher, 
Mand. It muſt be he. | | 
Buſſ. Behold then, Royal Madam, this face 
Made but my own dark coup by diſguiſe, 
Thus dlear'dtoown it's/juſt original. 
Mand. 4. or living ? 
Baſſ. In which I wear 
A mirror of my heart, that does without 
A flattery expreſs a Soul that highly ' | 
Honours vours, though'it has ſtem'd'diveſted 
Of thoſe Charms in making this reflection 
On your juſtice, which hereis one moſt [To Pariſatis. 
Powerfulto incline. 
Enter Pariſatis attended by (Clarina ay Melvillh. 
Mand. What is this Lady? mu 
2. Cyd. 


(83) 

Czd. The Queen Pariſatie, Madam. 
HMand. It cannot be ; 

A meerimpoſture toabuſe me. 
Renov. 'Wemuſt avow 'tis ſhe. 
Mand. Tam all wonder. 
Star. And I no leſs rejoyce toſee youlive ; 

I hope you'l pardon, that claim'd an-intereſt 

Fn-yaur\Kings afſeftion, when.'twasallur'd 

You,had no Being in the world. 
Par. And more humbly beg one! here3 

Nor ſhall it e're be told that pariſatis 

Walk'd in that dark Cloud (thoughit vail'd her 

AQings for preſervation of the life and love 

Of her Ty/ammne-) to live, your truſt abus'd, 

Without a pardon trom your lips. | 
Dararn. This Woman's brave. 
Pay. Nor ſhall you looſe, beſides, 

One fruit of victory. | 
Mand. You were the A0r then? 
Par, The ſame, moſt Royal Madamm— 

And if you are my*Subjedts, proſtrate 

Your ſelves and (words, with me, at theſe 

Majeſtick feet, [ Kmneels, 
Mand. This is a Conqueſt happier then all z 

Nor ſhall e're Woman boaſt ſhe had the better | 

Of Merdana's honour---- Madam, you have [To Pariſatis, 

Forgiveneſs---- take up your weapons worthy Souldiers, | 
Baſſ. You are highly gracious. 
Mand. Where is the King? 
Par. 'T was but givenout he had eſcap'd, 
Mand. Baſſanes, you'l attend him tous, = 


Enter Ty/ſamnes whiſpering Baſſancs, Foſearis, Andr. Tox. Alo. 
Avax. Drax. Enmenes. [ ; 


Tyſam. Dolthen live to be thus happy in 
Your grace and pardon ? 


... Mand. Your Queen has conquer'd-me Tyſamnes, | 
ee j | M 2 After 


) 


N 4 
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After the power of your Arms'was made.”; ---/{_ %n 
My valour's glory 3 nor did the darts of Loye, > +> 7 
Which I confeſs, made ſome impreſſion here, - [Pointing to her 
Leave wounds but tobe heal'd more happily—— ' * breaſt, 
| I'vow'd you, Sir, to love. ; . 60 
Par. No change I hope: . © L519: [ Alrdes: 
Mand. And thus will make your offering here 5 - | ;;,, ©4177 7 
Sheisa Jewel of aCrown indeed. - [ Preſents him tothe Queen. 
Tyſam. I take her on my knees—— ot 
She 1s too great a blefling, thus reſtor'd [_ Kneels, .* 
To my embrace, to be with leſs devotion own'd Beets 
From Heaven, 1mploring (as I kneel) thy pardon. ; 
Par. You have it Sir, thaugh not a gift, where you 7;- - 
Command a duty 3 which when moſt paſſive 
Ina Wife, does but refine the gold of Vertue. 
 Tyſam. Why did(t thou take. this Cloud ? 
Par. Todye unknown, or ferve your ſafety. 
Daran. A moſt heroick conſtancy, K-42 T's 
Tyſam. Thy vertue's richer * 
Then the world's vaſt globe, were it 
Converted to one pureſt Diamond. FR ike 
Mand. And doesasfar exceed what ſtory can relate.-' . ; ,." 
Ty/am. But I haveyet aload of mercy here 4 
To beg, my crimeof Love to thee $tatyra, 
Which elſe muſt cloud this day of comforts, 
And bring eternal night upon my ſoul. . 
Stat. : Though I have laſt an expectation of 
My greateſt bliſs in your enjoyment,. 
That in warm ſighs might ſoon diflolve 
A Virgins heart like mine, yet I can feel 
No want of happineſs, ſinceI behold 
Your Souls, that have already mingl'd joys, 
Meet thus, and kiſs each other. vob, 
Tyſim. Heaven mult reward thy goodneſs, 
Par. And my for ever obligation, ; 
Mand. This days example givesto Loye 
Such brave repute, that I who both have fqught, 
And mencommanded,gguldeyen yield: , , »» 


1 


6 yu I amoblig'd for Pariſath lake 


(8), 
To hold my Scepter from dbedienae... :* 
Tyſam. Hereis a Prinee within your eye vel hope 
More near your heart) that mightdeſerve 
Torule a Throne like yours. | 
Mand. I know him noble. | 
Baſſ. And one, moſt Royal Madam, that owns 
A ſoul, you havean intereſt to command -- 
E'refince [ firſt beheld the gloty-of your charms: 
Pardon me, Inow avow it, that rather 
To'expreſs my wonder of your vertne, - 
Should by anhumble diftance ſtill admire. - . | 
Mand. *'Tis in my-power to bring you nearer : : | 
Baſſanes 1sa Prince may well become Wt | 


— An Empreſsof the workd's great choice ; and. were 


Mandana (auch, ſhe would not think her Loye- 

Or Greatneſs ſtoop” d to match-with thine, | |» 

Baſj. You make:me more}then happy... 

Mand. AndTIthat honour Arms,;and thy: far Deeds 
In War, will call itnobleſt; triumph 
To yield thy-Love a.vKtory;o're mine. 

Bafj. This bounty ſtream's ſo powerful, on _ wa 
That I may fear it guide, 4 in fych a0: 0:14 rms 
Of joys you bririgz/ 2ii v5 tr 17 £74 —_— 

Mand. I am.'y aſs Ganieven,) dear mal. "oS 

Drax. This day ſurpaſſes wonder. ;.,.} , 

-Foſe. I knew it muſt canclude with ſome - | 
Extraordinary Love-miraclebeſidgs my own. |,  . [Aſide. 

Mand. Daranthe| we muſt now-.no more make war, 

I have match'd a Souldiess! 14 , 
Baſſ. One that- will live and'dye your juſt admirer., 
Mand., And Women, here diveſt 


Your ſelves of Arms with me, [They take off their Arms. 
_Dar. Ren. Cyd, WealNl abey your, Majelty. 
"Mand. let your conquelts henceforth be to love, 
And give Men ſole fupremacy-— 
I hope bur. —_—_—_ ſhall unſtein making [ To Tyſamnes, 
Laws may fit each Sexcs duty. 


To 


_ (86) 


To'make Decrees, no a will 
Of man ſhall henceforrve en Wiſs. 


Mind. Our Crowns will hnveableſeunion then— - 


What pattern ſhall we take? 

Tyſa 1. Such as the world 
With beſt v4 5100 RE 

Baſſ. Or what's moſt ; 

Laudable, the fornxof beer ntl. 

Mand. It has been mo 

Par. Now Ladies, you noe well pleas'd: twſee 
This peace that ſiilesupon your anger: 
Both Sexes with tore ein wt 729+ a FRG 
| Clar. A welcomjoy. 

Melv. We-now can call our  Hurbands | Yu 
Ours by lawful duty. X 

Andr. Tam glad to.hearthat word.':: . 7 

Foſe. AndT tobe ſecur'dthns; I-was: inno/ſinall = 
Apprehenfion, 'this female wvidtory | SA 
Might have imporw'd them/to part with us5 | 
What a mockery of Love'sMapiokhadt been then? 

Mand. My Warriours, youwill al take I now ? 
Here are men fit to match-your fpirits. - 

,Daran. Your great example mult inviteit, /; - :/ 

'Tyſam. What ſhall-this day do forthee fur 10974 2 3\ 
The bounty of thy ſoul defervesa recom : 
Above what tongue canſpeak, that ſpreads Ly 
A volume of thy goodneſs, fitonly i. {14-; 
For the eye of Heavento read: j | 

Stat. And thither I'le devote my love, +! 
Though while live, no day ſhall "x 
A contemplation of your happineſs | 

Mard. You will not ſoon depart? 

Par. For Pariſatis ſake you miſt not. oy 

Stat. *'Tis my ambition-firſt to fill an hamble place \ 
In your bright train of triumphs; be 

1yſamr. For which thou dot deferve a Chariot z7 
Of Celeſtial ſubſtance, x 
Mov'd by the wings of Seraphimus - 


And 


(87) 
And _ ron of moſt _ ſoul, p=oir 
Attending thee pr I'® | 4945 3 64 þ.: 
The Males (as fair Hand mmdh tb 1 Tertue 
Their beſt of Poets ſhouldiafpire, ; 
; Stat. You too much henour my ſmall merits. . 
T Bafſ. This day doesclaitn aglory from your worth, | 

And next my juſt devotion here-—- my heart [To Mendata. 
| Shall keep an Altar ſacred to pariſatir | s 

Conſtant love and praiſe; with yours. 
_ Stat. And mine-no/lef3: © IC 
_ Shall ſpeak Beſane's fame. _ 1 1... 
Pay. I'le be your Rival Madam, . there—= 


That am oblig'd untothiggoble Prince [To-Baſſanes. 
By higheſt gratitude. ; ' 


Tyſam. AndI above expreſiion thine. [Tb Baſſanes. 
| Mand. Tyſamnes with your Qgeeti muſtlead 

Y, The wayuntoour joys — | | 
And Women hence from usthispattern take; 

Love, and obedience, your beftcoriqueſts'make. Ex. Omer. 
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